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ANNUAL  REPORT  OE  THE  COMMISSIONER 

OE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


♦ 


TO  THE  UNDER  SECRETARY,  HOME  SECRETARY’S  DEPARTMENT. 


14th  August,  1917. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  furnish  the 
following  particulars  concerning  the  work  of  the 
Department  under  my  control  for  the  year  end¬ 
ing  30th  June,  1917,  together  with  comments 
regarding  public  health  in  the  State  of  Queens¬ 
land. 

STATISTICAL. 

The  estimated  mean  population  for  1916 
was  677,630,  as  against  687,010  for  1915,  which 
decrease  is  partly  due  to  the  large  numbers  of 
our  male  population  who  have  left  the  State  on 
war  duty. 

The  crude  birth  rate  (births  per  1,000  of 
the  mean  population)  for  1916  amounted  to 
27-91.  This  compares  favourably  with  the  coun¬ 
tries  appearing  in  the  following  table:— 


Crude  Birth  Rate. 

Country. 

Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

Queensland 

Commonwealth 

Netherlands* 

New  Zealand 

Norway 

Scotland 

Switzerland 

England  and  Wales 

Ireland 

Canada 

France 

1916 

1916 

1913 

1916 

1913 

1913 

1912 

1913 
1913 
1913 
1913 

27- 91 
26-78 

28- 1 
25-93 
25-2 

25-5 

24-1 

23- 9 

22-8 

24- 0 

19-0 

The  crude  death  rate  (deaths  per  1,000  of 
mean  population)  for  1916  was  11-09.  This 
compares  favourably  with  the  other  Australian 
States  and  is  one  of  the  lowest  death  rates,  in 
the  world,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
summary : — 

Death  Rate.  • 

Country. 

Death  Rate.  Year. 

Canada 

Norway 

Denmark 

Sweden 

Netherlands 

England  and  Wales 

Scotland  . .  •  • 

Switzerland 

Ireland 

France 

Italy 

• 

12- 7 

13- 2 

12- 5 

13- 6 

12- 3 

13- 7 
15-5 

14- 1 
17-1 

17- 7 

18- 2 

1913 

1913 

1913 

1913 

1913 

1913 

1913 

1912 

1913 
1913 
1912 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  (deaths  under 
one  year  per  1,000  born)  for  1916  was  704,  an 
increase  on  the  figures  furnished  for  the  previous 
year. 


The  following  table  of  rates  of  infantile 
mortality  shows  Queensland  to  be  one  of  the 
lowest  of  the  various  countries  quoted : — 


Rates  of  Infantile  Mortality  in  Various  Countries. 


Country. 

Year. 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000. 

Queensland  . : 

1916 

70-4 

New  South  Wales 

1916 

67-8 

Victoria 

1916 

74-6 

South  Australia  . . 

1916 

73-6 

West  Australia 

1916 

66-3 

Tasmania 

1916 

75 

Sweden 

1911 

72 

Ireland 

1913 

97 

Switzerland 

1912 

94 

Denmark  . . 

1913 

94 

Scotland  . . 

1913 

110 

France 

1912 

78 

Canada 

1913 

117 

England  and  Wales 

1913 

108 

Belgium 

1912 

120 

Netuerlands 

1913 

91 

Italy 

1912 

130 

The  marriage  rate  for  1916  was  7-69  as  against  8-93 
for  1915. 


N.B. — The  Government  Statistician  states  these 
rates  are  subject  to  revision. 


COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES. 

The  following  infectious  diseases  were  noti¬ 
fied  during  the  fiscal  year,  as  compared  with 
those  for  1915-16 : — 


Brisbane  Metro¬ 
politan  Area. 

Outside  Areas. 

1916-1917 

1915-1916. 

1916-1917 

1915-1916. 

Typhoid 

146 

283 

515 

1,447 

Diphtheria 

514 

•00 

1,096 

1,066 

Phthisis 

296 

203 

173 

262 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

246 

49 

310 

264 

Puerperal  Fever 

12 

10 

17 

18 

Erysipelas 

68 

59 

66 

45 

Ankylostomiasis 

1 

1 

95 

21 

Infantile  Paralysis 

24 

4 

13 

23 

Cerebro-spinal  Mening¬ 
itis 

58 

97 

67 

20 

Chickenpox 

91 

215 

407 

329 

Malaria 

2 

32 

21,1 

47 

Membranous  Croup  . . 

4 

1 

Relapsing  Fever 

•  • 

•  * 

1 

Dysentery 

•  * 

•  * 

•  * 

6 

Total  . . 

1,458 

1,453 

!  2,974 

3,547 

The  above  statistical  figures  afford  a  satis¬ 
factory  record  showing  a  marked  decrease  in 
the  aggregate  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  during  the  year. 
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On  the  27th  April  last,  for  administrative 
purposes,  the  following  diseases  were  removed 
from  the  category  of  “infectious”  and  declared 
to  be  “notifiable”  within  the  meaning  of  11  The 
Health  Acts,  1900  to  1917”  : — Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  Anterior 
Poliomyelitis,  Ankylostomiasis,  and  Malaria. 

Local  Authorities  were  thus  relieved  of  pay¬ 
ing  public  hospitals  for  cases  admitted  for  treat¬ 
ment  in  their  respective  areas. 

Joint  Boards  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
collectively  for  hospital  treatment  of  infectious 
diseases  have  in  some  instances  established  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  hospitals,  thus  relieving  the  accom¬ 
modation  at  the  local  general  hospitals. 

Cases  of  Malaria  continue  to  be  received, 
principally  from  the  northern  centres  of  the 
State.  The  valued  services  of  the  Director  of 
the  Tropical  Institute  of  Medicine,  Townsville, 
are  availed  of  by  medical  practitioners  who  meet 
with  patients  suffering  from  this  disease.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  is 
shown,  but  until  the  matter  of  mosquito  destruc¬ 
tion  is  wholeheartedly  adopted  by  Local  Autho¬ 
rities  the  spread  of  malaria  may  naturally  be 
expected.  Although  the  Mosquito  Regulations 
have  been  in  existence  for  some  time,  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  make  Councils  realise  their  duty  in 
carrying  out  their  provisions,  expense  being  the 
principal  deterrent  to  their  enforcing  same. 
Until  water  tanks,  water  holes,  &c.,  are  screened 
and  treated  the  malarial  mosquito  will  continue 
to  claim  victims,  and  not  only  has  malaria  to  be 
considered  but  yellow  fever  also,  and  should  the 
latter  be  introduced  it  will  prove  a  dire  calamity 
to  this  State.  The  precept  to  be  deducted  is: 
“  Remember,  no  water,  no  mosquitoes,  and  no 
mosquitoes,  no  malaria.” 


Typhoid  Fever. 

A  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  typhoid  fever  reported  for  the  fiscal  year  is 
shown  in  the  foregoing  table.  This  satisfactory 
result  is  mainly  due  to  improved  sanitary  con¬ 
ditions,  as  well  as  to  the  adoption  of  anti-typhoid 
inoculation.  The  latter  prophylaxis  I  am  glad 
to  relate  is  appealing  to  the  community,  who 
realise  from  practical  experience  that  this  is 
the  only  efficacious  safeguard  against  the  disease. 

During  the  year  I  made  an  extensive  tour 
of  all  the  main  centres  where  typhoid  has 
occurred  for  years  past  and  interviewed  the 
Local  Authorities  when  matters  of  improved 
sanitary  requirements  were  discussed.  It  was 
gratifying  to  find  that  many  Councils,  recog¬ 
nising  the  importance  of  the  part  played  by  the 
fly  in  spreading  typhoid,  had  taken  steps  to 
follow  the  advice  of  this  Department  in  making 
the  local  sanitary  conveniences  fly-proof,  thus 
eliminating  the  main  source  of  danger  as  regards 
outbreaks. 

The  compulsory  payment  to  public  hospitals 
for  the  treatment  of  typhoid  patients,  as  pro¬ 
vided  for  by  agreements  prepared  under  the 
Health  Acts,  has  been  a  strong  incentive  to  take 
steps  to  prevent  cases  occurring. 

In  addition  the  requirements  of  the  new 
Food  and  Drug  Regulations,  as  regards  fly¬ 


proofing  of  kitchens  in  hotels,  boarding-houses, 
restaurants,  &c.,  whereat  food  is  prepared  for 
sale,  have  materially  assisted  in  combating  the 
fly  trouble. 

The  old  cesspit  is  fast  disappearing,  and 
where  still  existent,  is  rendered  practically  safe 
by  being  securely  fly-proofed. 

Septic  tanks,  vdiere  no  sewerage  system  is 
in  vogue,  are  becoming  much  in  evidence  in 
larger  towns,  especially  at  hotels,  where  in  the 
past  carriers  were  a  constant  source  of  danger, 
the  nomad  often  times  unknowingly  being  the 
cause  of  an  outbreak,  originating  at  one  of  these 
public  places. 

The  provisions  of  the  Health  Acts  as  regard 
“carriers”  being  placed  under  treatment  have 
been  availed  of  in  a  few  instances  and  carriers 
were  ordered  to  hospitals  for  bacteriological 
investigation  and  the  spread  of  typhoid  has  been 
controlled  in  this  way  until  the  patients  are 
certified  as  being  free  of  the  typhoid  bacillus. 

Five  hundred  and  four  specimens  were  ex¬ 
amined  at  the  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  and 
Pathology  for  the  typhosus  bacillus. 


Diphtheria. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
notified  for  the  whole  State  amounted  to  1,610, 
as  against  1,566  for  the  previous  year,  thus 
showing  a  small  increase  of  some  44  cases. 

The  method  adopted  in  dealing  with  out¬ 
breaks  of  the  disease  under  “ The  Diphtheria 
Regulations9 *  continued  to  prove  satisfactory. 
As  soon  as  a  case  occurred  the  medical  attendant 
immediately  notified  this  Department  as  well  as 
the  Local  Authority,  which  in  turn  notified  the 
State  school  teacher,  when  the  pupil  is  debarred 
from  attending  school  until  certified  to  be  free 
of  the  disease.  Carriers  are  also  kept  under  close 
supervision,  being  likewise  kept  away  from 
school  until  three  successive  negative  swabs  have 
been  secured.  The  residence  at  which  a  case 
occurs  is  placarded  to  the  effect  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  under  quarantine.  This  course  proves 
a  deterrent  against  visitors  as  well  as  against 
other  children  being  allowed  admittance.  Should 
an  outbreak  occur  at  a  public  school  the  whole 
of  the  pupils  are  swabbed  and  the  school 
premises  receive  a  thorough  disinfection,  includ¬ 
ing  slates  and  other  school  implements.  This 
course  generally  meets  requirements  and  seldom 
necessitates  the  school  being  closed,  as  it  has 
been  found  that  when  a  school  is  closed  the 
pupils  congregate  together  and  contagion  is  more 
widely  spread. 

The  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  as  in 
the  past,  freely  utilises  the  services  of  this 
Department  in  dealing  with  all  such  outbreaks, 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  our  joint  efforts 
have  proA'ed  in  every  way  satisfactory  without 
friction  being  occasioned  between  the  respective 
staffs. 

Large  numbers  of  swabs  are  obtained  and 
forwarded  to  this  Department’s  laboratory,  when 
the  results  are  at  once  furnished  to  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Department  as  well  as  to  the  Local  Autho¬ 
rity  in  whose  area  cases  occur. 
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The  pupils  attending  the  following  schools 
were  swabbed  and  the  following  were  the 
results : — 


— 

Number  of 
Pupils 
Swabbed. 

Number  of 
Carriers. 

Ithaca 

560 

11 

Fortitude  Valley  . . 

420 

44 

East  Brisbane 

1,213 

179 

Darra 

73 

8 

Maryvale  .  . 

09 

6 

North  Arm 

23 

2 

Condamine  Road 

19 

0 

Port  Curtis  Road .  . 

77 

13 

Upper  North  Pine 

29 

0 

Tuffnell  Home,  Nundah 

00 

6 

Cooper’s  Plains 

84 

8 

Manly 

385 

22 

Woodford  (July,  1910)  . . 

124 

21 

Woodford  (April,  1917)  .  . 

120 

4 

The  Diphtheria  Regulations  are  in  force  at 
the  principal  towns  of  the  State  from  where  it 
is  possible  for  the  swabs  to  be  despatched  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  various  Local 
Authorities  are  responsible  for  the  carrying  out 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations  under  their 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  in  like  manner 
the  cost  of  treatment,  isolation,  &c.,  falls  on  the 
Councils  concerned. 

Phthisis. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  figures  for  this  year 
in  the  Metropolitan  Area  of  Brisbane  show  an 
increase  of  some  93  cases,  but  this  is  largely 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  some  60  returned 
soldiers  have  been  notified  on  their  return  as 
suffering  from  phthisis.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
is  pleasing  to  record  that  for  outside  areas  a 
substantial  decrease  is  shown,  some  89  cases  less 
than  the  previous  year. 

The  latter  figures  are  most  gratifying,  seeing 
that  every  case  reduces  proportionately  the 
chances  of  the  spread  of  the  disease  to  contacts, 
and  from  an  economic  standpoint  is  of  consider¬ 
able  moment  to  the  community  at  large. 

Consumption  unfortunately  makes  its 
appearance  during  the  most -useful  period  of  life, 
consequently  resulting  in  impaired  energy  and 
creating  a  loss  to  the  wage  earner. 

In  my  previous  report  I  drew  attention  to 
the  necessity  for  the  establishment  of  a  central 
bureau  through  which  patients  should  pass  into 
sanatoriums  and  be  examined  after  discharge 
from  such  institutions.  As  a  sequel,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  have  temporarily  appointed  Dr.  A.  Stewart, 
late  Medical  Superintendent  of  Dalby  Sana¬ 
torium,  as  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  his  report 
since  the  beginning  of  January,  1917,  appears 
In  Appendix  F.  It  is  practically  impossible  to 
combat  this  disease  when  cases  are  not  under 
close  medical  observation  and  when  home  sur¬ 
roundings  are  not  in  accordance  with  hygienic 
conditions,  as  mentioned  by  the  Medical  Officer 
in  his  report. 

I  strongly  recommend  that  the  Government 
consider  the  advisability  of  providing  a  home 
for  the  housing  of  patients  in  the  Metropolitan 
Area  to  meet  the  case  of  persons  residing  at 
hotels,  boarding-houses,  &e.,  where  proper  pre¬ 
cautions  for  the  safety  of  the  other  membeis 
cannot  be  secured.  I  may  mention  that  numer¬ 
ous  instances  have  come  under  my  notice  where 


boarding-house  keepers  have  complained  that 
their  boarders  would  leave  if  a  consumptive 
patient  remained  and  have  asked  that  the  case 
be  removed. 

Another  difficulty  that  presents  itself  in 
respect  to  fresh  cases  is  that  when  they  become 
known  to  their  fellow  workers  there  is  a  general 
desire  to  have  them  removed  for  fear  of  con¬ 
tagion. 

The  question  of  dealing  with  the  trouble 
cannot  be  shelved,  as  it  is  only  reasonable  that 
relief  be  afforded  both  in  the  interests  of  the 
community  as  well  as  the  patient,  and  thus  I 
urge  the  adoption  of  the  scheme  outlined  above. 

At  times  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
preventing  the  letting  of  houses  at  which  a  case 
of  phthisis  has  occurred,  previous  to  their  being 
properly  disinfected.  This  is  a  very  serious 
matter,  endangering  the  health  of  the  unsuspect¬ 
ing  incoming  tenants,  and  although  the  attention 
of  Local  Authorities  has  been  drawn  to  their 
powers  under  the  Health  Acts  to  deal  with 
offenders  in  this  respect  no  prosecutions  have 
followed. 

In  the  Metropolitan  Area  the  staff  nurses 
have  continued  their  visits  of  inspection  and 
have  left  instructions  with  patients  as  to  the  pre¬ 
cautions  they  are  required  to  take.  Should  any 
defects  at  the  premises  be  met  with,  a  sanitary- 
officer  of  this  Department  then  moves  in  the 
matter. 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis. 

During  the  year  115  notifications  were 
received  for  the  whole  State,  as  against  117  cases 
during  the  previous  year.  Some  uneasiness  over 
the  matter  became  manifest  and  as  a  result  the 
Health  Officer  was  deputed  to  investigate  the 
trouble  in  the  Brisbane  area.  Specimens  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  patients  were  submitted  to  the 
Director  of  the  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  and 
Pathology  for  examination,  and  in  only  six  in¬ 
stances  was  the  presence  of  the  cerebro- spinal 
meningococcus  found. 

The  evidence  obtained  in  the  Metropolitan 
Area  and  at  outside  centres  (which  I  personally 
visited-)  i.e.,  Goondiwindi  and  Dalby,  instead  of 
confirming  the  outbreak  as  Cerebro-spinal  Men¬ 
ingitis,  pointed  to  its  being  another  form  of 
nervous  trouble  known  as  Acute  Anteiioi 
Poliomyelitis. 

Investigation  and  tests  made  on  monkeys  by 
Dr.  Breinl,  Director  of  the  Tropical  Institute  at 
Townsville,  inclined  that  gentleman  after  much 
careful  research  work  to  arrive  at  a  similar 
opinion  regarding  the  matter,  but  as  his  investi¬ 
gations  had  not  been  completed  when  I  left 
Townsville  I  have  not  full  data  to  hand.  How¬ 
ever,  very  few  notifications  have  since  been 

received. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

During  the  year,  as  a  result  of  compulsory 
notification  of  venereal  disease  in  Jhe  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Area,  1,477  cases  were  reported,  comprising 
294  primary  syphilis,  35  secondary  syphilis,  and 
1,148  gonorrhoea,  as  compared  with  1,946  for 
1915,  made  up  as  follows— primary  syphilis  303, 
secondary  syphilis  47,  and  gonorrhoea  1,596. 
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Two  hundred  and  six  of  the  infected  persons 
described  themselves  as  married,  1,255  as  single, 
14  as  widowers,  and  2  as  widows ;  507  cases  were 
notified  from  hospitals,  347  by  medical  practi¬ 
tioners,  and  623  by  the  Military  Authorities. 

The  ages  were  as  follows: — 1-2,  2;  2-3,  5; 
3-4,  5 ;  4-5,  5 ;  5-10,  10 ;  10-20,  193 ;  20-25,  495 ; 
25-30,  *345 ;  30-40,  278 ;  40-50,  106 ;  50-60,  32 ;  60 
and  over,  1. 

Examined  at  the  Examining  Rooms,  Wil¬ 
liam  street,  830;  new  cases,  76  ;  Wasserman  tests, 
252. 

Number  of  prostitutes  admitted  to  hospital, 

116. 

The  total  attendances  at  the*  Dispensary 
during  the  year  were: — 3,060  males  and  316 
females. 

Details  of  sources  of  infection  as  given  on 
notification : — Prostitutes,  from  houses  whose 
inmates  are  examined,  132;  street  prostitutes, 
334;  other  sources,  116;  non-prostitutes  (details 
almost  always  withheld),  895.  (Fifty-nine  cases 
were  found  to  have  been  contracted  outside  the 
State.) 

With  reference  to  Appendix  C,  in  which  the 
Medical  Officer  for  Enthetie  Diseases  mentions 
that  the  class  of  women  who  are  being  examined 
at  the  Examining  Rooms  are  only  in  a  small  way 
responsible  for  the  spread  of  the  disease  as  com¬ 
pared  with  those  described  by  patients  attending 
the  venereal  clinic,  I  desire  to  point  out  that  as 
the  law  at  present  stands  the  class  of  women 
referred  to  cannot  be  compelled  to  attend,  but 
the  difficulty  will  it  is  hoped  be  overcome  when 
Executive  authority  is  obtained  for  the  gazetting 
of  the  new  Venereal  Diseases  Regulations. 

Venereal  diseases  are  communicable  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  due  to  identified  organisms  and 
.  traceable  by  laboratory  methods ;  they  are  widely 
prevalent  throughout  the  world,  and  during  the 
last  few  years  nations  are  realising  the  serious¬ 
ness  of  these  diseases  and  are  taking  active 
measures  in  combating  them. 

In  this  State  additional  legislation  to  that 
laid  down  in  the  “  Health  Acts,  1900  to  1911,” 
has  been  provided  in  the  “  Health  Act  Amend¬ 
ment  Act  of  1917,”  which  has  considerably 
increased  tlm  scope  of  the  Department  in  dealing 
with  these  diseases,  by  providing  for  (1)  com¬ 
pulsory  notification  throughout  the  State,  every 
person  affected  to  place  himself  under  a  medical 
practitioner  within  three  days  of  showing  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  disease  and  to  continue  treatment 
until  certified  as  cured  (special  provision  has 
been  made  for  free  treatment,  so  that  no  excuse 
can  be  offered  when  a  delinquent  is  found)  ;  (2) 
the  establishment  of  clinics  in  the  principal  areas 
of  the  State;  (3)  public  hospitals  to  treat  free 
of  charge  any  case  of  venereal  disease;  (4) 
Wasserman  n  tests  are  to  be  made  without  cost 
at  the  Department’s  Laboratory  of  Microbiology 
and  Pathology  for  medical  practitioners  provided 
they  furnish  the  required  notification;  (5) 
prostitutes  to  submit  themselves  for  examination 
at  certain  centres. 

Regulations  dealing  with  the  various  items 
provided  for  in  the  amended  Act  are  in  course 
of  preparation  and  when  in  operation  should 
result  in  much  good  to  the  community  at  large. 


Recommendations  have  been  made  to  the 
Government  to  provide  clinics  at  outside  centres, 
but  details  of  an  administrative  nature  have  not 
yet  been  finally  arranged. 

Prescribed  forms  of  notification,  on  which 
the  patient’s  namp  does  not  appear,  as  well  as 
pamphlets  dealing  with  the-. subject  in  respect  to 
the  patient  and  other  phases  appertaining 
thereto,  are  being  issued.  Small  posters  will 
also  be  provided  for  public  urinals.  Quacks  and 
charlatans  are  banned  under  a  heavy  penalty 
from  treating  the  disease,  so  it  is  hoped,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  medical  profession  and  the 
pharmacists,  to  carry  out  the  new  legislation  so 
that  every  effort  will  be  made  in  combating  the 
greatest  and  worst  of  our  social  evils.  I  must 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  kindly  co-opera¬ 
tion  rendered  by  the  Council  of  the  Phar¬ 
maceutical  Society,  who  have  brought  the 
requirements  of  the  Department  under  the  notice 
of  the  individual  members. 

Salvarsan  if  used  in  the  early  stages  of 
syphilis  effects  a  sure  cure  and  also  prevents  the 
patient  infecting  others;  unfortunately,  Salvar¬ 
san  being  made  in  Germany,  supplies  since  the 
war  are  practically  unobtainable. 

The  Department  whilst  the  stock  of  Salvar¬ 
san  was  available  issued  it  free  to  public 
hospitals,  but  now  substitutes  for  it  Arsenobenzol 
and  Novarsenobenzol,  which  are  obtained  from 
London  through  the  kindly  offices  of  the  Agent- 
General. 

The  results  obtained  by  using  these  substi¬ 
tutes  are,  according  to  the  reports  furnished  by 
various  medical  men,  fairly  satisfactory,  but 
occasionall}''  a  second  and  further  dose  has  been 
necessary  for  success. 

The  cost  of  treating  syphilis  gratuitously 
must  necessarily  prove  somewhat  of  a  burden, 
but  what  is  that  compared  with  the  cost  of 
having  to  provide  for  lunacy,  of  which  10  per 
cent,  is  alleged  to  be  due  to  syphilis,  which  dis¬ 
ease  also  increases  enormously  our  expense  in 
connection  with  the  blind.  It  is  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  State  to  relieve  the  sufferer  as  well 
as  to  safeguard  the  unsuspecting  future  mothers 
of  our  population  and  their  innocent  and 
defenceless  offspring.  If  the  parent  is  infected 
so  will  the  children  be,  and  for  this  reason  the 
law  prohibits  marriages  should  either  of  the  con¬ 
tracting  parties  be  infectious.  This  so-called 
‘  ‘  health  certificate  of  marriage  ”  is  an  established 
fact  in  some  European  countries,  and  in  this 
State  provision  is  made  for  a  medical  man  to 
inform  either  party  before  marriage  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  other,  if  suffering  from  the 
disease,  and  such  provision  is  privileged. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  Queensland  has 
led  the  way  in  Australia  in  dealing  with  the  Red 
Plague  problem  and  has  taken  broad  measures 
in  combating  it  as  a  preventable  disease. 
Venereal  disease  is  one  of  the  leading  questions 
of  the  hour,  as  it  has  such  far-reaching  effects 
on  humanity,  so  that  all  eyes  are  focussed  on  the 
country  that  is  leading  in  dealing  with  the  ques¬ 
tion,  and  expense  materially  must  not  stand  in 
the  way  of  relieving  the  world  of  such  a  dire 
scourge. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  first  and  foremost 
course  to  be  taken  is  education,  and  therefore  I 
recommend  that  a  broad  educative  propaganda 


Views  showing  sewer  under  course  of  construction,  which  will  displace  sewage-carrying 
and  Culex  fatigans  mosquito-breeding  watercourse. 
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on  well-defined  lines  be  launched  and  placed  on 
a  sound  foundation.  Until  such  a  scheme  is 
adopted  any  Public  Health  Department  is  fully 
justified  in  carrying  out  a  system  of  periodic 
examination  of  those  plying  for  prostitution. 

I  know  I  am  now  getting  into  so-called 
dangerous  ground  in  the  eyes  of  some  moralists, 
who  will  at  once  proclaim  “vice  regulation.” 
But  such  cry  is  absolutely  false  ;  the  examination 
is  made  to  find  the  first  evidence  of  disease,  and 
thus  bring  the  unfortunate  sufferer  under 
approved  and  up-to-date  treatment  and  check  the 
spread  of  this  disease. 

Many  cases  of  young  victims  have  come 
under  my  notice  who  through  innocence  were 
severely  caught,  and  whilst  the  recommendation 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Venereal  Diseases, 
1916,  advocates  the  teaching  of  what  might  be 
called  the  hygiene  of  sex  during  school  life,  I 
am  somewhat  loth  in  advising  whether  this 
should  be  taught  in  the  home,  the  school,  or  by 
the  clergy,  as,  in  my  opinion,  the  environment 
of  the  individual  should  decide  the  best  course 
to  be  adopted. 

LEPER  LAZARET,  PEEL  ISLAND. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  inmates, 
allowing  for  deaths,  admissions,  and  two 
escapees,  remains  practically  the  same  as  the 
previous  twelve  months. 

The  treatment  carried  out  consists  of  closes 
of  Chaulmoogra  Oil,  and  this  has  not  been 
departed  from,  as  the  results  obtained  have 
proved  far  more  reliable  than  the  use  of  other 
preparations  which  from  time  to  time  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  Medical  Journals,  but  which  when 
tested  in  actual  practice  fail  to  give  satisfaction. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  two  cases  now 
under  treatment  promise  to  be  fit  for  discharge 
at  an  early  date. 

The  management  of  the  Lazaret  continues 
to  prove  satisfactory,  everything  possible  being 
done  to  lighten  the  burden  of  the  inmates.  It  is 
pleasing  to  mention  that  many  of  the  patients 
display  much  taste  in  tending  to  their  respective 
quarters,  which  are  brightened  by  flower  pots 
and  of  which  they  are  justly  proud;  others  fill 
in  their  time  in  fishing,  bathing,  and  other 
sports. 

They  fully  appreciate  the  magazines  and 
literature  which  the  public  at  times  supply,  and 
these  are  eagerly  sought  after  so  as  to  while  away 
the  long  evenings,  and  further  supplies  will  be 
much  appreciated. 

The  Health  Officer  visits  the  Island  once  a 
week,  when  he  specially  attends  to  the  physical 
requirements  of  the  inmates ;  in  addition  a 
trained  nurse  is  permanently  stationed  at  the 
settlement.  She  is  doing  good  work,  and  being 
of  a  cheerful  and  kindly  disposition  is  well 
adapted  to  attend  the  patients. 

Every  facility  is  afforded  the  relatives 
visiting  the  Lazaret,  when  precautionary 
measures  are  taken. 

FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  FOOD 
ADULTERATION. 

The  administration  by  the  inspectorial  staff 
in  connection  with  foods  continues  to  embrace  a 
wide  scope,  and  in  addition  further  powers  have 
been  conferred  by  the  new  clauses  of  the  Amend¬ 
ment  Act,  particularly  in  respect  to  poisons. 


“The  Sale  and  Use  of  Poisons  Act,  1891” 
having  been  repealed,  poisons  are  now  controlled 
by  Regulations,  a  draft  of  which  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  and  awaits  final  gazettal. 

Each  class  of  business  has  received  special 
attention  during  the  past  year,  both  in  the  City 
of  Brisbane  and  in  outside  places,  where  a 
systematic  overhaul  of  all  wholesale  and  retail 
premises  has  been  carried  out. 

Traders  are  now  working  harmoniously  in 
complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and 
it  is  pleasing  to  mention  that  dietary  goods  at 
present  on  the  market  are  generally  found  to 
be  of  a  genuine  and  wholesome  class. 

The  imports  from  overseas  are  kept  under 
close  observation  and  when  new  articles  arrive 
from  foreign  countries  they  are  submitted  to 
analysis  and  should  they  demand  attention  the 
agents  are  communicated  with,  when  their 
co-operation  is  enlisted  in  securing  adjustment. 

Many  firms  have  been  called  upon  to  amend 
the  labels  of  certain  lines  of  goods,  and  in  some 
instances  where  supplies  of  labels  have  been 
stocked  for  years  ahead  the  Department  when 
possible  has  met  the  firms  by  allowing  present 
stocks  to  be  utilised  with  the  addition  of  pasters 
containing  the  necessary  particulars  as  to  weight, 
contents,  etc.,  required  by  the  Regulations.  In 
this  respect,  owing  to  war  conditions,  together 
with  the  high  cost  of  paper  and  labour,  the  De¬ 
partment  has  done  everything  possible  to  in  no 
way  harass  business  people. 

Hotels  have  been  inspected,  when  liquors 
were  tested,  and  where  found  to  be  adulterated 
submitted  for  analysis,  offenders  have  been 
prosecuted,  and  in  no  instance  have  any  pro¬ 
ceedings  failed.  These  premises  have  now  to 
supply  the  public  with  properly  filtered  potable 
water  and,  where  a  filter  is  installed  in  their 
bars,  it  is  of  an  approved  type.  In  addition 
steps  have  been  taken  to  secure  proper  tumbler 
washing  facilities  as  well  as  hygienic  conditions 
for  the  handling  of  all  drinks  by  insisting  on 
cleanliness  being  adopted  both  in  regard  to 
attendants  and  premises.  Kitchens  of  hotels 
have  similarly  been  dealt  with  by  rendering  all 
receptacles  for  food  fly-proof  as  well  as  the 
kitchen  itself.  Urinals  have  been  removed  when 
feasible  to  more  suitable  sites,  and  structural 
defects  in  respect  to  sleeping  apartments  of  the 
kitchen  staff  remedied. 

The  matter  of  bakehouses  has  not  been  lost 
sight  of,  occupiers  having  been  compelled  when¬ 
ever  possible  to  do  away  with  earth  floors  and 
replace  same  with  concrete  or  wood.  A  copy  of 
the  Regulations  dealing  with  cleanliness  in  the 
preparation  of  food  for  human  consumption  has 
been  issued  in  each  instance  for  posting  on 
premises  in  a  conspicuous  place. 

In  addition  the  delivery  cart,  as  well  as  the 
method  of  handling  bread  during  delivery,  has 
been  made  to  satisfy  requirements. 

Smallgoods  shop-keepers,  who  in  the  past 
exposed  goods  for  sale  under  unhygienic  methods 
by  exposing  them  to  dust,  flies,  and  passing 
animals,  have  also  been  compelled  to- take  steps 
to  protect  these  articles  before  reaching  the  con¬ 
sumer,  particularly  in  respect  to  vegetables, 
fruits,  etc.,  which  were  formerly  stored  near  the 
footpath,  but  now  are  raised  and  protected 
against  pollution. 
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In  order  to  secure  compliance  it  has  been 
necessary  to  take  legal  action,  which  resulted  in 
a  warning  being  administered  to  other  offenders 
who  were  disinclined  to  fall  in  line  with  the 
better  class  of  premises.  Many  of  these  small 
shops  in  the  past  made  ice  cream  a  particular 
part  of  their  business,  and  where  surroundings 
were  by  no  means  suitable,  with  the  result  that 
upon  bacteriological  examination  they  were 
found  to  be  highly  contaminated. 

The  Department  spared  no  effort  in 
educating  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  absolute  cleanliness,  and  when  the 
premises  were  unsuitable  notices  were  served 
prohibiting  a  continuance  of  the  manufacture  of 
ice  creams  until  satisfactory  alterations  were 
effected. 

Details  regarding  prosecutions  of  offenders 
for  the  various  breaches  of  the  Food  and  Drug 
Regulations  and  Health  Acts  appear  under 
Appendix  G  (Chief  Food  Inspector’s  Report). 

A  vast  amount  of  analytical  work  has  been 
performed  during  the  year,  as  will  be  seen  by  a 
perusal  of  the  Report  by  the  Government 
Analyst  (see  Appendix  D),  and  I  now  take  this 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  to 
the  Government  Analyst  and  his  staff  for  the 
valuable  assistance  so  ungrudingly  and  cheer¬ 
fully  rendered. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

This  section  embraces  a  very  wide  scope  of 
work,  and  under  the  Health  Acts  power  to  deal 
with  sewers,  drainage,  sanitary  conveniences, 
garbage  removal,  offensive  trades,  as  well  as 
sanitation  generally  is  provided. 

To  thoroughly  carry  out  required  conditions 
would  necessarily  entail  a  large  increase  in 
expenditure  by  Local  Authorities,  therefore  this 
Department  has  to  be  satisfied  in  securing  com¬ 
pliance  in  respect  of  matters  most  prejudicial  to 
health.  Sewage  disposal,  sewers,  wTater-tables, 
are  correctly  speaking  within  the  province  of 
Local  Authorities,  and  when  those  governing 
bodies  fail  in  carrying  out  their  functions  this 
Department  is  compelled  to  step  in  when 
appealed  to  by  the  public.  This  is  particularly 
the  case  when  concrete  storm  water  tables  have 
not  been  provided,  resulting  in  objectionable 
collections  of  stagnating  sewage  forming  a  breed¬ 
ing  place  for  mosquitoes  as  well  as  providing  a 
nuisance  to  the  neighbourhood  at  large.  Many 
urban  Local  Authorities  do  not  provide  for  even 
household  wastes,  and  in  many  places  there  is 
a  pronounced  neglect  of  ordinary  water  channels. 
It  is  no  uncommon  sight  to  see  filthy  water  lying 
stagnant  in  main  thoroughfares.  This  should 
not  exist,  and  I  strongly  condemn  the  apathy  of 
Local  Authorities  in  permitting  same. 

Local  governing  bodies  generally  realise  that 
where  closer  settlement  has  been  brought  about 
drainage  facilities  require  to  be  provided,  but 
owing  to  war  conditions  and  to  the  high  cost  of 
labour  they  are  confronted  with  the  all-important 
question  of  ways  and  means  and  too  often  are 
inclined  to  consider  their  personal  positions  to 
the  hygienic  requirements  of  the  community. 
In  some  areas  the  ratepayers  have  shown  a  great 
aversion  to  any  increase  in  taxation  in  carrying 
out  such  work,  rendering  the  position  of  coun¬ 
cils’  administration  most  difficult,  and  very  often 
the  dissenters  are  the  principal  complainants  in 
the  want  of  drainage  facilities. 


In  spite  of  difficulties  some  councils  have 
been  progressive  and  alive  enough  to  secure  loans 
for  drainage  works. 

In  the  Metropolitan  Area,  however,  councils 
are  somewhat  diffident  of  making  inroads  into 
their  finances,  having  in  view  the  operations  of 
the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board. 

During  the  Inspector’s  visits  a  general 
desire  is  displayed  by  Local  Authorities  in  carry¬ 
ing  out  the  requirements  of  the  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  and  nightsoil  disposal  regulations  and 
a  marked  improvement  exists  in  closet  construc¬ 
tion. 

The  all-important  question  of  dealing  with 
the  situ  of  noxious  trades  is  becoming  daily 
accentuated.  Complaints  regarding  pollution  of 
watercourses  continue  to  be  received  and  investi¬ 
gation  invariably  proves  that  the  complaints  are 
not  exaggerated  but  well  founded. 

The  various  trades  giving  off  different 
chemical  wastes,  where  closely  situated,  require 
to  be  carefully  considered,  as  a  collective  disposal 
system  will  not  answer.  Greasy  wastes  must 
eventually  render  filtration  beds  futile  and  the 
adjacent  soil  bacteriologieally  sickened,  therefore 
owners  should  obtain  expert  advice  before 
incurring  expense  in  dealing  with  the  difficulty. 

Whilst  on  this  subject  I  have  to  point  out 
that  a  serious  condition  of  affairs  has  been  caused 
in  tidal  watercourses,  fish  having  become  affected. 
In  some  instances  numbers  have  died  through 
the  back  water  being  pent  up  and  not  having 
sufficent  get-away  in  dry  seasons. 

Certain  of  these  trades  have  been  prohibited 
from  draining  into  watercourses  discharging 
into  the  Brisbane  River,  and  the  onus  of  provid¬ 
ing  adequate  measures  for  the  purification  of 
their  individual  wastes  must  be  determined  by 
the  persons  creating  the  nuisances. 

Throughout  the  State  sanitary  disposal  sites 
have  been  kept  under  supervision  and  defects 
met  with  have  been  remedied.  In  some  few 
cases  most  crude  and  insanitary  conditions  were 
met  with,  flies  and  mosquitoes  being  much  in 
evidence,  the  atmosphere  was  foul,  and  there  was 
an  utter  lack  of  method  through  the  work  of  the 
contractor  not  being  kept  under  strict  inspection. 

On  the  whole,  Local  Authorities  when 
pointed  out  the  need  for  closer  supervision  and 
better  conditions  for  working,  have  willingly 
complied  and  on  subsequent  visits  improved 
conditions  have  generally  been  found  to  prevail. 

NORTHERN  SUB-OFFICES. 

The  inspectors  stationed  at  Cairns,  Towns¬ 
ville,  and  Rockhampton  have  continued  to  carry 
out  food  and  sanitary  duty  with  satisfactory 
results.  The  main  centres  in  their  respective 
areas  have  been  visited,  when  business  premises 
were  inspected  and  the  sanitary  surroundings 
of  each  place  received  attention  at  their  hands. 
It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  no  friction  has 
occurred  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Health  Acts  and  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
and  Drug  Regulations. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  visits  of  these 
officers  are  not  altogether  welcomed  by  the 
public,  as  generally  at  the  best,  should  no  food 
sophistication  be  found  to  exist,  some  improve¬ 
ments  as  regards  labelling  or  protection  of  food¬ 
stuffs  and  sanitary  alterations  to  premises  are 


Views  showing  suction  dredge  and  discharge  filling  up  low-lying, 

land  in  a  Northern  coastal  town. 


mosquito-infested  swampy 
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required,  and  it  is  solely  due  to  the  display  of 
tact  that  no  trouble  has  occurred.  It  is  recog¬ 
nised  that  Northern  officers  have  doubtlessly  a 
more  strenuous  position  than  those  in  the  South, 
and  for  that  reason  I  consider  they  should  enjoy 
increased  emoluments,  if  not  actually  in  salary, 
then  in  the  shape  of  an  allowance  to  cover 
increased  cost  of  living,  similarly  to  Cairns. 

As.  a  result  of  my  recent  tour  in  the  North 
I  was  much  impressed  with  the  town  and  district 
of  Mackay,  so  much  so  that  I  considered  it 
imperative  to  place  before  the  Minister  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  stationing  a  permanent  inspector  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Health  Acts  and  Regulations  on  similar  lines  to 
Cairns,  Townsville,  and  Rockhampton. 

NURSES’  REGISTRATION  BOARD. 

In  perusing  the  report  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Nurses’  Registration  Board  it  will  be  noticed 
that  a  small  decrease  in  the  number  of  registra-. 
tions  by  examination  is  shown  but  an  increase  in 
registrations  approved  of  by  the  Minister  under 
section  154E  of  “The  Health  Acts,  1900  to  1911” 
is  apparent. 

The  Board  in  the  latter  portion  of  the 
financial  year  recommended  to  the  Minister  that 
registrations  under  this  section  be  no  longer 
granted  to  nurses  residing  outside  the  State 
unless  they  intended  following  the  calling  of  a 
nurse  in  Queensland,  as  it  would  be  an  injustice 
to  our  own  nurses. 

Registration  under  the  above  section  was 
availed  of  through  the  provisions  of  the  Acts 
relating  to  private  hospitals  being  extended  to 
certain  centres,  which  necessitated  persons 
having  private  lying-in  homes  to  become  regis¬ 
tered.  Such  women  were  required  before  being 
granted  State  registration,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
license  for  their  homes,  to  submit  evidence  of 
competency.  Some  cases  of  flagrant  neglect  in 
accouchement  cases  came  under  the  notice  of  the 
Board,  who,  owing  to  those  concerned  not  being 
State  registered  nurses,  had  no  power  to  deal 
with  them  as  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case. 
To  meet  eases  such  as  the  above  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  obtain  an  amendment  of  the  present 
Health  Acts  by  which  all  persons  following  the 
calling  of  a  nurse  on  a  certain  fixed  date  would 
require  to  register,  and  after  that  date  no  nurse 
to  be  permitted  to  attend  cases  unless  registered 
by  examination. 

LABORATORY  OF  MICROBIOLOGY  AND 
PATHOLOGY. 

It  will  be  noticed  by  a  perusal  of  Appendix 
B  that  the  Director  reports  that  the  examination 
of  rodents  and  spleen  smears  for  plague  lesions 
and  bacilli  shows  a  considerable  reduction  when 


compared  with  past  years.  This  is  a  serious 
matter  and  must  not  be  lightly  passed  over,  as 
should  plague  again  appear  in  Queensland  large 
numbers  of  rodents  may  become  infected  before 
the  cause  of  deaths  in  rats  is  ascertained.  The 
flea  from  infected  rodents  is  the  recognised 
medium  by  which  plague  is  conveyed  to  humans, 
therefore  the  necessity  is  apparent  for  increasing 
the  number  of  examinations.  The  attention  of 
local  authorities,  whose  duty  it  is  to  deal  with 
rat  eradication,  &c.,  under  “  The  Rat  and  Mos¬ 
quito  Regulations  of  1916,”  has  been  called  to 
the  danger,  as  it  is  felt  that  unless  more  activity 
is  displayed  some  drastic  steps  will  require  to 
be  taken  to  satisfactorily  deal  with  the  matter. 

The  work  performed  by  the  Director  (Dr. 
J.  J.  Harris)  and  his  staff  continues  to  be  highly 
efficient.  Bacteriological  examinations  are  regu¬ 
larly  made  to  determine  the  quality  of  the  water 
supply  in  the  metropolitan  area.  Three  samples 
are  submitted  by  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board 
monthly,  and  three  are  also  furnished  for 
chemical  analysis  by  the  Government  Analyst. 

It  is  the  intention  in  the  near  future  to 
remove  the  staff  of  the  Laboratory  of  Micro¬ 
biology  and  Pathology,  College  road,  North  Bris¬ 
bane,  to  the  premises  occupied  by  the  department 
at  the  Old  Court  House  in  Grey  street,  South 
Brisbane,  and  when  the  change  becomes  an 
accomplished  fact  it  will  prove  an  advantage  as 
well  as  a  saving  of  time. 

PERSONNEL  OF  STAFF. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  under  review  the 
headquarters  staff  consisted  of  a  Commissioner, 
Health  Officer,  Director  of  the  Laboratory  of 
Microbiology  and  Pathology,  Medical  Officer  of 
Tuberculosis  Bureau,  Secretary,  Acting  Senior 
Clerk,  Chief  Food  Inspector,  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  two  clerks,  three  typistes,  Principal 
and  Second  Assistants  at  the  Laboratory,  nine 
inspectors,  three  inspectors  at  Northern  sub¬ 
offices,  two  nurses,  a  messenger,  and  an  attendant 
at  the  Laboratory. 

The  Lazaret  at  Peel  Island  has  the  following 
staff : — A  superintendent,  an  assistant  superin¬ 
tendent,  a  nurse,  housekeeper,  two  cooks,  two 
assistant  cooks,  three  attendants,  two  labourers. 
Inmate  labour — Carpenter,  two  laundrymen,  and 
three  attendants. 

CHANGES  IN  STAFF. 

Nurse  Lucy  S.  Thomas  was  appointed 
second  staff  nurse  on  11th  August,  1917,  in  the 
room  of  Nurse  Cruise,  promoted. 

On  the  31st  May,  1917,  an  Executive  Minute 
was  gazetted  abolishing  the  respective  designa¬ 
tions  of  the  inspectors  as  shown  in  the  following 
schedule : — 


Name. 


Present  Designation. 


Future  Designation. 


Stephen  Dudley 
Clarence  Murrell  Cato 
Charles  William  Beaver 
Edwin  Horatio  Burton 
Reginald  Anthony  Wright 
Jasper  Gaze  Wiseman 
John  Stewart 
Alfred  Edghill  Leo  Mason 
Alexander  Nairn  Young 
William  McNeil 
Mark  Plumb 
J ohn  Quinn 
Lancelot  Evan  Cooling 
Ralph  Pender  Sanderson 


First  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

Inspector 

Senior  Food  Inspector 
.  .  .  Inspector 

Sanitary  Inspector  . . 

Sanitary  Inspector 
Senior  Food  Inspector 
.  .  .  Food  Inspector 

Food  Inspector 

.  .  .  Sanitary  Inspector  . . 

„  . .  Inspector 

Inspector 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
.  . .  Assistant  Food  Inspector  . . 


Inspector 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Inspector 
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These  officers  are  now  available  for  both  sanitary 
and  food  duty.  This  change  should  prove  both 
economical  and  satisfactory,  as  is  the  case  in 
the  North,  where  officers  have  been  engaged  on 
both  these  branches  of  the  work  with  good 
results. 

OFFICERS  ABSENT  ON  SERVICE. 

Dr.  G.  P.  Dixon,  Major  R.  H.  Walsh,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  A.  N.  Voung,  Sergeant  L.  Potter,  Privates 
E.  C.  Julian,  J.  Critchley,  E.  F.  Scott,  T.  O’Shea, 
R.  G.  Little,  L.  E.  Cooling,  Corporal  A.  E.  L. 
Mason,  Privates  J.  H.  Bradbury,  T.  Whelan,  C. 
0  ’Shea,  and  W.  Cosgrove. 

Major  R.  IT.  Walsh,  who  held  the  position 
of  Senior  Clerk,  is  now  Camp  Commandant  at 
Military  Headquarters.  W.  McNeil,  having  fully 
recovered  his  health,  has  again  offered  his  ser¬ 
vices  for  his  country  and  has  been  accepted. 

CONCLUSION. 

Queensland  may  well  be  congratulated  on 
possessing  such  a  splendid  record  from  a  health 
standpoint.  Undoubtedly  this  is  mainly  due  to 
our  climate:  sunshine  is  recognised  as  a  safe 
means  of  destroying  germ  life  antagonistic  to  the 
welfare  of  man  and  as  a  disinfecting  agency 
are  useful  adjuncts  to  artificial  disinfectants. 

The  total  incidence  of  disease  throughout 
the  entire  State  shows  a  decline.  This  un¬ 


doubtedly  is  a  valuable  economic  asset  of  which 
we  may  be  proud.  A  sickly  population  is  noth¬ 
ing  short  of  a  national  debacle.  The  contingent 
expense  in  providing  and  maintaining  hospitals, 
asylums,  and  homes  for  the  destitute  proves 
annually  a  heavy  burden  on  the  community,  and 
this  condition  of  affairs  can  be  principally  attri¬ 
buted  to  preventable  diseases.  Typhoid  fever, 
being  one  of  the  diseases  that  cause  much  havoc 
among  workers,  should,  as  the  world  becomes 
more  enlightened,  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 
The  splendid  record  established  at  the  Front  in 
respect  to  typhoid  and  smallpox  stands  out  as 
a  brilliant  contrast  to  past  war  experiences,  and 
its  lesson  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  its  appli¬ 
cation  to  private  life. 

Owing  to  the  war,  staffs  are  somewhat  de¬ 
pleted,  but  work  is,  however,  maintained  at  high 
pitch,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
my  officers  for  their  good  services  during  the 
year.  Early  in  1917  the  Department  of  Public 
Health  took  up  its  quarters  at  the  Old  Police 
Court,  South  Brisbane,  and  when  the  Laboratory 
is  installed  the  staff  will  be  in  one  building, 
which  will  considerably  facilitate  the  working 
of  the  Department  as  well  as  afford  a  saving 
of  time. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  I.  MOORE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Health. 


r 


Land  reclaimed  with  dry  rubbish.  Bowling  green  in  background  on  the  made  land. 


View  showing  site  of  abandoned  cemetery;  bodies  previously  removed;  now  being  levelled  up 

with  warehouse  refuse  to  form  public  park. 
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APPENDICES. 


APPENDIX  A. 

REPORT  OF  HEALTH  OFIICER. 


Department  of  Public  Health, 

27th  July,  1917. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report 
for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1917. 

Metropolitan  Area. 

The  zymotic  diseases  most  prevalent  in  the 
metropolitan  area  for  the  year  were  the  usual 
ones,  diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever,  but  with 
regard  to  typhoid  fever  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
there  hast  been  a  considerable  reduction  in 
comparison  with  the  previous  year,  1915-16,  the 
rate  of  attack  falling  to  about  one-half  of  what 
it -stood  at  during  that  period  in  the  metropoli¬ 
tan  area.  This  diminution  of  incidence  has  not 
been  confined  solely  to  the  metropolis,  but  has 
t  extended  to  the  country  areas,  where  the  fall 
exhibits  even  a  greater  prominence,  amounting 
to  considerably  more  than  one  half  of  what  it 
was  in  the  previous  year.  The  period  of  greatest 
prevalence  were  the  months  of  November,  Decem¬ 
ber,  January,  and  February,  December  and 
January  showing  the  greatest  number  of  cases. 
By  March,  however,  it  commenced  to  dwindle 
in  intensity  and  to  fall  gradually  through  the 
succeeding  months  until  the  present  time,  when 
it  maintains  a  very  low  level. 

With  regard  to  diphtheria  there  has  been 
a  slight  reduction  in  the  case  incidence  for  the 
metropolitan  area  in  comparison  to  last  year,  but 
this  reduction  has  not  reflected  itself  in  the  out¬ 
lying  areas  of  the  State,  where  it  has  maintained 
its  customary  persistence. 

The  periods  of  greatest  prevalence  have  been 
the  months  of  March,  April,  May,  and  January 
of  the  present  year,  although  the  curve  main¬ 
tained  an  even  direction  in  the  succeeding  six 
months  and  the  cases  were  uniformly  distributed 
through  them.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  empha¬ 
sized  here  again  as  to  the  necessity  for  the 
prompt  detection  and  notification  of  diphtheria, 
and  especially  of  the  mild  case  and  the  ordinary 
sore  throat,  as  it  is  by  these  two  factors  and  the 
carrier  that  the  interepidemic  period  is  bridged 
over.  All  cases  that  clinically  resemble  diph¬ 
theria  should  be  reported  as  such  without  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  result  of  microscopical  examination, 
and  if  in  such  cases  a  negative  result  is  obtained 
it  should  be  disregarded,  as  diphtheria  may  be 
present  and  no  bacilli  be  found,  especially  if  the* 
throat  has  undergone  previous  medication. 

The  quicker  it  is  recognised  the  speedier  the 
case  can  be  isolated  and  antitoxin  administered 
without  delay,  and  so  prevent  the  possibility  of 
a  fatal  result  and  disposing  of  the  necessity  for 
operative  interference  of  any  kind.  There  is 
often  a  disposition  for  parents  and  others  not 
to  avail  themselves  early  enough  of  the  services 
of  the  medical  man,  in  consequence  of  which 
others  are  needlessly  exposed  to  the  risk  of  infec¬ 
tion,  and  delay  is  caused  in  the  use  of  antitoxin, 
uselessly  placing  the  life  of  the  patient  in 
jeopardy  and  increasing  the  factors  for  a  higher 
death  rate  than  there  would  be  otherwise.  Local 
Authorities  can  also  resist  the  spread  of  infec¬ 
tion  to  a  great  extent  by  ensuring  that  no  child 
away  from  school  with  a  sore  throat  missed  bac¬ 


teriological  examination  and  by  putting  section 
3  of  the  Diphtheria  Regulations,  1916,  promptly 
into  operation  immediately  on  notification  of  a 
case,  and  with  which  all  of  them  do  not  seem  to 
be  perfectly  acquainted.  All  contacts  of  the 
disease  should  receive  immunizing  doses  of  anti¬ 
toxin,  as  this  tends  to  reduce  the  number  of 
secondary  cases  of  diphtheria  in  a  family.  Cases 
of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  have  occurred 
throughout  the  metropolitan  area  during  the 
year,  but  here  again  the  case  incidence  has  under¬ 
gone  a  marked  reduction  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  the  fall  amounting  to  nearly  one- 
half  of  that  present  during  that  period.  All 
cases  notified  have  been  immediately  followed  up 
as  far  as  possible  and  all  contacts  with  the  case 
swabbed  for  the  detection  of  carriers,  and  isola¬ 
tion  and  measures  of  disinfection  carried  out  so 
as  to  limit  the  spread  of  the  disease  in  every  way. 

Lazaret,  Peel  Island. 

The  total  number  of  inmates  remaining  on  the 

30th  June,  1916,  was  .  .  .  .  44 

Admitted  during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1917 

— Whites  6,  coloured  2  . .  . .  . .  8 

52 

Died  during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1917 — 

Whites  4  (males  3,  females  1)  . .  . .  4 

Coloured  3  (males  3,  female  0)  . .  . .  3 

45 

Absconded  during  the  year  ending  30th  June, 

1917— Males . 2 

.  43 

Leaving  a  total  of  43  inmates  on  the  30th  June,  1917, 
as  follows  : — 


White  males 

..  141 

! 10 

White  females 

2  i 

Coloured  males 

..  251 

|  27 

Coloured  females 

2  i 

43 

The  male  coloured  inmates  are  made  up  as  follows  : — - 
South  Sea  Islanders,  12  ;  Chinese,  1  ;  Japanese,  1  ;  abori¬ 
ginals,  8  ;  half-caste,  4  ;  kanaka,  1  ;  =27. 

The  chief  forms  of  the  disease  prevalent 
amongst  the  inmates  were — 

1.  Nodular  Leprosy. 

2.  Mixed  Leprosy. 

The  treatment  for  the  year  has  been  carried 
out  exclusively  with  Chaulmoogra  oil,  with  the 
usual  subsidiary  aids,  and,  although  there  have 
been  no  discharges  for  the  year,  still  there  has 
been  a  considerable  improvement  amongst  some 
cases  of  the  Europeans  and  amongst  one  or  two 
of  the  coloured  inmates,  so  that  their  probable 
discharge  may  be  looked  for  later  on.  Nothing 
much  fresh  has  transpired  during  the  year  with 
regard  to  the  therapeutics  of  leprosy.  Takano 
(“  Journal  of  Experimental  Medicine”)  has 
experimented  with  a  compound  known  as  Cyano- 
cuprol  in  six  cases  of  leprosy,  in  which  he  states 
good  results  were  obtained,  but  also  added  that 
after  the  fifth  or  a  later  dose  anaphylactoid 
symptoms  may  set  in.  and  this  would  act  as  a 
barrier  to  its  utility  as  a  general  remedy  in  the 
disease,  besides  the  number  of  cases  are  too  small 
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to  draw  any  conclusions  from.  The  treatment, 
however,  is  still  being  carried  out  in  a  number  of 
other  cases,  so  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this 
remedy  will  establish  itself  as  an  effective  means 
or  only  as  an  aid  to  the  other  forms  of  treatment, 
as  many  others  have  done. 

Rogers,  in  India,  speaks  in  favouring 
Gynocardate  of  Soda,  but  he  is  careful  to  add 
that  he  makes  no  claim  to  cure  the  disease  with 
it,  only  that  he  has  seen  improvement  in  a 
number  of  cases  from  the  use  of  it.  The  num¬ 
bers,  as  in  other  experiments,  are  too  small  to 
draw  a  conclusion. 

McCoy  and  Holman,  of  the  United  States, 
speak  of  the  Carbon  Dioxide  Snow  treatment  in 
this  disease,  but  they  only  refer  to  a  small 
number  of  cases  again  under  treatment,  and 
from  which  it  is  impossible  to  draw  any  practical 
deductions  so  that  it  may  be  applied  as  a  general 
method  of  treatment.  They  also  add  that  in 
twenty-seven  of  the  nodular  cases  in  which  it 
was  used  seventeen  showed  diminution  with  size 
of  the  lesions,  but  all  remained  microscopically 
positive  and  so  showed  no  improvement. 

None  of  these  remedies,  therefore,  present 
any  advantage  in  the  treatment  of  the  disease 
to  that  of  Chaulmoogra  oil,  which  has  stood  the 
test  of  time  against  all  of  them,  and  Hopkins 
in  his  observations  on  the  treatment  of  leprosy, 
with  special  reference  to  Chaulmoogra  oil,  in  the 
“  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of 
1916,”  compares  the  results  with  Chaulmoogra 
oil  with  other  methods  of  treatment,  in  269  cases 
extending  over  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  since 
he  has  been  visiting  physician  to  the  Lepers’ 
Home  at  Louisania,  and  states  so  strong  has  the 
conviction  become  with  regard  to  the  use  of 
Chaulmoogra  oil  that  it  is  the  routine  practice 
to  administer  it  to  every  case  on  admission  to 
the  Home.  The  cases  not  too  far  advanced  and 
able  to  undergo  a  systematic  course  of  treatment 
show  a  large  percentage  of  improvement,  and 
that  the  average  time  of  cure  was  about  three 
years. 

Enrique  Gomez  speaks  of  Chaulmoogra  oil 
treatment  at  the  Leper  Hospital  of  Agua  cle  Dios 
at  Bogata,  in  which  those  under  treatment  lost 
all  signs  of  the  disease  (Repertorio  de  Medecina 
y  Cirujua,  1915). 

McCoy  and  Hollman  again  in  “  The  Chaul¬ 
moogra  Oil  Treatment  of  Leprosy,”  in  the 
United  States  Public  Health  Bulletin,  1916, 
review  the  literature  on  the  treatment  of  leprosy 
by  Chaulmoogra  oil.  It  was  first  used  by  Blane, 
of  New  Orleans,  in  1888.'  It  was  afterwards 
employed  by  Toustoules,  of  Cairo,  Egypt,  who 
reported  favourably  upon  it  in  1899  and  after¬ 
wards  Castel,  still  more  recently  by  Heiser  in 
the  Philippines.  In  Hawaii  Chaulmoogra  oil  has 
been  the  most  popular  remedy  since  1886.  Many 
cases  have  benefited  by  its  use,  and  any  new 
substance  will  have  to  prove  its  merit  before  it 
can  hope  to  displace  the  remedy  in  the  treatment 
of  the  disease  with  a  reputation  extending  over 
so  many  years  and  the  high  percentage  of  im¬ 
provements. 

Outside  Visits. 

Linville  was  visited  with  regard  to  an  out¬ 
break  of  diphtheria  and  immediate  action  taken 
to  discover  possible  carriers  who  might  be  dis¬ 


seminating  the  disease  unconsciously  and  other 
measures  instituted  for  the  suppression  of  the 
disease. 

Wooroolin,  with  regard  to  an  outbreak  of 
typhoid  fever,  with  special  search  for  carriers, 
inspection  of  the  town  and  district,  and  mea¬ 
sures  instituted  to  suppress  the  outbreak. 

St.  Helena  Prison,  in  reference  to  inter¬ 
mittent  outbreaks  of  typhoid  fever  from  time  to 
time,  attention  being  directed  specially  towards 
the  detection  of  possible  carriers  within  the 
institution  itself  and  thus  maintaining  a  possible 
focus  of  infection  and  other  means  advocated 
and  embodied  in  a  special  report  for  dealing 
with  it. 

Special  visits  were  also  made  outside  to 
Ipswich  and  the  Coomera  River,  with  regard  to 
the  presence  of  suspicious  cases  of  disease  in 
those  districts  and  deciding  the  diagnoses  and 
special  reports  drawn  up  with  reference  to  them. 

Periodical  visits  were  also  made  outside  in 
the  Metropolitan  Area  to  the  various  sanitary 
depots  and  special  visits  and  consultations  were 
held  with  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  other 
inspectors  of  this  Department  with  regard  to 
nuisances  existing  in  obnoxious  trade  areas, 
building  and  premises  unfit  for  habitation,  pro¬ 
posed  site  for  new  sanitary  depots,  &c. 

A  visit  was  also  made  to  the  East  Brisbane 
State  School  with  reference  to  an  outbreak  of 
diphtheria  there,  and  recommendations  were 
made  and  embodied  in  a  special  report  for  the 
carrying  out  of  various  improvements,  also 
carrying  out  the  duties  of  Acting  Director  to 
the  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  and  Pathology 
during  the  absence  of  the  Director  on  leave  and 
on  two  other  occasions  acting  during  the  absence 
of  the  Commissioner,  in  addition  to  the  other 
duties  of  Health  Officer. 

A  visit  was  also  made  to  the  Tuffnel  Home, 
Nundah,  in  reference  to  an  outbreak  of 
diphtheria.  Recommendations  were  made  and 
measures  taken  for  its  suppression. 

Rats. 

The  number  of  rats  destroyed  in  the  metro¬ 
politan  area  for  the  year  was  6,876,  of  which 
1,808  were  examined  bacteriologically.  This  is 
a  very  inadequate  number  for  a  city  the  size  of 
Brisbane,  but,  as  this  portion  of  the  matter  has 
been  dealt  with  more  fully  in  previous  reports 
of  1914-15-16,  no  further  reference  need  be  made 
to  it  here,  since  by  an  Order  in  Council  of  the 
,26th  May,  1916,  regulations  were  enacted  placing 
the  work  of  destruction  of  rats  upon  the  local 
authorities,  who  were  charged  with  the  execution 
of  these  Regulations  within  their  own  areas. 

Vaccination 

Has  been  carried  out  from  time  to  time  during 
the  year  in  a  spasmodic  manner,  those  taking 
advantage  of  it  being  mostly,  as  in  previous 
years,  those  proceeding  to  the  Pacific  Islands, 
whose  work  or  profession  called  them  there  with 
the  intention  of  residing,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  prove  they  had  been  successfully  vaccinated 
before  being  allowed  to  enter  the  country. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  E.  THOMSON,  Health  Officer. 
The  Commissioner  of  Public  Health. 
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APPENDIX  B. 

REPORT  OF  DIRECTOR,  LABORATORY  OF  MICROBIOLOGY  AND 

PATHOLOGY. 


Brisbane,  27th  July,  1917. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  of  the  work  done  in  the  laboratory 
during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1917  : — 

Plague. 

Examinations  of  rodents  and  spleen  smears 
for  plague  lesions  and  bacilli  showed  a  consider¬ 
able  reduction  compared  with  last  year. 

From  a  public  health  point  of  view  this  is 
veiy  disappointing,  and  might  easily  become  so 
serious  as  to  be  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the 
communty. 

In  none  of  the  specimens  examined  was  any 
evidence  of  plague  found. 

Tuberculosis. 

An  increased  number  of  specimens  were 
examined  for  tuberculosis  and  the  number  in 
which  evidence  of  the  disease  was  found  showed 
a  reduction  both  absolute  and  relative. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

The  number  of  blood  specimens  examined 
by  the  agglutination  method  for  evidence  of  the 
presence  of  the  typhoid-paratyphoid  fevers  was 
about  two-thirds  of  the  number  examined  last 
year. 

If,  as  this  possibly  indicates,  there  is  a  corre¬ 
sponding  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
fever  notified,  it  is  very  satisfactory. 

I  regret  that  this  could  not  be  attributed  to 
any  increase  in  the  popularity  of  anti-typhoid 
immunisation  during  the  year,  as  the  demand 
for  vaccine,  as  indicated  by  the  number  of  doses 
supplied  by  the  laboratory,  was  little  more  than 
one-third  as  great  as  last  year. 

Leprosy. 

An  average  number  of  specimens  were 
examined  for  the  leprosy  bacillus,  and  the  results 
showed  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  in 

which  it  was  found. 

Diphtheria. 

Owing  to  several  small  school  outbreaks  of 
the  disease,  there  was  an  increase  of  approxi¬ 
mately  one-third  in  the  number  of  swabs  ex¬ 
amined  for  the  diphtheria  bacillus. 

The  continued  presence  of  the  bacillus  in 
the  throat  of  carriers  in  spite  of  ordinary  treat¬ 
ment  suggests  the  possibility  of  experimental 
work  to  determine  the  value  here  of  the  various 
means  tried  in  other  countries  to  clear  the  bacil¬ 
lus  from  the  throat. 

Enthetic  Diseases. 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  for 
syphilis  and  gonorrhoea  was  double  the  number 
mentioned  in  last  year’s  report. 

This  increase  was  to  a  considerable  extent 
due  to  extraordinary  causes,  as  a  large  number 
were  received  from  the  military  authorities. 


In  normal  peaceful  times,  of  course,  this 
addition  to  the  work  would  be  absent,  and  if,  as 
I  believe  is  contemplated,  the  regulations  be  so 
altered  that  these  examinations  be  done  free  of 
charge,  I  cannot  see  how  any  considerable  in¬ 
crease  in  the  work  can  come  about,  because  the 
importance  of  clinching  a  possble  doubtful  diag¬ 
nosis  is  in  most  cases  sufficient  to  cause  the  cost 
to  be  disregarded. 

The  number  of  specimens  in  which  the  gono¬ 
coccus  was  found  showed  an  increase  out  of  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  increase  in  the  number  examined. 

Meningitis. 

Any  change  in  the  prevalence  of  many  of 
the  diseases  of  micro-organismal  origin  is  usually 
shown  by  an  increase  or  reduction  of  the  work 
done  in  the  laboratory.  Accordingly  the  diminu¬ 
tion  in  the  number  of  throat  swabs  submitted 
for  examination  in  connection  with  meningitis 
should  indicate  a  corresponding  reduction  in  the 
occurrence  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  during 
the  year. 

Clinical  Work. 

Some  increase  is  shown  in  the  amount  of 
clinical  work  done  for  medical  men  and  hospitals 
throughout  the  State,  but  nothing  of  general 
interest  resulted.  The  amount  of  work  done  in 
connection  with  the  Pure  Foods  Act  was,  com¬ 
pared  with  what  it  might  be,  very  small. 

Smallpox. 

Owing  to  the  subsidence  of  the  smallpox 
scare  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  make  any 
more  calf-lymph  than  was  yieded  by  one  calf. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  no 
opportunity  has  yet  occurred  to  test  the  potency 
of  the  lymph  so  made.  I  beg  to  suggest  that  the 
potency  of  the  lymph  be  ascertained  at  the 
earliest  opportunity,  because  if  it  has  lost  its 
potency  it  will  be  necessary  to  manufacture  more 
so  that  a  fair  reserve  will  be  in  stock. 

During  the  year,  as  the  detailed  summary 
shows,  the  laboratory  has  been  worked  practi¬ 
cally  to  its  full  capacity. 

I  regret  that  it  was  not  possible  to  increase 
the  amount  of  work  done,  particularly  of  speci¬ 
mens  coming  within  the  sphere  of  the  1  ure 
Foods  Act. 

In  a  Department  having  the  scope  of  the 
Health  Department  there  should  be  almost 
enough  pure  food  specimens  to  occupy  one  man 
throughout  the  year. 

A  tabular  summary  of  the  work  referred  to 
will  be  found  appended. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)  JOHN  J.  HARRIS, 

Director. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Health, 

Brisbane, 
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Table  Showing  Particulars  of  Specimens  Examined  at  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  during  Year  Ending 

30th  June,  1917. 


A.' — Specimens  Examined  with  view  to  Diagnosis. 


Disease  Suspected. 

Nature  of  Specimen. 

Number. 

Positive. 

Plague 

Rats 

1,823 

Mice 

259 

•  • 

Bundaberg  rat  smears  . . 

1,035 

•  • 

Maryborough  rat  smears 

658 

Townsville  rat  smears  . . 

563 

• 

Mackay  rat  smears 

556 

Cairns  rat  smears 

545 

Rockhampton  rat  smears 

389 

•  • 

Tuberculosis 

Sputum 

727 

195 

Urine 

20 

•  . 

Pus 

7 

1 

Tissue 

5 

.  . 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid 

4 

•  • 

Lung  fluid 

1 

•  . 

Pleural  fluid 

5 

1 

Milky  fluid 

1 

.  . 

Discharge 

1 

•  • 

Typhoid 

Blood 

433 

140 

Urine 

37 

8 

Faeces 

33 

8 

Water 

1 

.  . 

Leprosy 

Serum 

79 

20 

Nasal  smear 

1 

.  . 

Diphtheria  . . 

Throat  swabs  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . 

8,613 

1,486 

Membrane,  trachea 

1 

1 

Gonorrhoea  . . 

Pus 

1,793 

318 

Urine 

1 

•  . 

Syphilis 

Blood 

1,313 

510 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid 

5 

2 

Smears 

4 

1 

Malaria 

Blood 

5 

1 

Ringworm  . . 

Scalp  hairs 

1 

•  • 

Ankylostomiasis 

Faeces 

68 

31 

Meningitis  .  . 

Swabs  ~ 

703 

6 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid 

55 

7 

Smear  from  eye 

1 

1  • 

Urine 

3 

•  . 

Blood 

1 

.  # 

Pernicious  anaemia .  . 

Blood 

4 

,  , 

Filaria 

Blood 

4 

1 

Urine 

1 

.  , 

Lambia  intestinalis 

Faeces 

1 

1 

Actinomycosis 

Pus 

1 

•  • 

Dysentery  . . 

Faeces 

2 

.  . 

Bilharzia  haematobia 

Faeces 

1 

•  . 

Urine 

1 

.  , 

Paratyphoid 

Blood 

2 

1 

Urine 

2 

•  . 

Faeces  . .  .1 

2 

2 

Amoebae 

Faeces 

2 

1 

Medico -legal 

Articles  of  clothing,  piece  of  wood,  razor — for  human 

6 

•  • 

blood  stains 

Articles  of  clothing,  box  of  earth  with  grass  and  herb- 

19 

3 

age,  smears' — for  spermatozoa 

Bones — for  human  bones 

4 

•  . 

Malignancy 

Tissues 

180 

19,982 

B. — Statement  of  Vaccines  Made. 


Disease  Suspected. 

Nature  of  Specimen. 

Organism. 

Number. 

Autogenous  vaccines 

Pus — 

Neck 

Staph -Aureus 

2 

Carbuncle 

Staph-Aureus 

l 

Face 

Staph-Aureus 

2 

Skin  of  nose 

Staph-Aureus 

1 

Wound 

Staph-Aureus 

2 

Axilla 

Staph-Aureus 

1 

Back 

Staph-Aureus 

1 

Pus 

Staph-Aureus 

6 

Urine 

Staph-Aureus 

2 

Pus — 

Sinus 

Streptococci 

1 

Knee 

Streptococci 

1 

Leg  . 

Streptococci 

1 

Vagina 

Streptococci 

1 

Pus 

Streptococci 

1 

Carried  forward 

9  # 

23 
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Table  Showing  Particulars  of  Specimens  Examined  at  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  during  Year  ending 

30th  June,  1917 — continued. 


B. — Statement  of  Vaccines  Made — continued. 


Disease  Suspected. 

Nature  of  Specimen. 

Organisms. 

Number. 

Brought  forward .... 

23 

Autogenous  vaccines 

Swab  from  teeth 

Streptococci 

1 

Urine 

Streptococci 

3 

Sputum 

Streptococci 

2 

Faeces 

Streptococci 

1 

Pus,  wound  . . 

Coliform  Bac. 

1 

Discharge,  wound 

Coliform  Bac. 

1 

Pus  . .  . .  . .  ■ 

Coliform  Bac. 

2 

Urine 

Coliform  Bac. 

10 

Intestinal  mucus 

Coliform  Bac. 

1 

Pus,  arm 

Staphylococci 

1 

Pus 

Staphylococci 

1 

Culture,  osteomyelitis  case  . . 

Staphylococci 

1 

Pus,  acne  case 

Staph-Albus 

3 

Pus,  face 

Staph-Albus 

1 

- 

Pus 

Staph-Albus 

1 

Discharge 

Staph-Albus 

1 

Urine 

Staph-Albus 

3 

Pus,  antrum  . . 

Diplococci 

1 

Pus,  vagina  .  . 

Dipjococci 

1 

Sputum 

Diplococci 

5 

Urine 

Diplococci 

i 

Pus,  ear 

Diphtheroid 

i 

Pus,  abscess  . . 

Diphtheroid 

i 

Nasal  swab 

Diphtheroid 

i 

Sputum 

Diphtheroid 

i 

Nasal  discharge 

Staph-Citreus 

i 

4 

Pus,  wounds  . . 

Mixed  organisms 

2 

Pus,  sinus  of  thigh  . . 

Mixed  organisms 

1 

Culture,  sinus 

Mixed  organisms 

1 

Throat  swab  . . 

Mixed  organisms 

2 

Urine 

Mixed  organisms 

1 

Sputum 

Mixed  organisms 

4 

Discharge 

Mixed  organisms 

l 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  . . 

Meningococci 

5 

Stock  Culture 

B.  Typhosus  doses 

3,089 

3,176 

C. — Miscellaneous. 


Disease  Suspected. 


Miscellaneous 


Nature  of  Specimen. 


Water 

Foods — ice-cream,  ices,  milk,  cremonne,  ox  tongue, 
grain,  yeast,  dough,  malto-pepsin,  powder,  &c. 
Disinfectants 
Filter 

Urine,  Coliform  bacilli 
Urine,  general  examination 
Urine,  blood,  pus,  casts 

Blood,  differential  leucocyte  count . 

Blood,  corpuscle  enumeration 
Haemoglobin  estimation 
Faeces  for  worms 
Soil,  Coliform  bacilli 
Faeces,  parasites  and  blood 
Stomach  contents 
Faeces  gastric  ulcer,  blood 
Milky  fluid,  pus  cells 


bread,  flour. 


Number. 


53 

36 

3 

1 

1 

18 

14 

5 

6 
3 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 


Examination,  Bacteria. 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid 
Cultures  . . 

Sputum  .  . 

Pleural  fluid 

Serum 

Urine 

Pus 

Swab 

Smear 

Abscess,  knee 
Blood 

Culture  media  . . 

Catgut 


9 

7 

19 

5 

1 

23 

13 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


233 
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APPENDIX  C. 

REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR  ENTHETIC  DISEASES. 


Brisbane,  24th  July,  1917. 

Sir, — I  wish  to  submit  to  you  the  following 
report  in  connection  with  the  Enthetie  Diseases 
Department,  including  the  Examination  Rooms 
at  William  street  and  the  Venereal  Dispensary 
and  wards  at  the  General  Hospital. 

Examination  Rooms. 

Number  of  examinations  made,  830. 

,  Number  of  bloods  taken  for  Wasserman 
Reaction  Test,  252. 

Number  of  attendances  really  corresponds 
to  the  number  of  smears  taken  for  microbio¬ 
logical  examination  at  the  Laboratory,  whereas 
the  blood  tests  are  made  at  frequent  intervals. 

Those  found  suffering  from  gonorrhoea  were 
immediately  brought  before  a  magistrate  and 
with  one  doctor’s  certificate  committed  to  Ward 
No.  12  for  treatment;  and  further  failing  to 
satisfy  the  medical  officer  in  charge  that  they 
are  free  from  disease,  on  three  consecutive  nega¬ 
tive  smears  during  the  space  of  fourteen  days 
they  are  recommitted. 

Positive  Wassermann  cases  showing  any  clini¬ 
cal  signs  of  specific  disease  were  also  committed 
to  hospital,  to  undergo  the  treatment  prescribed. 

I  might  mention  that  the  new  amendments 
under  the  Health  Act  stirred  up  the  class  of 
people  under  question  for  a  short  time  and  the 
attendance  for  examination  increased  and  then 
decreased.  I  would  like  to  state  here  that  the 
class  of  woman  being  examined  at  the  Examina¬ 
tion  Rooms  is  comparatively  clean  to  those  who 
are  described  by  patients  attending  the  Venereal 
Clinic  for  treatment,  and  further  the  regular 
attendants  at  the  Examination  Rooms  do  not 
correspond  with  those  persons  who  are  described 
as  being  the  means  of  transmitting  the  disease 
to  those  sufferers  who  apply  for  treatment  at  the 
hospital,  and  unless  some  means  be  found  to 
search  out  the  type  of  woman  referred  to,  the 
disease  will  continue,  as  it  is  doing,  to  carry  on 
its  insidious  attacks  on  the  innocent  and  other¬ 
wise  in  this  community. 

I  find  no  difficulty  in  dealing  with  those 
people  who  come  along  for  examination,  and  at 
their  hands  always  receive  the  respect  and 
courtesy  which  is,  I  think,  due  to  those  who  work 
for  their  benefit. 


Venereal  Clinic  (Dispensary). 

The  Venereal  Clinic  is  conducted  at  the 
General  Hospital,  between  the  hours  of  5  p.m. 
and  6  p.m.  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  and  Thurs¬ 
days,  and  on  Friday  evening  between  the  hours 
of  7  and  8  p.m. 

At  the  clinic,  outdoor  patients  are  seen  and 
treated  and  cases  are  sorted  out  Ifor  minor 
operations,  &c.,  and  received  into  hospital. 
Patients  are  also  taken  into  the  hospital  from 
here  and  receive  injections  of  Arsenobenzol  and 
are  then  returned  for  further  treatment.  It  is 
at  this  clinic  that  one  finds  out  the  type  of  woman 
who  is  responsible  for  venereal  disease,  from 
information  sought  in  order  to  fill  in  notifica¬ 
tion  forms.  The  type  corresponds  to  that  already 
referred  to. 

The  attendance  at  outpatients  department 
was  3,060  males  and  316  females. 

No.  12  Ward. 

Number  of  cases  admitted,  116. 

This  is  the  ward  where  the  women  who  are 
recognised  as  prostitutes  and  suffering  from 
venereal  disease  are  committed  to  for  treatment. 

There  is  a  staff  of  nurses  supplied  by  the 
hospital  and  routine  work  is  carried  on  as  in  any 
other  sick  ward. 

Patients  for  Arsenobenzol  receive  their 
injections  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  in  the 
operating  theatre  of  the  hospital  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  the  operating  room  staff. 

Routine  treatment  of  the  patients  is  con¬ 
ducted  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and 
Friday  evenings.  Smears  and  blood  tests  as 
required  are  taken  on  Monday  and  Thursday 
evenings. 

The  patients  from  time  to  time  become 
uneasy  on  account  of  detention,  but  generally 
they  are  contented  and  submissive  to  treatment. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  those  persons 
who  directly  or  indirectly  assist  me  in  carrying 
out  the  work  prescribed. 

I  have,  &c., 

P.  F.  CROWE,  L.R.C.S.,  I.,  L.R.C.P.,  I.,  L.M. 


I 

1  I 

Utilisation  of  rubbish  in  a  country  town.  View  showing  a  deep  depression  on  a  main  road  being 
formed  to  an  even  grade.  The  lower  half  of  recently  filled-in  roadway  cames  tianic 
while  filling  to  permanent  level  proceeds. 


Views  of  a  wide  roadway  formed  with  refuse  across  a  tidal  Culm  vigilax 
swamp  in  a  Northern  Queensland  town.  All  combustible  matter 
by  fire  on  top  of  the  tip,  and  the  residue  forked  over  face  of  same. 


mosquito-breeding 
has  been  consumed 
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APPENDIX  D. 


GOVERNMENT  CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 


Brisbane,  19th  July,  1917. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  submit 
my  report  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1917, 
in  accordance  with  Section  31  of  the  Health 

Act. 


The  number  of  samples  examined  for  your 
Department  during  the  year  was  1,551,  an 
increase  of  63  samples  on  the  work  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  The  work  done  during  the  year  is 
summarised  in  the  following  table: — 


Food  or  Drug. 


Baking  powder 
Beer 

Beverages  and  cordials 
Butter 
Cheese 

Cocoa  and  coffee  . . 
Colourings  and  dyes 
Confectionery 
Cream  of  tartar 
Custard  powders  . . 
Disinfectants 
Dripping 

Drugs  and  medicines 
Essences 
Fish,  tinned 
Fish,  not  tinned 
Flours 
Fruit,  dried 
Fruit,  tinned 
Jams  and  jellies 
Meats,  tinned 
Meats,  mince  and  sausage 
Milk,  condensed 
Milk,  fresh 
Miscellaneous 
Oils,  essential,  medicated,  &c. 
Rice 
Soap 

Spirituous  liquors  . . 

Tea 

Toilet  preparations 
Vinegar 
Wine 


Urine 

Waters  (for  potability) 
Waters  (W.  and  S.)  Board 


Total  Number  of 
Samples. 

Samples  Passed. 

Samples  Failed. 

10 

8 

2 

60 

56 

4 

60 

45 

15 

8 

8 

•  • 

14 

14 

•  • 

34 

30 

4 

6 

5 

1 

39 

19 

20 

43 

32 

11 

69 

69 

•  • 

8 

6 

2 

8 

6 

2 

140 

115 

25 

33 

24 

9 

47 

40 

7 

9 

7 

2 

7 

6 

1 

7 

3 

4 

16 

11 

5 

31 

27 

4 

23 

23 

•  • 

19 

13 

6 

6 

5 

1 

446 

364 

82 

113 

102 

11 

15 

10 

5 

19 

19 

.  • 

28 

20 

8 

112 

52 

60 

12 

12 

•  • 

29 

23 

6 

17 

15 

2 

7 

5 

2 

1,495 

1,194 

301 

9 

8 

39 

1,551 

.  The  miscellaneous  samples  consisted  chiefly 
of  arrowroot,  barley,  bread,  condiments,  cream, 
fruit  crystals,  honey,  infants’  foods,  margarine, 
tobacco,  tinned  vegetables,  Chinese  foodstuffs, 
tartaric  acid,  egg  noodles,  dried  fruits,  rat 
exterminators,  malt  extract,  macaroni,  sugars, 
carraway  seeds,  pea  sausage,  and  hydrometers. 

Only  the  samples  that  were  found  to  be 
adulterated  are  reported  as  “  failed  ”  in  the 
above  table.  Besides  these,  there  were  many 


samples  of  drugs  and  medicines,  beverages, 
custard  powders,  and  toilet  preparations,  which 
contained  misleading  or  extravagant  statements 
on  the  labels. 

Of  the  total  number  of  samples  submitted, 
664  were  “  legal  ”  samples  taken  by  inspectors 
strictly  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Health  Act.  The  following  table  shows  the 
results : — 


Food  or  Drug. 


Beer  . . 

Beverages  and  cordials 

Brandy 

Bread 

Cream  of  tartar 
Dripping 
Essence  of  lemon 
Gin  . . 

Milk,  fresh  . . 
Mincemeat  and  sausages 
Miscellaneous 
Rum  . .  •  •  1 

Vinegar  . .  • 

Whisky 


No.  of 
Samples. 


51 

17 
19 

2 

18 
6 

17 
8 

427 

19 

18 
12 

4 

46 


664 


Passed. 


44 

10 

8 

2 

15 

4 
12 

5 

338 

13 

10 

3 

9 


473 


Failed. 


4 
6 

11 

3 

2 

5 
3 

82 

6 
8 
9 
3 

37 


179 


Unfit  for 
I  Analysis 
or  Lost  in 
!  Transit. 


12 


Prosecu¬ 

tions. 


20 


1 

3 
27 

4 

1 

11 

1 

25 


93 


Convic¬ 

tions. 


20 


1 

3 
27 

4 

1 

11 

1 

25 


93 


Fines  and 
Costs. 


£  s.  d. 

89  4  0 


3  4 

15  13 
273  1 

5  10 


2 

46 

3 

118 


6 

6 

0 

6 

6 

10 

0 

10 


556  12  8 


B 
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There  is  always  a  number  of  prosecutions  prosecutions  for  brandy  and  rum  in  the  above 
pending  at  the  end  of  each  year,  and  it  is  the  list  to  exceed  the  number  of  samples  taken  during 
inclusion  of  these  that  causes  the  number  of  the  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  result  of  the  milk  inspection  (legal  samples  only)  set  out 
according  to  localities: — 


Locality, 

No.  Samples. 

- i - — 

Failed. 

Percentage 

Failed. 

Average  % 
Added  Water. 

Atherton 

3 

Brisbane  North 

88 

24  (18  watered,  6  deficient  in  fat) 

27 

15 

Brisbane  South 

28 

5  (4  watered,  1  deficient  in  fat) 

18 

12 

Brisbane  railway  stations 

125 

14  (13  watered,  1  deficient  in  fat) 

11 

9 

Brisbane  restaurants 

43 

12  (4  watered,  8  deficient  in  fat) 

28 

9 

Cairns 

45 

14  (10  watered,  4  deficient  in  fat) 

31 

22 

Charleville  . . 

4 

Nil  (1  unfit  for  analysis)  . . 

•  •  • 

.  . 

Ooolangatta 

5 

2  watered  . . 

40 

9 

Dalby 

5 

Nil  . 

•  • 

•  • 

Laidley 

2 

1  watered  ... 

50 

19 

Roma 

6 

(Unfit  for  analysis) 

•  . 

•  • 

Rosewood  . . 

3 

1  watered  .  . 

33 

7 

Sandgate  and  Nundah 

12 

Nil  . 

,  . 

.  . 

Southport  . . 

9 

3  watered  . . 

33 

18 

Stanthorpe 

5 

Nil  . 

.  . 

•  • 

Toowoomba  . .  . . 

11 

2  watered  . . 

18 

17 

Townsville  . . 

17 

1  watered  .  . 

6 

5 

Warwick 

9 

3  watered  . . 

33 

9 

Woody  Point 

2 

Nil  . 

•  , 

•  • 

Wynnum  and  Manly 

5 

Nil  . 

427 

82  (G2  watered,  20  deficient  in  fat) 

19 

14 

The  following  table  shows  the  progress  of 
the  milk  campaign  during  the  last  six  years,  the 
results  being  those  obtained  from  legal 
samples : — 


Year. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

No.  of 
Samples 
Failed. 

Percentage 

Failed. 

Average  % 
of  Added 
Water. 

1911-12 

265 

69 

26 

12-0 

1912-13 

419 

60 

14 

140 

1913-14 

385 

57 

15 

13-5 

1914-15 

609 

96 

16 

17-4 

1915-16 

442 

79 

18 

14-7 

1916-17 

427 

82 

19 

140 

The  proportion  of  adulterated  samples  in 
North  Brisbane  and  South  Brisbane  is  much 
higher  than  in  previous  years  and  is  probably  due 
mainly  to  greater  discrimination  in  sampling,  not 
necessarily  implying  that  the  adulteration  all 


round  in  those  localities  has  increased  in  that 
increased  ratio.  The  average  proportion  (19 
per-cent.)  of  samples  adulterated  is,  however, 
much  too  high,  and  only  more  exhaustive 
sampling  will  reduce  this  result.  In  Queensland 
the  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  per  1,000 
of  the  population  amounted  last  year  to  0-6, 
whereas  in  New  South  Wales  for  1915  the  number 
Avas  5-3  and  the  proportion  of  adulterated 
samples  was  5-7  per  cent.  It  evidently  still  pays 
to  adulterate  milk  in  Queensland  and  pay  the 
fines  Avhen  caught. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  BROWNLIE  HENDERSON, 

Government  Analyst. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Health, 

Brisbane. 
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APPENDIX  E. 

NURSES’  REGISTRATION  BOARD. 


20th  July,  1917. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  furnish  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Nurses’  Registration 
Board  for  the  year  ended  30th  June,  1917. 

During  the  period  under  review  eleven 
general  and  four  special  meetings  were  held,  and 
the  following  members  of  the  Board  were  pre¬ 
sent  : — 


— 

General. 

Special. 

Total. 

Dr.  Ellerton .  . 

10 

4 

14 

Dr.  Halford 

7 

1 

8 

Miss  Chatfield 

11 

4 

15 

Miss  Macdonald 

11 

4 

15 

The  following  registrations  were  granted 
during  the  year  by  examination : — General,  68 ; 
midwifery,  34 ;  mental,  21 ;  total  123,  as  against 
general,  94;  midwifery,  33;  mental,  13;  total, 
140,  for  the  preceding  year,  during  which  period 
an  additional  examination  had  been  held  for 
general  nurses. 

Registrations  granted  by  the  Minister  under 
section  154e  of  the  Health  Acts  were  as  follows : 
— General,  14 ;  midwifery,  57  ;  mental,  nil ;  total, 
71 ;  as  against  general,  14 ;  midwifery,  33 ; 
mental,  2 ;  total,  49,  for  the  preceding  year. 

Two  examinations  for  general,  midwifery, 
and  mental  nurses  were  held  during  the  year, 
one  in  March  and  the  other  in  September,  at  the 
following  examining  centres: — 


General. 

Midwifery. 

Mental. 

Brisbane 

Brisbane 

Goodna 

Toowoomba 

Rockhampton 

Toowoomba 

Rockhampton 

Bundaberg 

Ipswich 

Townsville 

Bundaberg 

Charters  Towers 
Mackay 

Cairns 

Toowoomba 

Goondiwindi  was  made  a  special  midwifery 
examining  centre  for  the  September  examina¬ 
tion. 

At  these  examining  centres  examiners  for 
the  practical  and  oral  sections  were  appointed 
from  the  various  medical  and  nursing  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  towns,  and  the  thanks  of  the 
Board  are  tendered  for  their  kind  asistance. 

The  official  list  of  nurses  registered  in  this 
State  was  published  in  the  Government  Gazette 
of  the  31st  January,  1917. 

Reports  from  the  various  recognised  hos¬ 
pitals  show  that  there  are  483  general  nurses,  55 
midwifery  nurses,  and  121  mental  nurses  in 
training. 

Particulars  as  to  the  Number  of  Trainees  in 
Hospitals  for  1916-17. 


(The  totals  do  not  necessarily  mean  that  all  these 
nurses  are  still  in  training.) 


Alexandra  Private  Hospital 

3 

Brisbane  General  Hospital 

. .  78 

Blackall  Hospital 

9 

Bundaberg  General  Hospital 

.  .  13 

Cairns  District  Hospital  . . 

.  .  15 

Charters  Towers  District  Hospital  •  • 

. .  17 

♦Chillagoe  Hospital 

Diamantina  Hospital  for  Chronic  Diseases 
Dalby  General  Hospital 
Gladstone  Hospital .  . 

*Gympie  General  Hospital 
Hillcrest  Private  Hospital,  Rockhampton 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Brisbane 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Rockhampton 
Ipswich  General  Hospital  . . 

Ingham  Hospital 

Kennedy  Hospital,  Bowen 

Longreach  General  Hospital 

Mackay  District  Hospital 

Maryborough  General  Hospital 

Mater  Misericordiae  Hospital,  Brisbane  .  . 

Mater  Misericordiae  Private  Hospital,  Rock 
hampton 

Mount  Morgan  General  Hospital 

Peak  Downs  Hospital,  Clermont 

Rockhampton  General  Hospital 

Roma  General  Hospital 

St.  Denis’  Private  Hospital 

St.  Helen’s  Private  Hospital 

St.  Mary’s  Private  Hospital,  Ipswich 

*Stanthorpe  Hospital 

Townsville  General  Hospital 

Toowoomba  General  Hospital 

Warwick  General  Hospital 

Wilga  Private  Hospital,  Toowoomba 

Winton  Hospital 

Victoria  Hospital,  Barcaldine 


1 

19 

6 

2 

6 

12 

48 

7 

18 

3 
6 
6 

24 

8 
23 

8 

16 

4 
21 

8 

7 

8 
4 
2 

27 

38 

7 

4 

4 

3 


Maternity  Hospitals. 
Lady  Bowen,  Brisbane 
Lady  Chelmsford,  Bundaberg 
Lady  Musgrave,  Maryborough 
Women’s  Hospital,  Rockhampton 
Mothers’  Hospital,  Toowoomba  .  . 


Mental  Hospitals. 

Goodna  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  . .  67 

Ipswich  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  .  ■  24 

Toowoomba  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  .  .  30 

*Temporarily  suspended  as  training  schools  until  the 
requirements  of  the  Regulations  are  complied  with. 

The  list  of  recognised  training  hospitals  was 
published  in  the  Government  Gazette  of  the  31st 
March,  1917. 

Action  under  section  154j  of  “  The  Health 
Acts,  1900  to  1911”  was  taken  against  two  nurses 
for  grave  misconduct ;  in  one  case  the  name  of 
the  nurse  was  erased  from  the  register  of  State 
trained  nurses,  and  in  the  other  a  strong  repri¬ 
mand  was  administered. 


Delay  has  been  occasioned  during  the  year 
in  the  issue  of  badges  to  State  registered  nurses. 
This  was  due  to  the  scarcity  of  enamel  owing  to 
war  conditions,  but  now  a  satisfactory  contract 
has  been  entered  into  and  the  badges  are  issuing 
in  due  course. 


The  total  collections  for  fees  amounted  to 
£152  16s. 

The  cost  of  purchasing  and  engraving 
badges  amounted  to  £14  Os.  9d. 

The  fees  paid  to  members  of  the  Board  not 
holding  Government  appointments  totalled 
£24  3s. 

The  personnel  of  the  Board  consists  of  Dr. 
McLean  (chairman,  now  absent  at  the  front), 
Dr.  Eller  ton  (acting  chairman),  Dr.  Halford, 
the  Misses  Chatfield  and  Macdonald,  and  Mr.  L. 
E.  Mellish  (secretary). 


I  am,  &c., 

H.  BYAM  ELLERTON, 

Acting  Chairman. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Health, 

Brisbane. 
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APPENDIX  F. 

REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER,  CENTRAL  TUBERCULOSIS  BUREAU. 


Since  the  beginning  of  this  year  forty  cases 
have  been  examined.  From  these  twenty-three 
were  chosen  as  suitable  for  sanatorium  treat¬ 
ment,  being  classified  as  follows: — Seventeen 
belonged  to  Class  1,  five  to  Class  2,  and  one  to 
Class  3.  In  the  seventeen  of  Class  1,  one  had 
laryngeal  complications,  and  preferred  to  go  to 
Sydney  for  special  treatment ;  another  for  private 
reasons  went  to  Diamantina.  The  remaining 
cases  (21)  were  advised  to  go  to  Dalby.  The 
unsuitable  cases,  17  in  number,  were  referred  to 
their  own  homes  or  Diamantina. 

Eight  ex-sanatorium  patients  came  for 
advice,  three  of  whom  are  still  under  treatment. 
By  those  patients  who  are  unable  to  pay  for 
private  medical  advice,  this,  I  feel  sure,  will  be 
taken  advantage  of  as  it  becomes  better  known. 


What  I  strongly  advise  is  a  more  stringent 
examination  of  the  environment  of  the  intending 
patient,  and  a  thorough  medical  examination  of 
the  rest  of  the  family.  Also,  every  case  which 
has  been  discharged  from  the  Sanatorium  as 
arrested  or  greatly  improved  ought  to  report 
themselves  at  stated  intervals  for  examination. 
If  this  were  done  systematically,  the  majority  of 
relapses  would  probably  be  averted. 

Every  effort  should  be  made  to  facilitate 
the  examinations  of  contacts  and  to  ensure  the 
supervision  of  arrested  cases. 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  STEWART,  M.B. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Health, 

Brisbane. 
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APPENDIX  G. 

REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Department  of  Public  Health, 

Brisbane,  30  July,  1917. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  of  the  work  carried  out  under  my 
supervision  by  the  sanitary  section  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1917 : — 

METROPOLITAN  AREA. 

Within  the  metropolitan  area  1,822  visits 
of  inspection  were  made.  Areas  are  assigned  to 
each  of  the  officers,  where  house  to  house  inspec¬ 
tions  are  carried  out  when  not  engaged  in  other 
duties  or  on  tours  of  inspection  in  other  parts 
of  the  State. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  complaints  in 
writing  have  been  received  during  the  year  by 
the  Department  and  the  causes  of  complaint 
investigated.  Where  deemed  advisable  the  local 
authorities  were  called  upon  to  take  the  neces¬ 
sary  action  to  abate  the  nuisances  complained  of. 
One  hundred  and  ninety-four  statutory  notices 
have  been  also  served  on  local  authorities  direct¬ 
ing  their  attention  to  breaches  of  the  Health 
Acts  or  their  own  By-laws.  Advancement  has 
been  fairly  continuous  in  the  sanitary  better¬ 
ment  of  the  whole  area. 

Drainage. 

Closer  settlement  is  rapidly  taking  place, 
together  with  the  extension  of  the  necessary 
water  mains  and  reticulation  generally,  resulting 
in  a  large  increase  in  the  volume  of  household 
drainage  to  be  disposed  of,  consequently  the 
natural  storm  watercourses  traversing  these 
areas  have  in  numerous  instances  been  converted 
into  sewers  of  the  foulest  description.  Com¬ 
plaints  regarding  these  have  been  continuous. 
The  Department  has  constantly  kept  this  matter 
before  the  notice  of  the  councils  responsible.  At 
the  present  time  there  is  no  other  means  of 
sewage  disposal  than  by  natural  water  channels 
or  storm  water  sewers. 

The  construction  of  proper  sewers  to  deal 
with  the  large  volume  of  storm  waters  draining 
off  their  areas  involves  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  of  money.  Loans  for  this  purpose  may  be 
raised  by  shire  and  town  councils  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Local  Authorities  Act.  Under 
the  same  Act  a  poll  of  the  ratepayers  may  be 
demanded,  who  usually  promptly  turn  the  pro¬ 
posals  down  and  then  complain  to  the  Health 
Department  that  the  council  are  not  taking  any 
action  to  abate  the  drainage  nuisance  in  the 
localities  in  which  they  reside.  As  an  offset  to 
this  the  councils  concerned  may  approach  the 
Government  for  the  necessary  loan,  and  if  the 
Commissioner  certifies  that  the  work  is  of  an 
urgent  necessity  in  the  interests  of  public  health 
their  requests  are  generally  acceded  to  without 
further  reference  to  the  ratepayers.  The  accom¬ 
panying  photographs  show  such  a  sewer  under 
course  of  construction,  which  will  abate  a  long¬ 
standing  public  nuisance.  On  the  completion 
of  the  present  deep-drainage  system  for  Brisbane 
and  suburbs  the  sewers  now  being  laid  down  by 
local  bodies  will  only  have  to  deal  with  storm 
water,  as  the  Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage 
Board  will  intercept  all  existing  household 
drains,  leaving  the  local  authorities  to  look  after 
the  storm  water. 


Pollution  op  Streams. 

I  would  again  draw  your  attention  to  the 
continued  pollution  of  creeks  within  the  metro¬ 
politan  area  by  the  discharge  of  obnoxious  trade 
waste  water.  Large  volumes  of  foul  wastes  from 
tanneries,  woolscours,  and  fellmongeries  render 
the  few  streams  of  running  water  absolutely 
unfit  for  any  purpose. 

Dairymen  allege  that  their  cattle  are  dying 
as  the  result  of  the  stock  drinking  the  contami¬ 
nated  water.  It  is  worthy  to  note  that  during 
the  present  dry  spell,  when  domestic  rain  water 
tanks  have  given  out,  numerous  residents  are 
wholly  dependent  on  these  streams  for  water  for 
all  purposes.  The  question  of  removing  these 
establishments  to  a  proclaimed  noxious  trade 
area  would  mean  a  huge  expenditure  of  capital, 
more  so  now,  as  some  of  the  works  have  been 
wholly  rebuilt  and  remodelled  on  more  modern 
lines;  but  there  is  no  reason  why  the  owners  of 
these  establishments  should  not  be  compelled  to 
adopt  the  best' known  means  of  purification  of 
their  trade  waste  water. 

Sanitary  Disinfection  and  Infectious 
Diseases. 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-four 
cases  of  notifiable  diseases  have  been  reported 
to  the  Department  during  the  year  as  having 
occurred  within  the  metropolitan  area.  Some 
sharp  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  have  again 
occurred  among  the  scholars  attending  State 
schools.  Active  measures  were  taken  to  circum¬ 
scribe  the  spread  of  the  disease  and  the  usual 
precautionary  methods  for  swabbing  the  throats 
of  scholars  and  others  were  carried  into  effect 
for  the  purpose  of  discovering  carriers.  Officers 
of  this  Department  were  detailed  for  the  super¬ 
vision  of  this  duty  and  to  assist  the  nurses  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction.  More  than 
2,000  swabs  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bac¬ 
teriological  examination  and  report. 

As  in  former  years,  special  precautions  have 
been  observed  in  the  transport  of  lepers  to  Peel 
Island  Lazaret,  who  are  usually  under  the  charge 
of  an  officer  of  the  Department,  who  attends  to 
the  personal  comfort  until  finally  settled  in  their 
new  quarters.  The  temporary  cabins  erected  on 
the  steamers  detailed  for  the  transport  of  lepers 
from  Northern  centres  of  the  State  are  inspected 
by  officers  of  the  Department  in  order  that  the 
maximum  of  comfort  may  be  provided  for  the 
patients  who  are  to  occupy  them.  The  cabins  are 
disinfected  before  demolition  after  the  occupants 
have  been  transferred  to  the  island  lazaret. 

One  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
premises  have  been  disinfected  by  the  depart¬ 
mental  disinfectors  on  behalf  of  local  authorities, 
who  prefer  that  this  Department  should  relieve 
them  of  this  duty. 

The  following  special  disinfections  have  also 
been  carried  out:— Twenty  railway  carriages 
used  for  the  conveyance  of  infectious  disease 
cases,  and  in  addition  one  steamer  utilised  for 
the  transport  of  leper  patients  from  Northern 
centres  to  Peel  Island  have  also  been  disinfected. 

In  addition  to  these,  two  passenger  steamers 
and  four  river  dredges  were  cyanided  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  rats  and  other  vermin  on 
board  ship. 
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Eight  State  schools  within  the  metropolitan 
area  have  also  been  thoroughly  disinfected  in 
connection  with  outbreaks  of  diphtheria. 

Camp  Sanitation. 

As  in  former  years  since  the  establishment 
of  the  A.I.F.  Military  Training  Camps  at  Enog- 
gera,  some  14  in  number,  an  officer  of  the  Depart¬ 
mental  sanitary  staff  has  been  deputed  to  assist 
and  advise  in  matters  of  sanitary  executive.  The 
work  covered  comprised  disposal  of  drainage, 
general  sanitary  inspection  of  camps,  prevention 
of  pollution  of  watercourses,  nightsoil  removal, 
garbage  incineration,  and  disposal  of  residue. 
The  excellent  manner  in  which  these  camps  have 
been  kept  reflect  much  credit  on  the  military 
officers  responsible  for  their  supervision,  and 
who  have  courteously  extended  every  assistance 
to  this  Department’s  inspectors. 

A  very  satisfactory  and  effective  method  of 
drainage  precipitation  and  purification  has  been 
evolved  at  these  camps.  Photographs  of  the 
plant  are  subjoined  herewith.  Excess  of  lime  is 
used,  and  the  resultant  effluent  is  perfectly  clear 
and  is  discharged  into  running  brooks  without 
danger  to  stock  drinking  same.  The  effluent 
from  a  large  septic  tank  installation  at  the  head¬ 
quarters  permanent  camp  runs  through  one  of 
these  liming  precipitation  beds,  together  with  the 
greasy  kitchen  wastes,  with  satisfactory  results. 

This  effluent  before  final  discharge  into  a 
natural  storm  water  course  undergoes  further 
precipitation  in  two  fairly  large  ponds.  No  lime, 
however,  is  added  to  the  effluent  in  those  ponds. 

During  the  various  inspections  I  have  made 
of  this  particular  installation  I  have  not  observed 
any  mosquito  larvae  present  in  the  ponds. 


Civic  Economy. 

In  many  parts  of  the  State  townships 
spring  into  existence  and  frequently  increase  in 
size  and  importance  at  a  fairly  rapid  rate.  One 
of  the  problems  which  the  officers  of  the  shire 
councils  have  to  face  is  the  disposal  of  nightsoil 
and  garbage,  and  having  little  or  no  knowledge 
of  such  matters  the  state  of  affairs  usually  found 
by  departmental  officers  on  their  tours  of  inspec¬ 
tion  is  most  unsatisfactory.  As  occasion  demands 
the  visiting  inspectors  are  deputed  to  organise 
cleansing  crusades,  supervise  the  scavenging  of 
the  towns,  and  to  generally  place  matters  in  a 
more  hygienic  condition  before  leaving  the 
district. 

The  erection  of  garbage  destructors  is  out  of 
the  question  in  growing  communities  as  above 
referred  to,  and  the  Department  has  adopted 
several  methods  of  refuse  disposal  which  can  be 
applied  to  suit  the  varying  local  conditions  met 
with,  and  may  be  enumerated  as  follows : — 

In  many  parts  of  the  State  the  country  is 
practically  as  level  as  a  billiard  table.  In  such 
instances,  where  easy  sinking  can  be  carried  out, 
long,  wide,  deep  trenches  are  dug,  the  refuse 
tipped  in  and  set  fire  to.  As  each  succeeding  load 
of  rubbish  is  deposited,  all  combustible  matter 
is  consumed  by  the  continually  burning  refuse. 
It  is  surprising  the  amount  of  stuff  such  trenches 
will  hold  before  being  finally  covered  over  with 
the  earth  dug  from  the  succeeding  trench.  If 
circumstances  do  not  warrant  the  excavation  of 


trenches  the  garbage  is  tipped  on  the  surface  and 
fired  until  a  depth  of  say  4  feet  to  5  feet  in 
height  has  been  reached,  a  ramp  or  inclined  road¬ 
way  being  formed  in  the  meantime  with  old  tins, 
the  burnt  residue,  and  any  other  solid  material 
at  hand,  so  that  the  refuse  wagons  or  carts 
can  in  time  draw  up  the  ramp  and  tip  the 
rubbish  to  a  face ;  the  sides  of  the  tip  and  ramp 
being  binded  with  fine  material  as  the  work  pro¬ 
ceeds.  If  the  materials  are  handy  the  ramp  and 
tip  are  formed  forthwith. 

In  hilly  country  .the  most  suitable  spot  in 
the  depot  is  chosen,  where  the  carts  can  commence 
depositing  the  refuse  down  the  face  of  an  incline 
and  there  set  fire  to.  In  a  very  short  time  a 
tip  similar  to  the  “  mullock  ”  heap  or  spoil  tip 
at  a  mine  is  formed,  and  very  soon  becomes  over¬ 
grown  with  grass.  In  such  instances  we  insist 
on  each  load  of  refuse  being  set  fire  to  on  the  top 
of  the  tip  as  it  is  brought  in  and  the  residue 
forked  over  the  face  when  the  next  load  arrives 
at  the  depot.  By  this  means  ail  old  tins,  &c., 
become  filled  up  with  fine  ash,  and  prevent  the 
breeding  of  mosquitoes. 

In  places  where  the  refuse  produced  is 
limited,  sometimes  the  refuse  is  utilised  to  fill  up 
washaways  in  roads,  the  old  tins,  &c.,  helping 
to  bind  the  filling-in  material.  When  this  is 
done,  no  vegetable  or  organic  matter  likely  to 
become  offensive  is  used  and  only  resorted  to 
where  road-making  materials  are  difficult  to 
obtain. 

In  spewy  country,  that  is  where  there  is  a 
bad  bottom  liable  to  be  churned  up  by  traffic 
in  wet  weather,  I  have  recommended  the  utilisa¬ 
tion  of  all  old  petrol,  kerosene,  and  other  tins, 
for  the  formation  of  a  road  bottom,  which,  on 
being  dug  out  to  a  depth  of,  say,  2  feet  and 
filled  in  with  the  tins  and  then  flattened  out  with 
a  steam  road  roller  until  almost  full,  covered 
over  with  earth  topped  with  gravel  and  properly 
cambered,  stretches  of  good  roadway  have  been 
formed  where  formerly  vehicular  traffic  became 
bogged  in  wet  weather. 

Town  refuse  is  also  being  utilised  to  fill  up 
depressions  in  country  roads  to  an  even  grade, 
malarial  mosquito  breeding  swamps  reclaimed, 
and  roadways  formed  across  portions  of  land 
liable  to  tidal  influence.  When  this  work  is 
properly  carried  out  as  above  briefly  outlined,, 
no  nuisance  results. 

I  have  purposely  given  those  few  brief 
details  as  I  have  recently  noted  in  a  copy  of  the 
“Journal  of  Tropical  Medicine  and  Hygiene”  a 
discussion  on  garbage  disposal,  and  the  methods 
adopted  in  Queensland  country  districts  may 
prove  helpful  to  those  interested  in  such  matters 
and  similarly  circumstanced  so  far  as  climatic 
and  economic  conditions  are  concerned. 

Several  photographs  of  tips  have  been  pre¬ 
pared  for  inclusion  in  the  report. 

Sea-side  Camps. 

The  sea-side  summer  camping  resorts  have 
as  usual  been  reinspected.  Several  local  authori¬ 
ties  have  made  by-laws  in  this  connection,  and 
now  charge  a  nominal  camping  fee  to  cover  the 
cost  of  providing  closet  accommodation  and  the 
necessary  sanitary  service  and  camp  scavenging. 
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Sanitary  Depot. 

All  the  santary  depots  in  use  within  the 
metropolitan  area  have  also  been  kept  under 
close  supervision  and  new  sites  selected  and 
approved  of  where  fresh  contracts  have  been 
entered  into. 

Plague  Prevention. 

With  the  passing  of  the  Rat  and  Mosquito 
Prevention  and  Destruction  Regulations  of  1916, 
placing  on  local  authorities  the  onus  of  rat 
destruction  work,  the  rat-proofing  of  premises 
formerly  carried  out  by  this  Department  ceased. 
The  services  of  the  gang  employed  on  this  work 
were  retained  and  utilised  in  rat  destruction 
work  on  Government  property  and  at  shipping 
companies’  wharves  and  meatworks,  the  latter 
having  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the 
Department  for  payment  of  the  services 
rendered.  A  rat  gang  of  eight  men  is  still 
retained  by  this  Department,  principally  em¬ 
ployed  in  trapping  and  poisoning. 

During  the  fiscal  year  6,876  rodents  have 
been  accounted  for.  One  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight  of  these  were  fit  for  examination  and 
forwarded  to  the  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  and 
Pathology  for  that  purpose.  The  above  figures 
do  not  represent  the  whole  of  the  rats  and  mice 
destroyed,  as  with  poisoning  operations  a  large 
number  of  the  rodents  are  unrecoverable. 

Eight  hundred  and  eleven  4  lb.  loaves  of 
bread  were  used  in  the  manufacture  of  poison 
baits ;  811,000  baits  were  made  during  the  year, 
806,000  baits  were  used,  leaving  a  balance  on 
hand  of  5,000.  Thirty-eight  and  a-half  pounds 
of  poison  were  brought  forward  from  the  pre¬ 
vious  year,  644  lb.  have  been  made  during  the 
past  twelve  months,  370  used,  277-§  lb.  sold  to  the 
public  and  other  Government  Departments, 
leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  35  lb. 


OTHER  PARTS  OF  THE  STATE. 

Following  the  practice  of  past  yeais, 
itinerating  inspectors  have  been  despatched  from 
the  headquarters  staff  to  various  parts  of  the 
State,  while  at  the  same  time  the  officers 
stationed  at  the  Northern  sub-branches  have  been 
afield  most  of  the  time,  within  their  respective 
districts.  Each  of  these  officers  reports  a  decided 
improvement  in  the  sanitary  circumstances  o 
many  of  the  towns  coming  within  the  scope  of 
their  inspections.  This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the 
persistent  efforts  of  the  Department,  together 
with  the  education  methods  adopted  in  impart¬ 
ing  knowledge  concerning  health  matteis  gener¬ 
ally  Since  local  authorities  have  been  made 
chargeable  for  the  treatment  of  infectious  dis¬ 
eases  cases  occurring  within  their  _  respective 
areas  who  may  be  admitted  into  a  district  hos¬ 
pital,  it  is  having  a  salutary  effect  on  some 
councils  who  were  inclined  to  pay  little  or  no 
heed  to  health  matters.  It  is  now  being  recog¬ 
nised  by  local  government  bodies  that  it  is  better 
to  spend  money  on  improving  sanitary  conditions 
than  for  the  treatment  of  patients  in  a  hospital. 

Six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  and  followed 
up  by  reinspections  whenever  practicable. 


Daylight  Conservancy. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Department 
to  encourage  local  authorities  to  introduce  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  nightsoil  by  daylight, 
which  ensures  a  more  efficient  service  and  has 
proved  eminently  satisfactory  wherever  it  has 
been  initiated.  Considerable  opposition  was 
manifested  in  the  initial  stages  of  this  reform. 
There  is  no  nuisance  with  proper  plant,  and  the 
Department  is  satisfied  that  none  of  the  pro¬ 
gressive  local  authorities  would  again  return  to 
the  old  “  nightowl”  methods. 

Attached  hereto  are  photos,  of  the  sanitary 
men  at  work  on  their  rounds  of  collection  during 
the  forenoon  in  a  country  town,  also  that  of  the 
types  of  sanitary  pans  and  household  refuse  bins 
used  wherever  the  air-tight  pan  conservancy 
system  has  been  initiated  in  Queensland. 

Places  where  daylight  services  are  in  vogue : 


Alpha 

Ilfracombe 

Boonah 

Ipswich 

Barcaldine 

Koongal 

Bajool 

Lake’s  Creek 

Crow’s  Nest 

Mount  Cuthbert 

Chillagoe 

Mount  Morgan 

Clermont 

Marmor 

Cairns 

Neriambra 

Duchess 

Pentland 

Emerald 

Prairie 

Emu  Park 

Rockhampton 

Grantham 

Selwyn 

Gladstone 

Toowoomba 

Herberton 

Yeppoon 

Air-tight  services 

pending  at  follow: 

places : — 

Aramac 

Normanton 

Banana 

Rannes 

Jericho 

Tara 

Jondowao 

Wowan 

Milmerran 

Warra 

By-laws  have  been  revised  and  brought  up 
to  date  at  headquarters  for  the  following  local 
authorities : — 

Auburn  Shire  Council  Murgon  Shire  Council 

Emerald  Shire  Council  Redcliffe  Shire  Council 

Hamilton  Town  Council  Tambo  Shire  Council 

Hinchinbrook  Shire  Council 

Schedules  of  sanitary  contract  have  also 
been  revised  for  the  following  local  authorities : 
Hinchinbrook  Shire  Council  Stephens  Shire  Council 
Hamilton  Town  Council  Tambourine  Shire  Council 

Maryborough  City  Council  Thursday  Island  Town 

Council 

Mileage  Travelled. 

Some  17,560  miles  have  been  negotiated  by 
the  inspectors  of  this  Department  in  the  course 
of  their  various  tours  of  inspection  by  rail,  coach, 
and  steamer.  Much  useful  work  of  permanent 
value  and  effect  has  been  accomplished  during 
the  year. 
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Date— 1916-1917 


24  February  . . 
26  April 
8  May 
8  May 
24-26  May 
11  October 
6-12  January  .. 
31  Jan. -3  Feb. 

21  March 

3  May 

10  May 

18  May  . : 
21-24  May 

6  June 
6  June 

6  June 

11  May 
27-28  July 

22  February  . . 
22  February  . . 

1  March 
31  March 

7  August 
6-23  January  . . 

11- 17  May 

19  May 
1  June 

4  August 
30  October 

20  December 
6-20  December 

22  January  . . 

20  January  . . 

8  February  .  . 

8  February  . . 

2 1  March 
17  August 

29-30  January  . . 

3-5  February  .  . 
21-23  May 

30  May-4  June 
5-6  June 
17  January  . . 

19  January  . . 

20  April 

24  April 
26  July 

4-20  August 
10-21  August 
17-20  January  . . 

11  April 
7  June 

16  January  . . 

4  December 
30  Apr. -3  May 
26  Fe binary  .  . 

7  February  . . 
10  January  . . 

9  March 
26-29  March 

4  April 
6  March 

10  March 

12  March 

23  March 

12- 14  May 

17  August 

15  January  . . 

17  June 
12  June 

5  May 

25  August 
10-12  February  . . 
19-20  February  . . 

23  May 
12  March 

28  February  .  .. 

22  March 

1  June 

19  October  . . 
15-16  May 

24  March 
30  March 

18  August 

2  March 


Visits  outside  Metropolitan  Area  by  Sanitary  Inspecting  Staff. 


Place. 

Purpose  of  Visit. 

Inspector. 

Acland 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Almaden 

Sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

Atherton 

Sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

Alpha  . . 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Aramac 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Basilisk 

Selecting  sanitary  depdt 

R.  Wright 

Blair  Athol 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Banana 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Bajool 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Bogantungan 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Barcaldine 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Blair  Athol 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Barcaldine 

Reinspection  . .  . .  . . 

J.  Wiseman 

Blackwater 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Babinda 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

Bluff . 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Bett’s  Hill 

Inspection  of  slaughteryard 

H.  Burton 

Bracalba 

Diphtheria  outbreak  enquiry  . . 

H.  Burton 

Blackbutt 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Benarkin 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Boonah 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Bell . 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Bracalba 

Suppressing  diphtheria  outbreak 

H.  Burton 

Clermont  . . 

Supervising  cleansing  of  town  after 

J.  Wiseman 

Clermont 

flood 

General  reinspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Capella 

General  reinspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Comet 

General  reinspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Cordalba 

Inspection,  police  barracks  site 

W.  McNeil 

Cambooya 

Selecting  sanitary  site  . . 

W.  McNeil 

Coolangatta  . . 

Inspecting  sanitary  depot 

W.  McNeil 

Charters  Towers 

Sanitary  survey  . .  .  .  .  •. 

W.  McNeil 

Caboolture 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Caloundra 

Sanitary  survey  . .  . .  , . 

WT.  McNeil 

Cooran 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Cooroy 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Crow’s  Nest  . . 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Caboolture 

Diphtheria  outbreak  inquiry  . . 

H.  Burton 

Cloncurry 

Sanitary  inspection 

C.  Cato 

Cloncurry 

Reinspection 

C.  Cato 

Chinchilla 

General  sanitary  inspection 

Chief  Inspector  Simpson 

Cunnamulla  . . 

Sanitary  survey 

Chief  Inspector  Simpson 

Charleville 

General  sanitary  inspection 

Chief  Inspector  Simpson 

Cumberland  . . 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

Croydon 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

Chillagoe 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

Cardross 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

Durunda 

Suppressing  diphtheria  outbreak 

H.  Burton 

Delaney’s  Creek 

Suppressing  diphtheria  outbreak 

H.  Burton 

D’ Aguilar 

Suppressing  diphtheria  outbreak 

H.  Burton 

Duchess 

General  sanitary  inspection 

C.  Cato 

Duaringa 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Dingo  .  . 

Reinspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Durham 

Sanitary  survey 

R.  Wright 

Emu  Park 

Sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Emu  Park 

General  reinspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Emerald 

Sanitary  survey 

J.  Wiseman 

Esk 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Eumundi 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Forsayth 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

Forest  Hill 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Gladstone 

General  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Gracemere 

Sanitary  survey 

J.  Wiseman 

Grandchester 

Gatton 

Sanitary  survey 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

W.  McNeil 

Grantham 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Goombungee 
Goondiwindi  . . 

Sanitary  survey 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

H.  Burton 

Gympie 

Investigate  conduct  of  sanitary  service 

H.  Burton 

Georgetown  . . 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

Georgetown  . . 

Reinspection 

R.  Wright 

Hull  River  Settlement 

Sanitary  survey 

R.  Wright 

Herberton 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

Hermitage 

Diphtheria  enquiry 

H.  Burton 

Hughenden 

General  sanitary  inspection 

C.  Cato 

Hughenden 

Reinspection 

C.  Cato 

Hughenden 

Selecting  site  for  sanitary  depot 

C.  Cato 

Helidon 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Harrisville 

Sanitary  survey  < .  ■ 

W.  McNeil 

Haden 

Selecting  sanitary  site  .  . 

W.  McNeil 

Ilfracombe 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

Innisfail 

Enquiry  diphtheria  outbreak  . . 

R.  Wright 

Inglewood 

Sanitary  survey 

H.  Burton 

J  ondaryan 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Jondowae 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

Jones’  Hill 

Inspection  school,  drainage  slaughter- 

H.  Burton 

Kalbar 

yard 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

,r  _  «  twn  tvnes  of  Greave ’s  interceptors  and  liming  precipitating  beds  installed  at  Enoggera 

"  mTlitSr  camps  for  the  treat,,, eat  of  camp  drainage,  wh, eh  have  proved  emmently 

satisfactory  for  this  purpose. 
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Visits  outside  Metropolitan  Area  by  Sanitary  Inspecting  Staff — continued. 


Date— 1916-1917. 


3  November . . 

25  January  .  . 
13  February  .  . 
19  February  .  . 
24  March 

23-24  May 

29  July 

8  August 

21  December 
13  April 
17  May 

26  April 

5  February  . 

26  February  . 
20-24  January  . 

27  January  . 
7  -March 

21  February  . 

5  March 

9  August 

6  September 

22  December 
26  May  1  June 
12  December 
29  March 

2-5  April 
31  March 
25  June 
25  May 


Place. 

Pui  pose  of  Visit. 

Killarney 

Selecting  site  for  sanitary  depot 

Kilcoy 

•  • 

Sanitary  survey 

Kilkivan 

.  • 

Sanitary  survey 

Kingaroy 

•  • 

Sanitary  survey 

Kingsthorpe  . . 

•  • 

Sanitary  survey 

Killarney 

•  * 

Sanitary  survey,  inspecting  sanitary 
depot 

Kilcoy 

•  * 

Conveying  diphtheria  carriers  to  hospi¬ 
tal 

Kilcoy 

Conveying  diphtheria  carriers  to  hospi¬ 
tal  and  inspecting  hospital  drainage 

Koongal 

•  • 

Sanitary  inspection 

Kabra 

.  • 

General  sanitary  inspection 

Kureen 

.  • 

General  sanitary  inspection 

Khartoum 

•  • 

Sanitary  survey 

Kirk  River  Settlement 

General  sanitary  inspection 

Kirk  Diggings 

•  • 

General  sanitary  inspection 

Kuridala 

.  . 

Sanitary  survey 

Landsborough 

.  . 

Sanitary  survey 

Laidley 

•  • 

Sanitary  survey 

Lowood 

.  . 

Sanitary  survey  . .  . . 

Landsborough 

•  .  . 

Sanitary  inspection 

Lake’s  Creek  .  . 

.  . 

Sanitary  inspection  . .  . . 

Lake’s  Creek  .  . 

.  . 

Rat  infestation  enquiry 

Lake’s  Creek  .  . 

.  . 

Reinspection 

Longreach 

Sanitary  survey 

Mt.  Chalmers 

•  . 

General  sanitary  inspection 

Mt.  Larcom  .  . 

.  . 

General  sanitary  inspection 

Mount  Morgan 

.  . 

General  sanitary  inspection 

Marmor 

.  . 

General  sanitary  inspection 

Meteor  Park  Orphanage 

Sanitary  inspection 

Miles  . . 

Selecting  site  sanitary  depot  . . 

6  June 


Morven 


General  sanitary  Inspection  .  . 


7  June 


Mitchell 


General  sanitary  inspection 


12-13  December 
31  January  . . 
14  February  .  . 
20  March 

23  April 

25  April 
28  April 

16  May 

17  May 

26  January  . . 

4  December 
20  December 
31  October 

19  December 

5  February  . . 

20  February  .  . 

2  August 

24  March 
19  October 

21  February  .  . 
21  October 

22-23  February  .  . 

27  February  .  . 

17  May 

1  February  .  . 

12  February  . . 

18  March 

16- 17  August 

13  July 

18  August 
10  October 

9  September 

17- 19  November.  . 
6-13  January  .  • 

12  March 

19  March 
27-29  March 

3  April 
19-21  April 

9-15  May 

3  February  . . 

1 3  April 
3  May 

26-30  May 

28  Feb.-5  Mar. 
7-9  February  .  . 
24  February  .  . 

5  March 
5  February  .  . 
24-27  January  . . 
13  April 


Milmerran 

Ma-leny 

Murgon 

Milmerran 

Mungana 

Mungana 

Mareeba 

Malanda 

Malanda 

Normanton 

Niriambra 

Niriambra 

Nobby 

Nerang 

Nambour 

Nanango 

Newlands 

Oakey 

Prairie 

Prairie 

Pentland 

Pentland 

Pandamus  Creek 

Peramon 

Palmwoods 

Pomona 

Pittsworth 

Pialba  •  • 

Peel  Island 
Peel  Island 
Peel  Island 
Peel  Island 
Peel  Island 
Peel  Island 
Peel  Island 
Peel  Island 
Peel  Island 
Peel  Island 
Peel  Island 
Peel  Island 
Rannes 
Raglan 
Ravenshoe 
Roma  . . 

Ravenswood  . . 

Richmond  .  . 

Ravenswood  Junction 

Rosewood 

St.  Helena 

Selwyn 

Stanwell 


Selecting  sanitary  site  depot  . . 

Sanitary  survey 

Sanitary  survey 

Sanitary  survey 

Sanitary  survey 

Reinspection 

General  sanitary  inspection 
Sanitary  inspection 
Reinspection 

General  sanitary  inspection 
General  sanitary  inspection 
Reinspection  . . 

Selecting  site  sanitary  depot  . . 
Selecting  site  sanitary  depot  . . 
Sanitary  survey 
Sanitary  survey 

Suppressing  diphtheria  outbreak 

Sanitary  survey 

Selecting  site  sanitary  depot  . . 

General  sanitary  inspection 

Selecting  site  of  sanitary  depot 

Sanitary  survey 

Sanitary  survey 

Sanitary  inspection 

Sanitary  survey 

Sanitary  survey 

Sanitary  survey 

Selecting  site  sanitary  depot  . . 

Conducting  leper  to  lazaret 

Conducting  leper  to  Lazaret  . . 

Conducting  leper  to  Lazaret  .  . 

Sanitary  inspection  of  Lazaret 

Supervising  disinfection 

In  charge  of  Lazaret 

Sanitary  inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection  . . 

Inspection  and  supervision 
Sanitary  survey 
Sanitary  survey 
General  sanitary  inspection  .  . 

General  sanitary  inspection  .  . 

General  sanitary  inspection  . . 

Sanitary  survey 
Sanitary  inspection 
Sanitary  survey 
Typhoid  fever  enquiry 
General  sanitary  inspection 
General  sanitary  inspection 


Inspector. 


W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
H.  Burton 

H.  Burton 

H.  Burton 

J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
R.  Wright 

R.  Wright 
C.  Cato 
C.  Cato 
C.  Cato 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 

S.  Dudley 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Simpson 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Simpson 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Simpson 
S.  Dudley 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
R.  Wright 
R.  Wright 
R.  Wright 
R.  Wright 
R.  Wright 
R.  Wright 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
H.  Burton 
W.  McNeil 
C.  Cato. 

C.  Cato 
C.  Cato 
C.  Cato 
C.  Cato 

R.  Wright 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
H.  Burton 
H.  Burton 
H.  Burton 

S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
C.  Cato 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
C.  Cato 
C.  Cato 
C.  Cato 
W.  McNeil 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
C.  Cato 
J.  Wiseman 


26 


Visits  outside  Metropolitan  Area  by  Sanitary  Inspecting  Staee — continued. 


Date— 1916-1917. 

Place. 

Purpose  of  Visit. 

Inspector. 

3-5  May 

Springsure 

Sanitary  survey 

J.  Wiseman 

18-22  May 

Stanthorpe 

Sanitary  survey 

H.  Burton 

31  July 

Stanmore 

In  charge  operations  re  diphtheria  out¬ 
break 

H.  Burton 

25  May 

Tannymorel  . . 

Selecting  site  sanitary  depot 

Selecting  site  sanitary  depot  and  general 

H.  Burton 

H.  Burton 

7  August 

Torquay 

inspection 

2  May 

Tumoulin 

Sanitary  survey 

R.  Wright 

3  May 

Tumoulin 

Reinspection  .  .  . . 

R.  Wright 

6  February  . . 

Thursday  Island 

Sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

9  February  . . 

Tewantin 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

24  May 

Taroom 

Selecting  site  of  sanitary  depot  and 
general  inspection 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

* 

13-17  March 

Toowoomba  . . 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

23  February  . . 

Toogoolawah  . . 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

2  November. . 

Tannymorel  . . 

Selecting  sanitary  dep6t  site  .  . 

W.  McNeil 

10  May 

Tolga  .  . 

Sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

4  December 

Tungamull 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

7  August 

Urangan 

Selecting  site  for  sanitary  depot  and 
general  inspection 

H.  Burton 

26  January  . . 

Villeneuve 

Sanitary  survey  •  . . 

W.  McNeil 

26  January  . . 

Woodford 

General  sanitary  inspection 

W.  McNeil 

14-17  February  .. 

Winton 

General  sanitary  inspection 

C.  Cato 

2-5  February  . . 

Wowan 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

12  April 

Westwood 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

15  February  . . 

Wondai 

Typhoid  enquiry 

W.  McNeil 

17  February  . . 

Wooroolin 

Typhoid  enquiry 

W.  McNeil 

29  March 

Warra 

Selecting  site  for  sanitary  depot 

W.  McNeil 

19.  April 

Woodford 

In  charge  operations  re  diphtheria  out¬ 
break 

H.  Burton 

27-28  April 

Woodford 

Supervising  disinfection  of  State  School 
and  private  residences 

H.  Burton 

3  August 

Wamuran 

Supervising  work  diphtheria  outbreak 

H.  Burton 

20  August 

Woodford 

Sanitary  survey 

H.  Burton 

2  February  . . 

Woombye 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

12-14  December 

Yeppoon 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

2  November.  . 

Yangan 

Selecting  site  for  sanitary  depot 

W.  McNeil 

f  i  6  February  .. 

Yandina 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

21  January 

Yarraman 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

19  May 

Yungaburra  .  .  . .  j 

Reinspection  . .  .  .  .  .  . . 

R.  Wright 

Acland. — As  a  result  of  typhoid  fever  being 
reported  from  this  small  township,  situated  on 
the  Cooyar  Line,  a  visit  of  inspection  was  made 
by  a  Departmental  inspector.  The  coal  mines 
around  the  locality  were  also  subjected  to  an 
inspection.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  town¬ 
ship  was  found  satisfactory.  Advice  was  ren¬ 
dered  to  the  householders  and  others  regarding 
preventive  measures.  The  conditions  at  the 
.mines  were  found  to  be  very  bad,  and  a  special 
report  was  made  thereon. 

Blackbutt  and  Benarkin. — The  sanitary 
removal  services  of  these  small  townships  require 
improvement.  It  was  found  on  inspection  that 
the  work  was  not  systematically  carried  out. 
Recommendations  as  to  the  proper  carrying  out 
of  the  contracts  were  forwarded  to  the  shire 
council  concerned. 

Boonah. — The  general  sanitary  conditions 
of  this  town  require  immediate  attention.  An 
organised  garbage  removal  service  is  an  urgent 
necessity.  Yards  of  business  premises  were 
found  dirty  and  many  offensive  accumulations 
of  rubbish  were  observed,  many  E.C.s  are  out  of 
repair,  and  very  few  comply  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  regulations.  No  action  has  yet  been 
taken  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Mosquito 
Regulations.  Drainage  matters  were  found  to  be 
somewhat  -  neglected.  Recommendations  were 
made  in  all  these  matters,  and  the  council  was 
requested  to  take  the  necessary  action. 

Bell. — This  beautifully  situated  and  healthy 
little  township  was  inspected,  and  a  few  matters 
requiring  attention  were  reported  to  the  council. 


Caboolture. — On  reinspection  this  township 
was  found  fairly  clean.  The  nightsoil  service  is 
still  conducted  on  good  lines.  The  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  still  possess  the  usual  defects,  and  con¬ 
crete  water  channels  are  badly  required  in  the 
main  streets. 

Galoundra. — This  fine  seaside  resort  was  sub¬ 
jected  to  an  inspection,  and  recommendations 
were  made  to  the  council  regarding  the  better¬ 
ment  of  the  accommodation  and  sanitation  at  the 
camping  reserves. 

Cooran,  Pomona,  Cooroy. — The  general 
sanitary  circumstances  of  these  small  townships 
~  are  fair.  Council  were  requested  to  take  action 
in  a  few  instances  where  insanitary  conditions 
existed. 

Crow’s  Nest. — As  the  result  of  an  inspec¬ 
tion,  the  Department  forwarded  several  sugges¬ 
tions  for  improvements  in  the  sanitary  services 
and  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  sanitation  of 
the  township. 

Cunnamulla. — A  reinspection  of  this  far 
Western  town  was  made,  the  sanitary  circum¬ 
stances  of  which  have  greatly  improved  and 
reflect  much  credit  on  the  Council  and  their 
executive  officers.  The  town  presents  a  clean 
appearance,  there  being  an  almost  entire  absence 
of  accumulation  of  garbage  on  private  and  busi¬ 
ness  premises.  The  conservancy  system  received 
close  attention.  Suggested  improvements  in 
matters  of  sanitary  executive  have  been  for¬ 
warded  to  the  council  for  their  consideration. 
A  detailed  report  on  this  subject  has  already 
been  submitted. 
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Ddlby. — A  general  sanitary  survey  of  this 
town  was  made  by  an  inspector  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  who  reported  favourably  on  the  conduct 
of  the  nightsoil  removal  service.  The  rubbish 
removal  service  recpiires  reorganising  and 
standard-sized  bins  supplied  to  all  premises 
within  the  sanitary  area.  Systematic  and 
methodical  disposal  of  garbage  requires  atten¬ 
tion,  as  at  present  many  depressions  and  wash¬ 
outs  are  being  used  as  tips,  and  deposits  left 
untreated.  The  discharging  of  waste  water  from 
hotels  on  to  the  street  channels  is  causing  nuis¬ 
ances  at  several  places.  The  regulations  dealing 
with  E.C.s  and  mosquitoes  have  not  yet  been 
enforced  by  the  council.  Reports  were  made  on 
the  Sanatorium  Hospital  septic  tank  and  sale- 
yards.  Recommendations  relating  to  sanitary 
matters  were  passed  on  to  the  council  for  atten¬ 
tion. 

Eumundi. — The  sanitary  conditions,  on  in¬ 
spection,  were  found  to  be  fairly  good.  Recom¬ 
mendations  were  made  to  the  council  to  effect 
improvements  to  E.C.s. 

Esk. — A  general  survey  of  this  township 
was  made,  and  as  a  result  drainage  matters, 
garbage  removal,  work  at  sanitary  depot  and 
rubbish  tip,  were  reported  to  require  improving. 
Recommendations  to  this  effect  were  sent  on  to 
the  Shire  Council  for  their  consideration. 

Forest  Hill. — The  sanitary  service  of  this 
township  is  worked  in  conjunction  with  the 
Laidley  service.  The  work  is  well  carried  out. 
The  sanitary  conveniences  in  nearly  all  cases 
conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations. 
The  township  generally  was  found  clean. 

Gatton. — An  inspection  of  this  town  revealed 
the  fact  that  the  want  of  proper  washing  and 
disinfecting  plant  at  the  sanitary  depot  was 
accountable  for  inefficient  and  careless  work. 
The  depot,  being  of  thick  clay,  is  unsuitable  for 
burial  purposes  and  council  were  advised  to 
select  a  more  suitable  site.  Despite  previous 
recommendations,  billy  lids  for  closet  pans  are 
still  in  use.  No  garbage  removal  is  carried  out, 
and  the  necessity  of  such  a  service  was  quite 
apparent  during  inspection.  Unsystematic 
methods  are  adopted  at  the  rubbish  tip  and  the 
usual  faulty  construction  of  earth  closets  was 
noted.  The  council  were  advised  regarding  these 
matters. 

Grantham. — As  the  result  of  an  inspection 
the  council  were  advised  to  provide  a  suitable 
shed  and  washing  plant  at  the  sanitary  depot, 
the  want  of  which  was  conducive  of  bad  and 
careless  work.  The  council’s  attention  was  also 
directed  to  necessary  improvements  in  the  work 
at  the  garbage  tip. 

Grandchester. — This  small  scattered  town¬ 
ship  was  recently  inspected  and  was  found  in  a 
fairly  clean  condition ;  nothing  of  importance  was 

noted. 

Goombungee. — A  number  of  improvements 
are  required  in  this  township  in  order  to  improve 
sanitary  conditions,  and  recommendations  were 
passed  on  to  the  council  for  consideration. 

Goondiwindi. — The  general  sanitary  condi¬ 
tions  of  this  town  are  not  satisfactory  owing  to 
the  fact  that  there  is  no  proper  garbage  removal 
system  in  vogue  and  to  the  lack  of  proper  super¬ 
vision  of  sanitary  matters  generally.  As  far  as 


the  sanitary  service  is  concerned,  this  is  very  well 
conducted.  There  were  some  improvements 
suggested  for  the  better  working  of  the  sanitary 
depot,  which  were  given  immediate  effect  to.  It 
was  also  recommended  that  the  whole  of  the 
E.C.’s  be  brought  up  to  the  standard  laid  down 
in  the  Regulations,  and  that  a  garbage  system 
be  inaugurated. 

Ilarrisville. — On  a  general  inspection  being 
made  it  was  observed  that  the  township  required 
a  general  clean  up.  E.C.’s  possess  the  usual 
faults,  and  require  reconstruction  in  conformity 
with  the  Regulations.  The  burial  of  nightsoil 
is  fairly  well  done,  but  other  departments  of  this 
service  call  for  improvements. 

He lidon.—' Improvements  were  recommended 
in  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  of  the  nightsoil 
removal  service  and  the  work  at  the  garbage  tip. 

Iladen. — Sanitary  conditions  of  this  small 
township  were  found  on  inspection  to.  be  fairly 
good.  A  site  for  a  sanitary  depot  was  inspected 
and  reported  on. 

Jondaryan. — The  sanitary  system  of  this 
small  township  was  found,  when  inspected,  to  be 
carelessly  carried  out  and  the  council  were 
advised  of  measures  necessary  for  improvement. 

Jandowae. — The  conditions  relating  to  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  this  township  call  for 
improvement.  The  necessity  of  nightsoil  and 
garbage^  removal  systems  is  apparent,  and  the 
council  have  been  asked  to  have  same  established. 

Killarney. — Owing  to  the  scattered  condi¬ 
tions  of  this  town  it  does  not  lend  itself  to  tidi¬ 
ness,  due  to  large  portions  of  land  being  vacant 
and  becoming  places  for  rubbish  dumps  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  proper  system  of 
garbage  removal.  Recommendations  have  been 
made  that  the  council  inaugurate  a  properly 
organised  removal  system  for  the  town.  The 
sanitary  service  is  fairly  well  conducted.  The 
existing  sanitary  depot  is  too  small  and  another 
site  has  been  selected  and  recommended  for  that 
purpose. 

Kilkivan. — On  a  reinspection  of  this  town¬ 
ship  being  made,  it  was  noticed  that  many 
reforms  had  taken  place  in  sanitary  administra¬ 
tion.  An  energetic  officer  working  in  the  dual 
capacity  of  engineer  and  inspector  has  been 
appointed.  The  working  of  the  nightsoil  service 
has  been  further  improved.  The  garbage  service 
has  been  reorganised  and  standard-sized  bins 
have  been  supplied  to  all  premises.  Earth 
closets  have  been  improved,  and  the  cleanliness 
of  these  conveniences  was  a  notable  feature.  An 
interest  in  health  matters  has  been  awakened 
which  augurs  well  for  the  district. 

Kingaroy. — The  general  sanitary  conditions 
of  this  township  were  found  on  reinspection,  to 
be  practically  the  same  as  when  last  reported 
upon.  The  garbage  tip  is  still  worked  in  the 
same  unsystematic  manner.  The  removal  of 
garbage  is  still  in  an  unsatisfactory  way.  Earth 
closets  retain  their  usual  faulty  construction. 
Recommendations  for  improving  this  state  of 
affairs  were  again  forwarded  to  the  council  for 
action. 

Kilcoy. — A  vast  all-round  improvement  has 
taken  place  in  this  township.  The  sanitary  ser¬ 
vices  have  been  reorganised  and  are  up  to  date 
in  all  respects.  The  work  is  carried  out  most 
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efficiently.  All  matters  relating  to  public  health 
are  receiving  the  council’s  attention  and  the  best 
efforts  of  the  council’s  officers  are  being  exer¬ 
cised  in  carrying  out  the  requirements  of  the 
Department. 

Landsborough. — An  officer  reinspected  this 
township  and  found  it  in  a  fairly  clean  condition. 
A  sanitary  service  had  not  been  established,  and 
owing  to  the  presence  of  ankylostomiasis,  it  was 
deemed  necessary  for  the  Department  to  insist 
on  the  establishment  of  this  service. 

Lowood. — This  township  is  now  included  in 
the  Esk  Shire.  The  nightsoil  and  garbage 
removal  services  were  found  to  be  efficiently 
worked,  but  several  improvements  were  suggested 
for  the  bettering  of  same.  Earth  closets  do  not 
comply  with  the  formal  requirements  of  the 
Department  and  yards  of  business  premises  were 
found  dirty.  Matters  requiring  action  were 
reported  to  the  shire  council. 

Laidley. — Recommendations  were  made, 
after  a  general  survey  of  the  township  was 
made,  to  effect  improvements  in  plant  and  work¬ 
ing  methods  at  the  sanitary  depot.  The  inspec¬ 
tion  showed  that  a  garbage  removal  service  wTas 
a  necessity  and  was  accordingly  recommended. 
It  was  found  that  the  rubbish  tip  was  being  badly 
worked,  and  advice  was  given  in  the  proper 
method  and  system  of  garbage  disposal.  Earth 
closets  are  faulty  in  construction,  and  require 
reconstruction.  Accumulations  of  rubbish  were 
observed  in  yards  of  business  premises.  Matters 
requiring  attention  were  passed  on  to  the  council 
for  action. 

Morven. — Since  my  last  visit  of  inspection 
a  decided  improvement  in  the  sanitary  better¬ 
ment  of  this  township  has  taken  place.  Cesspits 
have  been  abolished,  a  duplicate  airtight  pan 
sanitary  service  has  been  initiated,  and  an  effi¬ 
cient  rubbish  removal  system  inaugurated,  both 
of  which  are  worked  by  the  shire  council.  In 
marked  contrast  to  former  conditions,  the  town 
is  now  clean,  closets  have  been  brought  up  to  the 
standard  required  by  the  Government,  and  are 
virtually  flyproof.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
recurrent  outbreaks  of  typhoid  fever  formerly 
common  here  will  be  greatly  mitigated. 

Mitchell. — A  cursory  inspection  of  this  town 
was  made.  The  sanitary  service  is  one  of  the 
best  and  no  cleaner  or  better  conducted  depot 
can  be  met  with  within  the  bounds  of  the  State. 
Here  also,  as  has  been  recommended  in  other 
centres,  the  rubbish  of  the  town  is  being  utilised 
to  fill  in  washaways  in  the  roads  outside  the 
confines  of  the  town,  and  when  properly  blinded 
and  consolidated  holds  well.  The  township  was 
in  a  clean  condition.  Nothing  much  appears  to 
have  been  done  in  the  matter  of  mosquito  pre¬ 
vention  and  destruction. 

Maleny. — This  township  is  finely  situated  in 
the  healthy  atmosphere  of  the  Blackall  Range. 
The  natural  healthiness  of  the  township  is 
nullified  by  many  insanitary  conditions.  No 
nightsoil  services  in  vogue;  many  cesspits  exist. 
A  garbage  removal  service  is  also  non-existent. 
The  creek  which  runs  through  the  township  is 
badly  polluted  by  cesspits,  pig  yards,  and  drain¬ 
age.  Council  were  advised  to  establish  the  neces¬ 
sary  services  and  to  take  action  to  better  the 
insanitary  conditions. 


Murgon. — An  inspector  revisited  this  town 
and  reported  that  no  improvement  had  taken 
place.  The  same  spirit  of  laissez  faire  as  was 
noticed  on  previous  visit  prevailed.  The  night¬ 
soil  service  is  not  systematically  carried  out. 
The  garbage  removal  is  still  disorganised  and  the 
tip  remains  in  the  same  insanitary  condition. 
Council  have  again  been  requested  to  give  serious 
attention  to  sanitary  matters. 

Milmerran. — It  was  found  on  reinspection 
that  the  nightsoil  removal  service  had  not  been 
established.  The  matter  was  again  brought 
before  the  council,  who  have  now  advised  the 
Department  that  preparations  for  establishing 
the  service  are  now  well  in  hand. 

Nambour. — The  conditions  existing  at  the 
sanitary  depot  and  garbage  tip  were  found  on 
inspection  to  be  far  from  satisfactory,  the  opera¬ 
tions  being  carelessly  carried  out  and  no  system 
exercised.  Accumulations  of  rubbish  were  again 
observed  in  yards  of  business  premises.  The 
garbage  removal  has  not  been  in  any  way  im¬ 
proved  since  last  visit.  Drainage  matters  also 
required  attention.  Suggestions  were  again 
passed  on  to  the  council  calling  for  improve¬ 
ments  on  present  conditions. 

Nanango. — On  a  general  reinspection  being 
made  of  this  town,  it  was  noted  that  matters 
pertaining  to  the  sanitation  of  the  place  were 
still  favourable.  The  sanitary  contract  was 
being  splendidly  worked  and  carried  out  in  a 
systematic  and  workmanlike  manner.  The  con¬ 
dition  of  the  rubbish  tip  calls  for  improvement. 
Council’s  attention  was  requested  in  several 
matters  requiring  action. 

Oakey. — In  this  town  many  improvements 
are  taking  place  in  drainage  matters.  Cesspits 
are  being  constructed  to  receive  hotel  drainage. 
All  earth  closets  are  being  reconstructed  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  regulations.  Other  matters 
affecting  sanitation  are  receiving  attention. 

Pittsworth. — The  general  sanitary  circum¬ 
stances  of  this  township  are  very  far  from  being 
up  to  date.  They  are  much  below  the  standard 
of  common-sense  sanitary  administration.  The 
conduct  in  carrying  out  the  nightsoil  removal 
service  is  very  bad  indeed.  The  township  was 
found  in  a  very  dirty  condition,  and  many  large 
accumulations  of  rubbish  were  observed.  No 
garbage  removal  system  is  in  operation.  Earth 
closets  possess  the  usual  defects;  a  good  number 
were  out  of  repair  and  in  a  filthy  state.  Council 
have  been  called  upon  to  reorganise  the  nightsoil 
service,  establish  a  garbage  removal  service,  and 
have  earth  closets  brought  up  to  the  required 
standard,  and  to  have  a  general  clean  up  of  the 
township. 

Rosewood. — This  township  was  inspected 
and  as  a  result  council  were  requested  to  carry 
out  improvements  in  the  method  of  working  the 
sanitary  depot,  and  also  to  establish  a  rubbish 
removal  service.  Action  was  also  asked  in  other 
sanitary  matters. 

Roma. — The  council  is  to  be  commended  for 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  set  about  the 
improvement  of  affairs  affecting  the  general  well 
being  of  their  constituents.  Amongst  other 
things  a  more  suitable  site  for  the  sanitary  depot 
has  been  procured.  Substantial  buildings  are 
being  erected  together  with  an  up-to-date  plant 
for  the  efficient  working  of  their  sanitary  service. 
The  drainage  system  of  the  district  hospital  has 
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been  recently  reconstructed  and  a  septic  installa¬ 
tion  provided  for  the  treatment  of  wastes. 
Matters  pertaining  to  -the  general  drainage  of 
the  town  are  not  being  lost  sight  of. 

St  author  pe. — As  the  result  of  persistent  out¬ 
breaks  of  typhoid  fever  it  was  deemed  necessary 
that  drastic  action  be  taken  for  the  eradication 
of  the  disease.  A  detailed  survey  was  made  iu 
certain  areas  of  the  district  and  a  general  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  town  was  carried  out.  In  conjunction 
with  the  M.O.H.  (Dr.  Roberts)  and  Inspector 
Burton  of  this  Department  a  scheme  was  devised 
to  cope  with  the  reconstruction  of  the  earth 
closets  and  other  important  matters  of  which 
detailed  reports  have  already  been  submitted. 

Tewantin. — This  beautiful  holiday  resort 
was  visited,  and  conditions  generally  were  found 
to  be  fairly  satisfactory,  and  nothing  of  im¬ 
portance  was  reported. 

Toogoolawah. — This  township  was  found  in 
a  fairly  clean  condition.  Objection  was  made  to 
the  position  of  sanitary  depot.  Recommenda¬ 
tions  were  made  for  more  effective  work  in 
carrying  out  the  sanitary  contract.  No  garbage 
removal  service  exists.  Such  a  service  is  badly 
needed  and  council  was  advised  accordingly. 
Drainage  and  other  matters  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  council  and  action  requested. 

Toowoomba. — A  general  sanitary  survey 
was  made  by  an  inspector  of  this  Department. 
Sanitary  reforms  are  making  great  progress  in 
the  Darling  Downs  area.  Rat  and  mosquito 
prevention  and  destruction  work  is  steadily 
going  ahead  and  good  work  is  being  done.  The 
reconstruction  of  earth  closets  has  made  a  bound 
forward.  Drainage  matters  are  progressing, 
although  a  great  deal  requires  still  to  be  done  in 
this  respect.  An  underground  sewer  is  at  pre¬ 
sent  under  construction  along  the  length  of 
Ruthven  street,  which  when  finished  will  prove 
a  great  benefit.  An  all-round  improvement 
requires  to  take  place  in  the  execution  of  the 
nightsoil  removal ;  the  work  at  present  is  far 
from  satisfactory.  Council  have  been  advised 
of  matters  requiring  attention. 

Townshend. — No  nightsoil  service  is  in 
vogue  in  this  township.  The  need  for  such 
a  service  is  urgent  and  was  recommended 
by  the  Department  some  time  ago.  No  rubbish 
removal  exists,  and  earth  closets  have  the  usual 
misconstructions.  A  pig  yard  was  found  in  a 
filthy  and  disgraceful  condition.  The  necessity 
of  establishing  sanitary  services  has  been  im¬ 
pressed  upon  the  council. 

Villeneuve. — After  an  inspection  was  made 
it  was  recommended  that  a  nightsoil  service  be 
inaugurated  and  worked  in  conjunction  with  the 
Kilcoy  service. 

Woodford. — A  reinspection  was  made,  and 
recommendations  as  to  the  better  working  of  the 
sanitary  service,  garbage  removal  and  drainage 
matters,  and  reconstruction  of  earth-closets  were 
forwarded  to  Council. 

Woombye. — This  township  was  found  fairly 
clean,  and  the  sanitary  service  and  work  per¬ 
taining  thereto  well  carried  out. 

Wondai. — Improvements  have  taken  place 
in  the  sanitary  services  of  this  town  since  last 
inspected.  The  garbage  removal  service  has  been 
reorganised  and  standard-sized  bins  supplied  to 


business  premises.  The  rubbish  tip  is  still  in  the 
same  insanitary  condition.  Earth  closets  still 
possess  the  usual  constructional  defects.  Recom¬ 
mendations  for  further  improvements  and  Coun¬ 
cil  ’s  attention  drawn  to  nuisances  which  required 
abating. 

Warwick. — -A  general  survey  was  carried 
out  in  this  town.  The  sanitary  conditions  gener¬ 
ally  were  found  to  be  very  satisfactory  with  the 
exception  of  the  drainage,  which  is  susceptible  to 
considerable  improvement.  The  sanitary  service 
is  exceedingly  well  conducted.  A  special  drain¬ 
age  survey  was  carried  out  at  the  General  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  recommendations  were  submitted  for 
the  reconstruction  of  the  same. 

Wooroolin. — Reinspection  was  carried  out 
in  this  township,  and  it  was  found  that  improve¬ 
ments  had  taken  place  in  the  night  soil  service. 
Earth  closets  still  possess  the  usual  construc¬ 
tional  defects.  Inquiries  were  made  into  typhoid 
outbreak  and  report  and  recommendations  were 
forwarded  to  the  Council. 

Warra. — A  site  for  a  sanitary  depot  was 
selected  when  an  inspector  paid  a  visit  of  inspec¬ 
tion.  The  Department  recommended  to  Council 
to  establish  a  nightsoil  service,  which  was  a  neces¬ 
sity  in  this  township. 

Yandina. — On  inspection  the  township  was 
found  in  a  fairly  clean  condition.  The  sanitary 
service  is  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Y  arraman. — A  visit  of  inspection  was  made 
to  this  small  township,  and  recommendations 
were  made  to  the  Council  regarding  sanitary 
matters  requiring  attention. 

Woodford,  Durundur,  Bracalba,  Stanmore, 
Newlands,  Delaney’s 'Creek,  D’ Aguilar,  Wamu- 
ran,  Kilcoy,  and  Caboolture. — Owing  to  the 
severe  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  the  abovemen- 
tioned  places,  which  are  all  within  a  circum¬ 
scribed  area  of  the  State,  it  was  necessary  to 
scour  the  whole  of  the  district,  which  embraced 
an  area  of  many  square  miles.  The  whole  of 
the  operations  were  carried  out  by  Inspector 
Burton,  assisted  by  the  officers  of  Caboolture 
Shire  Council.  Valuable  services  were  rendered 
by  the  head  master  at  Woodford  State  school, 
who  facilitated  matters  considerably.  In  the 
search  for  carriers,  over  300  swabs  were  taken. 
Five  schools  within  the  area  were  closed 
for  the  purpose  of  disinfection.  A  second  out¬ 
break  occurred,  but  was  promptly  suppressed  by 
the  action  taken  by  the  Department.  The  State 
school  affected  was  thoroughly  disinfected  by  a 
Departmental  disinfector  under  the  supervision 
of  Inspector  Burton.  A  thorough  survey  of  the 
whole  district  was  made,  which  resulted  in 
several  recommendations  to  the  Shire  Council. 
This  has  already  been  the  subject  of  special 
report. 

Pialba,  Scarborough,  Torquay,  and  TJ ran- 

gan ' _ Owing  to  the  increase  of  population  and 

other  reasons  it  was  deemed  necessary  that  a 
rearrangement  of  the  sanitary  area  be  made, 
and  that  suitable  sanitary  sites  be  procured 
so  as  to  facilitate  the  better  working  of  the 
sanitary  services  in  the  respective  areas  which 
adjoin  each  other.  Three  new  sites  were  picked 
and  approved  of  by  this  Department.  >  A  general 
survey  was  carried  out  at  the  vaiious  places 
mentioned. 
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Central  District. 

Sub-Office,  Rockhampton. 

Sir. — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  precis  of  the  work  done  in  my  district 
for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1917 : — 

Some  51  towns  were  inspected  and  a  general 
improvement  in  the  sanitary  circumstances  noted 
in  numbers  of  places  inspected,  though  much 
still  remains  to  be  accomplished. 

One  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty 
district  vists  of  inspection  were  made  within  my 
area;  3,797  miles  were  travelled  in  the  course  of 
my  various  itineraries.  Numbers  of  the  local 
authorities  still  neglect  matters  of  sanitary 
economy  despite  the  repeated  admonitions  of  the 
Department. 

No  new  conservancy  system  has  been 
initiated  in  the  Central  District  during  the  fiscal 
year.  The  sites  of  sanitary  depots  have  been 
selected  for  the  following  centres  pending  the 
initiation  of  a  duplicate  pan  service,  viz. : — 
Banana,  Wowan,  Jericho,  Aramac.  The  Fitzroy 
Shire  have  evaded  their  responsibilities  in  this 
directon  as  far  as  Duaringa  and  Gracemere  are 
concerned,  both  of  which  are  within  their  area. 
During  the  year  a  serious  state  of  matters  arose 
in  Rockhampton  owing  to  the  strike  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  sanitary  employees.  The  prompt  action 
taken  by  the  Commissioner  and  the  plenary 
powers  entrusted  to  me,  the  crisis  was  overcome 
and  the  strike  ended.  All  Councils,  but  more 
especially  in  the  larger  towns,  seem  to  be  negli¬ 
gent  or  dilatory  in  enforcing  tbe  provisions  of 
the  Rat  and  Mosquito  Prevention  and  Destruc¬ 
tion  Regulations.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the 
apathy  of  councillors  and  .aldermen,  who  do  not 
appreciate  their  responsibilities,  and  neglect 
appointing  trained  men  as  sanitary  inspectors. 

No  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  has 
occurred  during  the  period  under  review.  An 
outbreak  of  alleged  spinal  meningitis  manifested 
itself  in  Rockhampton,  but  prompt  action  on  the 
part  of  the  local  medical  officers  seems  to  have 
nipped  it  in  the  bud.  Diseases  of  a  preventable 
character  that  the  Sanitary  Conveniences  and 
Nightsoil  Disposal  Regulations  are  designed  to 
combat  should  not  occur  in  Rockhampton  or  the 
other  parts  of  the  areas  within  the  district  if 
the  regulations  were  carried  out  in  their  entirety. 
Only  in  one  area  within  the  district  under  my 
supervision  have  the  Sanitary  Regulatons  in 
accordance  with  Secton  63  of  the  Liquor  Act 
been  enforced  by  the- Police  Magistrate  charged 
with  the  administration  of  the  said  Act.  The 
area  referred  to  is  Longreach,  and  embraces  a 
large  stretch  of  country  as  far  down  the  line  as 
Alpha  and  Aramac. 

The  new  quarters  provided  for  me  at  the 
Land  Court  Office  are  more  convenient  than  the 
old  office  on  the  City  Wharves.  I  have  to  thank 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Lands  Office  for  his 
extreme  courtesy  and  assistance  rendered  to  me 
from  time  to  time. 

(Signed)  J.  G.  Wiseman, 

Inspector  in  Charge. 


Northern  District  (Townsville). 

Sub-office,  Townsville,  4th  July,  1917. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  work  done  in  my  district  for 
the  year  ending  30th  June,  1917  : — 

Work  has  consisted  of  both  sanitary  and 
food  inspections,  together  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  clerical  work,  and  in  this  connection 
the  same  methods  were  followed  as  were  employed 
in  the  preceding  year.  My  duties  were  largely 
increased  during  the  year,  with  the  advent  of  the 
new  Food  and  Drug  Regulations,  gazetted  in 
December.  These  regulations  have  necessitated, 
and  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future,  much 
detailed  inspection  work. 

During  the  year  various  centres  in  my 
area  were  visited,  and  the  following  notes  are 
submitted  in  connection  with  sanitary  surveys 
made : — 

Townsville. — Townsville,  the  principal  city 
in  my  district,  has  not  obtained  much  improve¬ 
ment  in  its  sanitation  during  the  year.  The 
sanitary  service  has  been  carried  out  in  a  very 
negligent  manner,  and  without  regard  for  the 
health  or  comfort  of  the  community.  The  work 
of  the  present  sanitary  contractor  cannot  be  too 
harshly  commented  on,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
efficiency,  and  it  behoves  the  council  to  take 
stringent  measures  to  ensure  reform  in  this 
respect  and  thus  safeguard  the  public  health. 
The  disposal  of  garbage  is  still  being  carried 
out  by  “  tipping  ”  at  South  Townsville,  where 
much  valuable  land  of  a  swampy  nature  is  being 
reclaimed  by  this  means.  Some  very  necessary 
drainage  work  has  been  done  by  the  City  Council 
during  the  year,  which  has  abated  nuisances  of 
long  standing. 

Charters  Towers. — Since  my  last  report  the 
City  of  Charters  Towers  has  emerged  into  a 
Greater  Charters  Towers,  such  scheme  abolish¬ 
ing  the  Shire  Council  of  Queenton,  and  including 
the  greater  portion  of  that  area  within  the  city 
boundaries.  This  arrangement  should  tend  to 
economic  sanitary  administration,  and  prevent 
much  duplication  wTork  which  occurred  under 
the  old  conditions.  The  sanitary  service  is  being 
satisfactorily  carried  out  by  the  council.  A 
portion  only  of  the  nightsoil  is  buried  at  the  old 
depot,  the  remainder  being  treated  at  the 
incinerator. 

Cloncurry. — The  sanitation  of  this  import¬ 
ant  mining  township  has  somewhat  improved  in 
the  past  two  years.  The  principal  defect  found 
during  my  last  visit,  was  the  lack  of  a  suitable 
scheme  for  dealing  with  drainage  at  hotels.  In 
this  connection  the  shire  council  successfully 
prosecuted  a  publican  for  allowing  offensive 
waste  water  to  run  from  his  premises. 

Duchess. — This  far  Western  mining  town¬ 
ship  was  not  in  a  very  satisfactory  state  at  time 
of  visit,  and  certain  matters  concerning  both  the 
nightsoil  and  garbage  services  had  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  McKinlay  Shire  Council  for 
attention. 

Hughenden. — Although  improvement  in 
Hughenden  was  noticeable,  as  regards  its  general 
appearance  and  freedom  from  accumulations  Pf 
rubbish,  the  old  ‘  ‘  single  ’  ’  pan  system,  with 
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attendant  insanitary  dump  cart,  was  still  in 
vogue  for  the  removal  of  nightsoil.  A  “  double  ” 
pan  system  is,  however,  on  the  eve  of  inaugura¬ 
tion,  and  a  more  suitable  sanitary  depot  was 
recently  selected  for  this  work, 

Kuridala. — An  important  mining  township 
about  70  miles  south  of  Cloncurry.  Owing  to  the 
large  ‘  ‘  floating  ’  ’  population  of  Kuridala,  which 
is  usual  in  mining  centres,  crudely  constructed 
sanitary  conveniences  spring  up  in  different 
parts  of  the  township,  but  these  are  promptly 
brought  under  the  existing  sanitary  service.  It 
was  necessary  for  the  Department  to  call  the 
Cloncurry  Shire  Council’s  attention  to  irregu¬ 
larities  on  the  part  of  the  sanitary  contractor, 
with  a  request  that  same  be  rectified. 

Mount  Cuthbert. — I  paid  my  initial  visit 
to  this  small  township  during  the  past  year.  For 
a  rough  and  isolated  mining  town,  sanitary 
matters  respecting  nightsoil  and  garbage  removal 
were  very  satisfactory.  It  was  necessary,  how¬ 
ever,  to  inform  the  Barclay  Tableland  Shire 
Council  that  a  fresh  site  for  a  sanitary  depot 
would  have  to  be  obtained,  owing  to  the  position 
of  the  existing  depot  causing  the  pollution  of 
Copper  Mine  Creek. 

Pentland  and  Prairie. — During  the  year, 
“  double  ”  pan  sanitary  services  were  installed 
at  each  of  these  two  centres,  by  the  Dalrymple 
Shire  Council,  prior  to  this  the  cesspit  system 
being  in  vogue.  Suitable  sites  for  sanitary 
depots  were  selected  for  the  council  at  Prairie 
and  Pentland,  who  have  now  erected  the 
necessary  plant  and  buildings. 

Ravenswood. — The  population  of  this  old 
mining  township  has  been  greatly  depleted 
during  the  past  few  years,  owing  to  the  closing 
down  of  the  local  gold  mines.  During  the  year 
under  review,  work  at  the  sanitary  depot  was 
found  to  be  done  in  a  careless  manner,  and  this 
matter,  together  with  the  want  of  a  properly 
organised  garbage  removal  service,  was  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  shire  council. 

Ravenswood  Junction. — This  township  is, 
unfortunately  for  its  efficient  sanitary  adminis¬ 
tration,  divided  up  between  the  Ravenswood  and 
Dalrymple  Shire  areas.  No  sanitary  service  has 
yet  been  installed,  cesspits  and  pan  closets  alike 
being  attended  to  by  householders.  The  urgent 
necessity  for  a  properly  conducted  nightsoil 
removal  service  has  been  referred  to  the  shire 
councils  concerned. 

Selwyn. — This  mining  township  was  found 
to  be  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  state.  Well- 
conducted  nightsoil  and  garbage  removal  services 
are  carried  out  in  daylight.  It  was  necessary  to 
refer  the  McKinlay  Shire  Council  to  a  few  minor 
matters  requiring  attention. 

Torrens  Creek. — The  sanitation  of  Torrens 
Creek  has  been  considerably  improved  by  the 
Dalrymple  Shire  Council,  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
report  the  absence  of  any  case  of  typhoid  fever 
occurring  during  the  year.  This  fact,  no  doubt, 
may  be  accounted  for,  to  a  large  extent,  by  the 
removal  of  the  local  meatworks,  where  in  past 
years  myriads  of  house  flies  were  bred.  It  is 
trusted  that,  with  the  improved  sanitation,  and 
the  absence  of  the  meatworks  as  a  fly-breeding 
centre,  the  township  will  remain  free  from 
typhoid,  which  disease  consistently  made  its 
appearance  during  the  summer  months. 


Winton. — This  pastoral  township  was  visited 
during  the  year,  and  the  shire  council  were  found 
to  be  fully  alive  to  their  duty  under  the  Health 
Acts.  The  only  matter  of  sanitation  which 
urgently  requires  attention  is  the  proper  disposal 
of  hotel  drainage,  and  the  council  are  at  present 
grappling  with  the  situation,  and  have  called 
tenders  for  the  laying  of  pipes  and  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  concrete  pits.  The  intention  of  the 
council  is  to  systematically  remove  the  contents 
of  the  pits  and  dispose  of  the  waste  water  outside 
the  township.  The  results  of  the  council’s  efforts 
in  this  direction  will  be  watched  with  interest 
by  other  Western  councils  where  similar  drain¬ 
age  difficulties  exit. 

I  have,  &c., 

C.  Cato,  Inspector. 


Northern  District  (Cairns). 

Cairns,  North  Queensland, 

1st  July,  1917. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith 
the  following  report  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Northern  Sub-Office,  Cairns,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  30th  June,  1917 : — 

Places  Visited.— The  following  towns  were 
visited  in  respect  to  general  sanitary  matters, 
and  recommendations  were  made  to  the  various 
local  authorities  where  necessary : — Almaden, 
Atherton,  Babinda,  Basilisk  Township,  Croydon, 
Chillagoe,  Cardross,  Cumberland,  Durham, 
Edmonton,  Forsayth,  Georgetown,  Herberton, 
Hull  River,  Innisfail,  Khartoum,  Kairi,  Kureen, 
Mungana,  Mareeba,  Malanda,  Normanton,  Port 
Douglas,  Peeramon,  Ravenshoe,  Thursday  Island, 
Tumoulin,  Tolga,  Woree,  Wondecla,  Yunga- 
burra.  I 

Sanitary  Inspections. — Nine  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made 
in  the  course  of  my  tours  of  inspections  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  numerous  reinspections  under¬ 
taken  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  depart¬ 
mental  instructions  have  been  given  effect  to  or 
completed. 

Atherton. — A  reinspection  of  this  township 
was  made.  The  sanitary  service,  which  is  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  local  authority  instead  of  the  usual 
contract  system,  was  effectively  carried  out.  The 
sanitary  matter  is  destroyed  by  fire.  The  works 
are  kept  scrupulously  clean  and  are  a  credit  both 
to  the  council  and  to  the  officer  in  charge.  Minor 
improvements  were  recommended  to  the  council 
in  this  matter,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  working 
of  the  garbage  disposal. 

Almaden. — Almaden  is  a  small  township 
consisting  of  about  twenty  premises,  and  is  of 
some  importance  as  it  is  the  junction  of  the 
Einasleigh  and  Chillagoe  Railway,  therefore  it 
is  essential  that  the  sanitary  conditions  should 
be  as  perfect  as  possible  so  as  to  prevent  an  out¬ 
break  of  typhoid  or  other  sickness  which  may  be 
conveyed  to  the  township  by  the  travelling 
public.  No  improvements  had  been  made  in  con¬ 
nection  with  sanitary  matters  since  my  previous 
visit  of  last  year.  The  local  inspector  of 
nuisances,  who  is  also  shire  clerk,  never  had  the 
time  to  visit  this  place  in  order  to  make  an  in¬ 
spection.  This  has  already  been  the  subject  of  a 
special  report. 
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Bdbinda. — Babinda  is  a  rising  township 
some  36  miles  from  Cairns.  The  sanitary  con¬ 
ditions  are  most  unsatisfactory.  The  earth 
closets  were  found  to  be  in  a  dilapidated  and 
filthy  condition,  the  yards  reeking  with  filth. 
Householders  dispose  of  the  nightsoil  by  burying 
it  in  the  back  yard.  There  is  also  a  complete 
absence  of  garbage  removal,  needless  to  say  there 
are  accumulations  of  rubbish  in  every  yard  in 
town.  A  few  yards  removed  from  these  insani¬ 
tary  conditions  stands  the  State  Hotel,  with  its 
modern  appointments,  here  all  faecal  matter 
being  disposed  of  in  a  septic  tank,  which  was 
stated  to  be  working  satisfactorily.  About  two 
years  ago,  at  the  request  of  the  Shire  Council, 
a  site  was  selected  for  a  sanitary  depot.  The 
only  suitable  site  available  was  private  property, 
to  which  the  owner  raised  an  objection,  hence 
the  delay  in  installing  the  double-pan  system. 
Everything  is  now  complete,  and  it  is  expected 
to  have  the  daylight  system  with  airtight  lids 
in  full  working  order  at  an  early  date.  The 
council  have  called  on  all  occupiers  and  owners 
of  property,  through  the  Press,  to  bring  their 
earth  closets  to  the  required  standard. 

Basilisk  Township. — At  the  request  of  the 
manager  of  the  South  Johnstone  Sugar  Mill  an 
inspection  was  made  about  twelve  months  ago  for 
the  purpose  of  selecting  a  site  for  a  sanitary 
depot.  This,  owing  to  the  numerous  fresh- water 
creeks  and  the  natural  fall  of  the  country  being 
towards  the  creeks,  the  waters  from  which  are 
used  for  drinking  purposes,  was  found  to  be  a 
most  difficult  problem.  Several  sites  were  in¬ 
spected  but  had  to  be  abandoned;  eventually  a 
site  was  selected,  but  could  only  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  an  incinerator.  This  is  a 
rapidly  growing  centre,  and  it  is  essential  that 
arrangements  be  made  at  an  early  date  for  the 
installation  of  the  double  pan  system,  otherwise 
there  is  likely  to  be  a  serious  outbreak  of  sick¬ 
ness  in  the  district  owing  to  the  water  supply 
being  polluted  and  to  the  apathetic  attitude  of 
the  Johnstone  Shire  Council  in  dealing  with 
matters  in  this  district.  This  has  been  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  a  special  report. 

Croydon  and  Golden  Gate. — Matters  per¬ 
taining  to  the  sanitation  of  this  district  were 
found,  on  inspection,  in  a  most  unsatisfactory 
condition.  There  is  an  absence  of  an  organised 
garbage  removal  system,  and  consequently 
accumulations  of  household  and  trade  refuse 
were  found  in  many  of  the  yards.  This  council 
still  clings  to  the  antiquated  dump  cart,  with  all 
its  attendant  evils,  for  the  collection  of  nightsoil. 
Earth  closets  have  the  usual  defects.  This  has 
been,  the  subject  of  a  special  report  and  sugges¬ 
tions  have  been  placed  before  the  council  for 
effecting  necessary  improvements. 

Chillagoe. — A  reinspection  of  this  town  was 
made  and  an  improvement  was  noticed  at  the 
sanitary  depot ;  there  is  still  the  absence  of  air¬ 
tight  lids.  The  usual  defects  were  noticed  in 
the  construction  of  the  earth  closets.  The  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  council  was  again  directed  to  matters 
of  detail  in  connection  with  the  above. 

Car  dross. — This  is  a  small  mining  township 
of  about  twenty-five  houses.  The  service  for  the 
collection  and  final  disposal  of  nightsoil  was  by 
no  means  well  carried  out.  The  depot  was  found 
to  be  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  condition.  No 
trenches  are  dug,  the  nightsoil  is  simply  dumped 


on  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  left  there. 
Accumulations  of  rubbish  were  noticed  at  the 
back  of  almost  every  house.  The  whole  township 
appeared  to  be  in  a  neglected  aad  insanitary 
state.  In  almost  every  instance  the  earth  closets 
were  in  a  dilapidated  condition.  It  was  stated 
that  the  council’s  inspector  had  not  paid  a  visit 
to  this  place  for  about  two  years.  The  council 
have  been  called  upon  to  remedy  the  existing 
insanitary  conditions,  and  to  take  measures  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  same. 

Forsayth. — An  inspection  of  this  town  was 
made.  Sanitary  conditions  were  far  from  satis¬ 
factory.  The  obsolete  dump-cart  system  is  still 
in  existence ;  many  defects  were  noticed  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  earth  closets,  such  as  dilapi¬ 
dated  buildings,  absence  of  panstead  doors,  &c. 
Garbage  was  found  to  be  tipped  in  a  haphazard 
manner  at  the  depot.  The  attention  of  the 
council  was  directed  to  these  matters  and  im¬ 
provements  called  for. 

Georgetown,  Cumberland,  and  Durham. — 
These  townships  are  in  a  decadent  condition. 
Sanitary  matters  were  found  to  be  in  a  fairly 
satisfactory  state  at  Georgetown.  Although  this 
town  is  almost  deserted,  the  council  are  fully 
alive  to  the  necessity  for  a  most  efficient  sanitary 
service,  wffiich  has  been  adopted  for  some  years, 
and  should  be  an  object  lesson  to  the  local 
authorities  in  the  near  neighbourhood,  carrying 
larger  populations.  The  cesspit  system  is  still 
in  existence  at  the  Durham.  Minor  matters 
requiring  attention  were  submitted  to  the  council, 
also  recommendation  that  the  sanitary  service  be 
extended  to  the  Durham. 

Herberton  and  Nigger  Creek. — A  revisit  of 
inspection  was  made  to  these  townships.  The 
usual  defects  still  exist  in  the  construction  of 
the  earth-closets.  No  deodorant  in  the  form  of 
dry  earth  or  other  suitable  material  was  being 
supplied  in  connection  with  the  sanitary  service, 
thus  encouraging  the  breeding  of  flies.  The 
sanitary  matter  is  disposed  of  by  burning. 
Sanitary  pans  were  found  to  be  in  a  leaky  con¬ 
dition  and  patched  up  with  bagging  or  calico 
tarred  over;  billy  lids  were  also  in  use.  The 
present  contract  expires  in  September  of  this 
year,  and  the  Council  are  under  agreement  to 
take  over  the  incinerator  and  plant,  including 
pans,  from  the  contractor,  hence  the  neglect  by 
the  contractor  in  securing  new  pans.  The  cess¬ 
pit  system  is  still  in  existence  at  Nigger  Creek. 
The  Herberton  sanitary  cart  goes  to  within  a 
mile  of  this  place,  yet  the  Council  will  not  extend 
the  service,  although  it  has  been  repeatedly 
recommended  by  the  Department.  The  Shire 
Council  appear  to  be  apathetic  to  matters  relat¬ 
ing  to  public  health. 

Hull  River  Settlement. — A  visit  of  inspec¬ 
tion  was  made  to  Hull  River,  which  is  an  aborigi¬ 
nal  settlement.  The  sanitary  conditions  were 
found  to  be  most  objectionable.  There  appeared 
to  be  a  lack  of  supervision  by  the  overseer;  too 
much  responsibility  was  placed  on  the  black 
boys;  pans  were  found  to  be  full  and  in  some 
instances  flowing  over.  The  matter  has  been  the 
subject  of  a  special  report. 

Innisfail. — A  reinspection  of  this  town  was 
made;  the  position  of  affairs  is  exactly  the  same 
as  when  an  inspection  was  made  over  two  years 


A  metropolitan  council’s  idea  of  perfect  drainage.  View  showing  a  2-foot  stormwater  sever 
terminating  in  the  yard  of  a  private  dwelling;  pipes  unjointed  and  cavity  scoured  out 
by  stormwater. 


1 ‘  Example  is  better  than  precept.”  This  particular 
earth-closet  is  in  use  on  a  councillor’s  premises  in 
North  Queensland. 


View  of  end  of  tip,  with  burning  rubbish  on  top. 


,  ,  •  .  h  oivtip-ht  (doset  pans  used  in  connection  with  daylight  sanitary 

Photograph  showing  ^  of  Ud  ghowg  tbe  annular  groove  with  the  red  rubber  tubular  ring 

in  position  which  together  with  the  steel  spring  on  top  of  pan  hermetically  seals 
extents  The  rubbish  bin  in  centre,  with  ventilated  overlapping  rimmed  lid  is  used 
in  connection  Juh  the  collection  and  removal  of  household  refuse  and  provided  tor 

every  household. 
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ago,  and  a  rough  estimate  drawn  up  for  the 
installation  of  a  proper  sanitary  and  garbage 
removal  service  in  place  of  the  antiquated  dump- 
cart  with  all  its  attendant  evils.  A  loan  has  been 
secured  from  the  Government,  all  necessary  pans, 
wagon,  &c.,  are  on  hand,  still  the  Council  are 
delaying  the  installation  of  same.  No  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the 
earth-closets,  some  being  in  a  most  objectionable 
state,  nor  action  taken  in  the  cleansing  of  China¬ 
town.  The  apathetic  attitude  of  the  Johnstone 
Shire  Council  towards  their  duty  under  the 
Health  Acts  throughout  the  district  is  decidedly 
marked.  A  report  has  already  been  submitted, 
and  the  Council  have  been  requested  to  expedite 
matters. 

Khartoum. — This  is  a  new  mining  township, 
and  recently  taken  over  from  the  Walsh  Shire 
by  the  Chiiiagoe  Council.  The  sanitary  con¬ 
ditions  were  found  to  be  most  unsatisfactory 
Earth-closets  were  constructed  of  tree  bark,  no 
provision  being  made  to  protect  the  contents  of 
the  pans  from  flies.  The  nightsoil,  instead  of 
being  buried  at  the  depot,  was  dumped  into  a 
creek  close  by.  The  depot,  which  was  selected 
by  an  official  of  the  Walsh  Shire,  was  in  such  a 
position  that  it  was  likely  to  pollute  the  water 
supply  of  a  township  further  down.  The  matter 
has  been  the  subject  of  a  special  report  and 
recommendations  submitted  to  the  Council  call¬ 
ing  for  necessary  improvements,  and  also  for  the 
selection  of  a  new  sanitary  depot. 

Mungana. — On  inspection  this  township  was 
found  free  from  accumulations  of  rubbish ;  the 
nightsoil  service  is  well  worked.  Earth-closets 
have  the  usual  defects.  Council’s  attention  was 
directed  to  these  and  minor  matters  requesting 
alteration. 

Malanda. — A  revisit  of  inspection  was  made 
of  this  town  and  district,  and,  practically  speak¬ 
ing,  no  improvements  in  connection  with  sanitary 
conditions  have  been  carried  out  since  my  pre¬ 
vious  visit  some  eighteen  months  ago.  The  Coun¬ 
cil  at  that  time  had  decided  to  adopt  the  double 
pan  system;  all  necessary  arrangements  were 
made,  a  site  selected  for  a  depot,  and  a  loan 
obtained  from  the  Government;  but  the  matter 
seems  to  have  been  shelved  for  some  time.  The 
Council  have  just  woke  up  and  discovered  that  it 
is  necessary  that  the  installation  must  take  place 
before  the  hot  weather  sets  in.  This  has  been 
the  subject  of  a  special  report,  and  the  Council 
asked  to  expedite  matters. 

Mareeba. — Sanitary  conditions  at  this  town 
were  found  to  be  in  a  neglected  condition.  The 
depot  had  a  most  neglected  appearance,  trenches 
not  filled  in,  and  overgrown  with  weeds.  The 
burials  appeared  to  be  done  in  a  haphazard 
manner,  no  system  being  carried  out.  Liquid 
filth  and  fly  larvae  were  in  evidence  on  the  sur¬ 
face  of  the  ground.  Sanitary  wagon  and  pans 
were  found  to  be  in  a  dilapidated  condition.  A 
number  of  earth-closets  were  found  in  a  filthy 
and  dilapidated  condition.  Drainage  from  the 
hotels  was  stagnating  at  the  rear  of  the  premises, 
in  which  numerous  mosquito  larvae  were  breed¬ 
ing. 


The  conditions  wore  the  subject  of  a  special 
report  and  recommendations  submitted  to  the 
Council  for  immediate  action. 

Normanton. — An  inspection  was  made  of 
this  far  Northern  town  during  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  and  showed  that  matters  concerning  the 
sanitation  of  the  town  were  of  secondary  con¬ 
sideration.  Accumulations  of  rubbish  were 
observed  in  back  yards  and  vacant  allotments. 
The  earth-closets  were  in  a  dilapidated  condition. 
The  dump  cart  is  being  used  for  the  collection  of 
sanitary  matter.  A  full  report  has  already  been 
submitted,  and  recommendations  submitted  to 
the  Council. 

Thursday  Island. — The  general  sanitary 
circumstances  in  this  far  Northern  town  were 
found  on  inspection  to  be  very  satisfactory,  and 
are  a  credit  to  the  Council  and  the  officer  in 
charge. 

Cairns. — Considerable  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  sanitary 
arrangements.  The  night  removals  of  the  sani¬ 
tary  pans  have  been  discontinued  and  the  day¬ 
light  service  with  airtight  lids  substituted.  No 
decided  action  has  been  taken  in  respect  to  the 
hovels  in  Chinatown,  but  it  is  expected  that 
improvements  will  be  carried  out  during  the  next 
twelve  months.  The  Council  are  still  carrying 
on  the  work  of  filling  in  the  low-lying  and 
swampy  ground.  This  is  absolutely  necessary, 
and  it  is  a  pity  another  engine  could  not  be 
secured,  so  as  the  work  could  be  carried  on 
quicker,  as  malarial  fever  seems  to  be  very  pre¬ 
valent  in  Cairns  during  the  last  twelve  months, 
no  less  than  119  cases  having  been  reported. 

The  sanitary  depot  is  now  conducted  in  a 
more  satisfactory  manner,  but  there  is  still  room 
for  improvements. 

R.  A.  Wright,  Inspector. 


The  reports  submitted  reveal  that  good  re¬ 
sults  have  been  achieved  throughout  the  State  in 
respect  to  sanitary  administration. 

Before  concluding,  however,  I  would  like  to 
here  point  out  that  from  my  own  observations 
and  experience,  and  those  of  my  officers,  it  has 
been  remarked  that  the  sites  of  many  of  the 
towns  and  settlements  in  Queensland  have  been 
fixed  in  a  haphazard  manner,  growing  up  m 
many  instances  adjacent  to  the  camping  grounds 
of  the  early  carrying  days,  or  near  railway 
termini  and  stations  as  the  lines  were  pushed 
out  into  the  interior  without  any  regard  to 
hygienic  conditions. 

I  would  suggest  that  as  future  develop¬ 
ments  take  place  the  selection  of  town  sites  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  small  commission  of 
experts,  consisting  of,  say,  the  Commissioner  ot 
Public  Health,  an  accredited  Government  sur¬ 
veyor,  and  a  Civil  Engineer,  who  would  go  into 
the  question  of  aspect,  water  supply,  drainage, 
and  the  general  future  health  requirements  ot 
succeeding  generations  without  reference  to 
vested  interests  at  the  time  being. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  SIMPSON,  M.R.S.T., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX  H. 

REPORT  OF  CHIEF  FOOD  INSPECTOR. 


Department  of  Public  Health, 

Brisbane,  16th  July,  1917. 

Sir, — The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
work  performed  by  the  officers  engaged  upon 
food  inspection  duties  during  the  twelve  months 
ending  30th  June,  1917 : — 

Staff. 

No  changes  in  personnel  have  occurred  since 
my  last  annual  report  was  submitted,  and  the 
officers  who  were  then  absent  on  active  service — 
Inspectors  A.  N.  Young,  A.  E.  L.  Mason,  and  L. 
Cooling — still  remain  on  duty  at  the  front. 

During  this  period  Inspector  Young  has 
received  further  promotion  in  the  Australian 
Army  Service  Corps,  to  the  rank  of  Captain, 
while  Inspector  Mason  has  been  advanced  to  non¬ 
commissioned  rank  in  the  Sanitary  Section  of  the 
R.A.M.C. 

Inspector  Cooling,  who  is  also  serving  with 
the  latter  corps,  has  so  far  not  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  turning  his  special  knowledge  of  anti¬ 
mosquito  work  to  account  in  the  particular 
locality  in  which  he  is  stationed,  but  is  rendering 
useful  service  in  field  sanitation  on  the  western 
battle  front. 

At  headquarters  five  food  inspectors  and  one 
assistant  food  inspector  have  attended  to  the 
Brisbane  metropolitan  area,  and  have  also  per¬ 
formed  periodical  inspections  of  outside  country 
districts.  Whilst  working  from  their  stations  at 
Rockhampton,  Townsville,  and  Cairns,  three 
general  officers  have  carried  out  the  inspection 
of  food  supplies  over  the  country  lying  within 
their  reach,  in  addition  to  exercising  sanitary 
supervision  over  such  districts. 

Scheme. 

The  work  of  the  food  division  during  the 
period  under  review  has  followed  closely  the 
lines  of  the  preceding  year,  and  no  fresh  ground 
has  been  opened. 

The  new  Food  and  Drug  Regulations  which 
were  issued  in  December  last,  and  which  came 
into  operation  in  January  of  the  present  year, 
appear  to  present  a  number  of  fresh  features, 
but  when  carefully  considered  in  detail  these  it 
will  be  observed  are  more  in  the  nature  of  ampli¬ 
fication  of  the  previous  regulations  than  actual 
alteration  of  the  law  itself. 

War  conditions  and  the  consequent  unsettled 
state  of  trade  and  commerce  have  necessitated 
extreme  care  and  discretion  in  the  handling  of 
many  questions  that  have  arisen  in  connection 
with  food  and  drug  work,  and  much  tact  and 
discrimination  has  had  to  be  exercised  at  times 
to  prevent  dislocation  of  trade. 


The  routine  duties  of  the  food  staff  have 
included  visits  of  inspection  to  wholesale  ware¬ 
houses,  wharves,  bond  stores,  markets,  cold  stores, 
cake  and  biscuit  factories,  canning  establish¬ 
ments,  tea  packers’  premises,  ice-cream  and  ice 
factories,  general  stores,  flour-mills,  cereal 
packers,  smallgoods  factories,  wine  and  spirit 
merchants,  hotels,  aerated  water  and  cordial  fac¬ 
tories,  breweries,  fish  shops,  oyster  saloons,  auc¬ 
tion  marts,  wholesale  and  retail  chemists, 
bakeries,  restaurants,  military  canteens,  sauce 
and  condiment  factories,  boarding-houses,  fruit- 
shops,  &c. 

The  work  has  also  entailed  visits  to  show- 
grounds,  racecourses,  camps,  bottle-yards,  street 
stalls,  and  the  inspection  of  the  various  vehicles 
and  utensils  used  to  convey  food  for  sale  to  the 
consumer. 

The  efficient  performance  of  the  duties  out¬ 
lined  has  at  times  necessitated  the  employment 
of  the  officers  concerned  upon  early  morning  and 
late  night  work,  and  it  has  been  necessary  also 
on  occasions  to  require  their  services  on  Satur¬ 
day  afternoons,  Sunday  mornings,  and  public 
holidays — more  particularly  in  connection  with 
milk  sampling,  in  which  work  all  of  the  food 
inspectors  have  at  times  participated. 

PIeadquarters’  Staff. 

The  officers  of  Headquarters’  Food  Staff,  in 
addition  to  their  routine  inspectorial  duties  in 
the  Brisbane  metropolitan  area,  have  during  the 
year  paid  visits  of  inspection  to  the  country  and 
outside  towns  and  districts  specified  in  the 
undermentioned  list. 

At  each  one  of  these  places,  so  far  as  time 
permitted,  all  premises  in  or  on  which  food  and 
drugs  for  sale  have  been  manufactured,  prepared, 
stored,  packed,  or  sold  have  been  visited. 

In  various  centres  the  special  duties  of  milk 
sampling,  liquor  testing,  and  bread  weighing 
have  been  carried  out. 

In  each  town  visited  extract  copies  of  the 
requirements  of  the  new  Food  and  Drug  Regula¬ 
tions  affecting  various  trades  handling  products 
therein  specified  have  been  handed  to  the  parties 
concerned  and  whenever  possible  the  provisions 
discussed  and  any  information  requested 
afforded. 

Minor  defects  met  with  have  been  corrected 
by  verbal  intimation  or  written  notice  from  the 
inspecting  officer,  whilst  others  of  a  more  serious 
character  have  been  made  the  subject  of  formal 
notices  from  head  office. 


An  “old-time”  bottle-washing  plant  of  a  type  frequently  met  with  in  various  parts  of  the  State. 


An  “old-time”  bottle- washing  plant  replaced  by  a  satisfactory  sterilizing  plant  and  process. 
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Visits  by  Inspectors  to  Country  Towns  (Headquarters),  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


Date. 

Place. 

Purpose  of  Visit. 

4  September,  1916 

Gatton 

Prosecutions  . .  •  •  •  ■  S 

5  September,  1916 

Rosewood 

Prosecutions  ■  -  •  •  •  •  £ 

13  September,  1916 

Redbank 

Hotel  inspection  . .  . .  •  •  I 

14  September,  1916 

Ipswich 

Hotel  inspection  . .  .  -  •  •  I 

4  October,  1916  .  . 

Blackbutt 

Prosecutions  •  •  •  •  •  •  £ 

6  October,  1916  . . 

Moore 

Prosecutions  . .  . .  •  •  £ 

20  November,  1916 

Kingston 

Food  inspection  . .  . .  • .  £ 

20  November,  1916 

Waterford 

Food  inspection  . .  . .  -  -  £ 

20-23  November,  1916 

Beaudesert 

Food  inspection  .  .  . .  -  •  £ 

23-24  November,  1916 

Rathdowney  . . 

Food  inspection  . .  . .  •  •  S 

24  November,  1910 

Lamington 

Food  inspection  . .  . .  . .  £ 

25-28  November,  1916 

Beenleigh 

Food  inspection  . .  -  -  . .  £ 

28  November,  1916 

Oxenford 

Food  inspection  . .  . .  •  •  £ 

29  November,  1916 

Oxenford 

Food  inspection  . .  . .  •  •  £ 

2  December,  1916 

Southport 

Food  inspection  . .  . .  -  -  £ 

2-6  December,  1916 

Coolangatta  .  . 

Food  inspection  . .  . .  •  •  £ 

6-7  December,  1916 

West  Burleigh 

Food  inspection  . .  . .  •  •  £ 

8-9  December,  1916 

Nerang 

Food  inspection  . .  .  .  •  •  £ 

9-12  December,  1916 

Canungra 

Food  inspection  . .  . .  -  -  £ 

20  December,  1916 

Redbank' 

Hotel  inspection  .  .  . .  •  •  1 

16  January,  1917  .  . 

Maryborough 

Hotel  inspection  . .  .  .  •  •  1 

15-17  January,  1917  . . 

Gympie 

Hotel  inspection  . .  . .  •  •  ] 

17  January,  1917  •  • 

Takura 

Mosquito  survey  .  .  •  •  •  •  1 

17  January,  1917  .  . 

Maryborough 

Mosquito  survey  . .  .  •  •  •  1 

16-19  January,  1917  .  - 

Chinchilla 

Food  inspection  . .  ,  •  •  •  1 

17-22  January,  1917  .  . 

Maryborough 

Hotel  inspection  . .  . .  •  •  1 

19-20  January,  1917  •  ■ 

Yuelba 

Food  inspection  . .  . .  .  •  1 

20-27  January,  1917  ■  • 

Roma  . . 

Food  inspection  .  -  .  •  •  • 

22-29  January,  1917  •  • 

Rockhampton 

Hotel  inspection  . .  . .  -  • 

27-29  January,  1917  .  . 

Amby  .  . 

Food  inspection  . .  . .  -  • 

29-31  January,  1917  .  • 

Morven  .  .  .  . 

Food  inspection 

29-31  January,  1917  .  . 

Gladstone 

Hotel  inspection 

31  Jan. -5  Feb.,  1917  .  . 

Bundaberg 

Hotel  inspection 

31  Jan. -7  Feb.,  1917  .  . 

Charleville 

Food  inspection 

7-12  February,  1917.  . 

Cunnamulla  .  . 

Food  inspection  . .  .  •  •  • 

12-15  February, 1917-  . 

Mitchell 

Food  inspection 

15-16  February,  1917-  - 

Warra 

Food  inspection 

22-23  February, 1917.  . 

Southport 

Milk  sampling 

22-23  February,  1917. . 

Southport 

Milk  sampling 

14  February, 1917. . 

Canungra 

Prosecutions 

22  February, 1917- . 

Nerang 

Prosecutions 

24  February, 1917.  . 

Coolangatta  .  . 

Prosecutions 

26  March,  i917  .  . 

Gympie 

Prosecutions 

27-29  March,  1917  .. 

Bundaberg 

Prosecutions 

29-30  March,  1917 

Gladstone 

Prosecutions 

16  April,  1917 

Southport 

Prosecutions 

8-9  May,  1917 

Chinchilla 

Prosecutions 

9-10  May,  1917 

Roma 

Prosecutions 

10-11  May,  1917 

Morven 

Prosecutions 

11-14  May,  1917 

Cunnamulla  . . 

Prosecutions 

14-17  May,  1917 

Cunnamulla  .  . 

Food  inspection,  milk  sampling 

14-18  May,  1917 

Dalby  .  . 

Food  inspection 

18-21  May,  1917 

Charleville 

Prosecutions 

18-21  May,  1917 

Jondaryan 

Food  inspection 

21-22  May,  1917 

Mitchell 

Prosecutions 

21-23  May,  1917 

Oakey 

Food  inspection 

23-24  May,  1917 

Kingsthorpe 

Food  inspection 

24-30  May,  1917 

Toowoomba  .  . 

Milk  sampling,  food  inspection 

1-4  June,  1917 

Warwick 

Milk  sampling,  food  inspection 

4-11  June,  1917 

Gympie 

Food  inspection 

4-7  June,  1917 

Stanthorpe 

Food  inspection 

7-11  June,  1917 

Killarney 

Food  inspection 

8  June,  1917 

Kadanga 

Food  inspection 

9-15  June,  1917 

Maryborough 

Food  inspection 

11-12  June,  1917 

Helidon 

Food  inspection 

12-15  June,  1917 

Gatton 

Food  inspection 

15-18  June,  1917 

Laidley 

Food  inspection 

16-18  June,  1917 

Cooran 

Food  inspection 

18-19  June,  1917 

Pomona 

Food  inspection 

18-20  June,  1917 

Rosewood 

Food  inspection 

20-21  June,  1917 

Lowood 

Food  inspection 

19-20  June,  1917 

Cooroy 

Food  inspection 

20-22  June,  1917 

Nambour 

Food  inspection 

21-23  June,  1917 

Esk . 

Food  inspection 

23-25  June'  1917 

Toogoolawah  . . 

Food  inspection 

22-23  June,  1917 

Woombye 

Food  inspection 

23-25  June,  1917 

Palmwoods 

Food  inspection 

25-26  June'  1917 

Ipswich 

Food  inspection 

25-26  June,  1917 

Mooloolah 

Food  inspection 

26-27  June'  1917 

Landsborough 

Food  inspection 

27-29  June,  1917 

Caboolture  .  . 

Food  inspection 

18  May,  1917 

Woody  Point 

Hotel  inspection 

18  May,  1917 

Redcliffe 

Hotel  inspection 

22-23  May,  1917 

Ipswich 

Hotel  inspection 

24-25  May,  1917 

Ipswich 

Food  inspection 

18-21  June,  1917 

Ipswich 

Hotel  inspection 

Inspector. 


Beaver 

Stewart 

Beaver 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Stewart 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Plumb 

Plumb 

Plumb 

Wallace 

Plumb 
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Warehouses. 

The  supervision  of  wholesale  'warehouses  in 
the  Brisbane  metropolitan  area  has  during  the 
year  rested  with  Inspector  Beaver,  who,  in 
reviewing  operations  over  this  period,  reiterates 
the  continued  progress  that  is  being  made  in  the 
direction  of  securing  for  the  public  a  properly 
prepared,  cleanly  kept  food  supply. 

Inspector  Beaver  further  states  that  taking 
the  warehouse  section  generally,  stocks,  although 
lower,  are  considerably  cleaner,  and  that  the 
merchants  do  not  hesitate  to  ask  the  advice  of  the 
food  inspector  on  any  new  lines  coming  forward. 

This  is  in  itself  gratifying  as  an  indication 
of  the  confidence  reposed  in  the  latter  as  a  result 
of  previous  transactions. 

Concerning  canned  fish,  Inspector  Beaver 
reports  that  the  shortage  of  shipments  from 
Norway  has  brought  the  American  competitor 
into  the  field  and  so  far  his  goods  have  been 
found  of  excellent  quality. 

Japanese  goods  have  shown  improvement  in 
the  get-up,  and  the  lengthened  keeping  qualities 
of  these  lines  lead  one  to  believe  that  decided 
advances  have  been  made  by  the  packers  in  the 
actual  preparation  and  handling. 

In  other  lines  the  principal  defects  ascer¬ 
tained  lay  in  the  direction  of  the  use  of  pro¬ 
hibited  colourings,  excess  preservative,  and 
faulty  labelling. 

In  this  latter  connection  time  and  trouble 
has  been  taken  and  considerable  quantities  of 
faulty  labels  have  been  consigned  to  the  furnace. 

On  the  preservative  question  correspondence 
between  merchants  and  exporters  has  resulted  in 
the  landing  in  this  country  of  goods,  particularly 
cod-fish,  which  conform  to  official  requirements. 

Hotel  Inspection. 

Hotel  inspection  in  the  Brisbane  metropoli¬ 
tan  area  was  carried  oat  durng  the  year  by 
Inspector  Plumb,  who,  in  addition  to  his  work  in 
this  particular  area,  also  visited  Gympie,  Mary¬ 
borough,  Bundaberg,  Gladstone,  Rockhampton, 
and  Ipswich. 

As  a  result  of  his  inspections,  this  officer 
reports  marked  improvement  in  the  majority 
of  hotels  visited,  more  especially  in  the  Brisbane 
metropolitan  area,  where  the  quality  of  spirits 
has  improved  and  glass-washing  facilities  are 
now  of  a  distinctly  higher  standard. 

During  the  period  under  review  the  fly¬ 
proofing  with  wire  gauze  of  hotel  kitchens  in  the 
metropolitan  area  has  practically  been  com¬ 
pleted  and  the  w^ork  is  now  being  extended  to 
outside  areas. 

Occasionally  it  has  been  apparent  upon 
inspection  and  testing  that  the  practice  of  refill¬ 
ing  proprietary  bottles  with  draught  spirits  has 
not  entirely  ceased,  but  still  it  is  not  so  prevalent 
as  in  the  past. 

During  his  tour  of  the  North  Coast  line 
Inspector  Plumb  found  spirits  on  sale  in  several 
towns  in  an  extremely  unsatisfactory  condition, 
with  the  result  that  eleven  prosecutions  were 
instituted  and  eleven  convictions  obtained,  the 
total  fines  amounting  to  £73  13s, 


Kitchens  in  many  of  the  country  hotels 
visited  were  found  in  an  extremely  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  and  insanitary  condition  and  alterations 
ordered. 

The  fly  proofing  of  kitchens  would  have  been 
further  advanced  but  for  the  shortage  of  stocks 
of  the  required  material,  caused  by  war 
conditions. 

Booths  on  showgrounds,  racecourses,  and  at 
sports  gatherings  have  received  special  attention 
at  the  hands  of  this  officer,  who  reports  con¬ 
ditions  vastly  improved  in  this  direction  also. 

Retail  Stores. 

Inspector  Stewart  reports  considerable  pro¬ 
gress  in  the  general  conduct  of  this  class  of  busi¬ 
ness,  more  particularly  in  the  arrangements  that 
are  made  to  protect  susceptible  food  lines  from 
contamination  by  flies  and  dust. 

More  care  is  now  being  observed  in  the  stack¬ 
ing  of  goods  inside  and  without  the  premises, 
the  hew  regulations  requiring  veget<  bles  and 
other  food  lines  to  be  raised  from  the  floor  to 
such  a  height  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  dogs. 

Bakehouses. 

The  new  regulations  require  bakehouses  to 
be  ceiled  and  lined  and  the  door  and  window 
openings  to  be  protected  against  flies  and  dust. 

A  number  of  faulty  bakehouses  have  been 
brought  up  to  requirements  and  the  work  of 
correcting  defects  in  others  is  proceeding. 

With  Inspector  Stewart  recently  I  visited 
an  old  bakehouse  that  had  been  brought  into  line, 
and  the  transformation  that  had  taken  place  was 
amazing. 

Milk  Sampling. 

The  work  of  milk  sampling  has  received  as 
much  attention  as  our  small  staff  has  been  able 
to  afford,  and  in  this  connection  I  desire  to 
record  my  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which 
Inspectors  Sanderson  and  Wallace  have  carried 
out  their  duties. 

A  considerable  number  of  samples  of  milk 
have  been  secured  by  these  officers,  sometimes 
under  exceedingly  trying  and  unpleasant  con¬ 
ditions. 

Reference  to  the  list  of  prosecutions  for 
milk  adulteration,  obstruction,  refusal  to  serve, 
and  attempted  intimidation  wall  serve  to  show 
that  they  have  persisted  in  their  efforts  and  have 
not  been  deterred  by  threats. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  as  the  result 
of  our  continued  attacks  a  number  of  milk- 
vendors  who  were  not  ornaments  to  the  trade 
have  abandoned  such  line  of  business  and  taken 
up  other  callings. 

On  the  whole,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  not¬ 
withstanding  our  figures,  that  the  practice  of 
milk  sophistication  is  on  the  wane,  although  still 
carried  out  to  a  fairly  large  extent. 

An  increase  in  our  working  forces  and  the 
rigid  enforcement  of  the  recently  gazetted  Milk 
Sellers  Regulations,  1917,  is  what  is  required  to 
give  “milk-fakers”  a  definite  set-back. 


An  old  bakehouse  undergoing  alterations  to  conform  with  requirements  of  the  new 

Food  and  Drug  Regulations. 


The  same  bakehouse  after  completion  of  alterations. 
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Unsound  Food. 

During  the  fiscal  year  under  review  unsound 
food  material  of  a  total  weight  of  58  tons  7  cwt. 
2  qr.  25  lb.  was  pronounced  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  destroyed  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  officers  of  headquarters  staff. 

The  increase  in  the  quantity  so  dealt  with 
this  year  over  that  of  the  preceding  like  period 
is  caused  principally  by  the  inclusion  of  a  ship¬ 
ment  of  lemon  peel  which  arrived  at  the  port  of 
Brisbane  from  overseas  in  a  deteriorated  con¬ 


dition,  and  of  a  large  number  of  cases  of  over¬ 
carried  fruit  which  were  landed  in  a  like  state. 

A  gratifying  feature  is  the  decrease  in  the 
quantity  of  canned  fish  rejected  this  year  as 
against  that  of  previous  years.  The  Depart¬ 
ment’s  strict  surveillance  over  such  products  in 
the  years  preceding  has  doubtless  had  much  to 
do  with  the  improvement  in  the  quality  and  get- 
up  of  the  goods  landed. 

The  undermentioned  list  describes  in  detail 
the  goods  and  classes  of  goods  excluded  from 
the  market 


Foodstuffs  Condemned  and  Destroyed  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  (Headquarters),  from 

1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Article. 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Tens 

cwt. 

qr. 

lb. 

1 

Almonds 

.  . 

• 

5  parcels 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Asparagus 

.  . 

•  • 

60  tins 

0 

0 

2 

6 

3 

Bananas  .  . 

.  . 

•  • 

14  crates 

2 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Cheese 

•  • 

•  • 

110  tins 

0 

0 

1 

10 

5 

Cakes  and  Confectionery 

1,393  parcels 

2 

1 

0 

3 

6 

Cream 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

6  parcels 

0 

0 

0 

3 

7 

Cocoa  and  Milk 

•  *  •  • 

•  • 

13  this 

0 

0 

0 

10  £ 

8 

Coffee  and  Milk 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

14  tins 

0 

0 

0 

11 

9 

Crab 

•  •  •  • 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1,026  tins 

0 

9 

1 

0 

10 

Cod  Fish 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

60  tins 

0 

0 

2 

4 

11 

Dates 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

50  parcels 

1 

5 

0 

0 

12 

Fruit 

•  •  •  • 

.  o 

•  • 

582  cases 

10 

9 

1 

0 

13 

Fruit,  Dried 

58  parcels 

0 

16 

0 

0 

14 

Fruit,  Canned  .  . 

•  • 

1,363  tins 

1 

5 

3 

2 

15 

Food,  Infants’  .  . 

.  . 

275  parcels 

0 

0 

1 

12i 

16 

Ham,  Canned  . . 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

20  cases 

0 

17 

3 

2 

17 

Herrings 

•  •  •  • 

471  tins 

0 

4 

0 

18 

18 

Jelly  Crystals 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

300  packets 

0 

0 

0 

19 

19 

Jam 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

436  tins 

0 

8 

0 

20 

20 

Lemon  Peel 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

63  casks 

36 

10 

0 

0 

21 

Lobster  . . 

.  . 

• . 

•  • 

370  tins 

0 

2 

0 

26 

22 

Macaroni 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

78  packets 

0 

0 

3 

6 

23 

Milk  (condensed) 

•  •  •  • 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

75  tins 

0 

0 

2 

18 

24 

Nutmegs 

•  •  •  • 

.  • 

•  • 

1  parcel 

0 

0 

2 

0 

25 

Pickles  . . 

.  . 

•  • 

•  • 

67  bottles 

0 

0 

2 

11 

26 

Rhubarb 

•  . * 

•  • 

1,564  tins 

0 

17 

1 

23 

27 

Salmon  . . 

•  •  •  • 

•  . 

•  • 

7  tins 

0 

0 

0 

7 

28 

Sardines 

•  •  »  t 

•  • 

•  • 

100  tins 

0 

0 

0 

25 

29 

Spaghetti 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

24~parcels 

0 

0 

0 

24 

30 

Vegetables 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

30  parcels 

0 

15 

3 

6 

Total  . . 

58 

7 

2 

15 

38 


0 


Sampling. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  1,504  samples  of 
food  and  drugs  was  submitted  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  ’s  inspectors  to  the  Government  Analyst  for 
analysis  and  report. 

Of  this  number,  664  were  purchased  or 
removed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Health  Acts, 


and  840  obtained  unofficially  for  survey  and  con¬ 
firmatory  purposes. 

In  addition  to  these  a  number  of  informal 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  Analyst  by  the 
Department  at  the  recpiest  of  various  outside 
interested  parties. 

The  following  list  indicates  the  articles  dealt 
with  and  results  of  analyses : — 


Samples  Submitted  for  Analysis  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Food  or  Drug. 

Not  Analysed. 

Total. 

Official. 

Unofficial. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

I 

Baking  powder 

8 

2 

8 

2 

2 

Beer 

3 

56 

4 

44 

4 

9 

.  , 

3 

Beverages  and  cordials 

1 

45 

15 

10 

6 

34 

9 

4 

Butter 

8 

,  . 

#  , 

.  , 

8 

5 

Brandy  . . 

.  . 

.  . 

8 

11 

,  . 

,  , 

6 

Bread 

,  , 

2 

.  , 

t  , 

7 

Cheese 

14 

r  . 

14 

8 

Cocoa  and  coffee 

30 

4 

30 

4 

9 

Colours  and  dyes 

5 

1 

5 

1 

10 

Confectionery  .  . 

19 

20 

19 

20 

11 

Cream  of  tartar 

32 

11 

15 

3 

17 

8 

12 

Custard  powders 

69 

69 

,  , 

13 

Disinfectants 

6 

2 

6 

3 

14 

Dripping 

6 

2 

4 

2 

2 

.  . 

15 

Drugs  and  medicine 

115 

25 

115 

25 

16 

Essences 

24 

9 

12 

5 

12 

4 

17 

Fish,  canned  - .  . 

40 

7 

40 

7 

18 

Fish,  not  canned 

7 

2 

7 

2 

19 

Flours  .  .  .  .  - 

6 

1 

6 

1 

20 

Fruit,  dried 

3 

4 

3 

4 

21 

Fruit,  canned 

11 

5 

11 

5 

22 

Gin 

,  , 

.  . 

5 

3 

.  . 

.  . 

23 

Jam  and  jellies 

27 

4 

27 

4 

24 

Meat,  canned 

23 

.  . 

23 

•  . 

25 

Meat,  mince  and  sausage 

13 

6 

13 

6 

.  . 

•  ( 

26 

Milk,  condensed 

5 

1 

,  . 

.  , 

5 

1 

27 

Milk,  fresh 

7 

364 

82 

338 

82 

19 

,  . 

28 

Miscellaneous 

102 

11 

10 

8 

92 

3 

29 

Oils,  essential,  medicated,  &c. . . 

10 

5 

10 

5 

30 

Rice 

19 

.  . 

19 

,  . 

31 

Rum 

.  . 

.  . 

3 

9 

.  . 

.  • 

32 

Soap 

20 

8 

20 

8 

33 

Spirituous  liquors 

52 

60 

1 

.  . 

34 

Tea 

12 

.  . 

12 

.  . 

35 

Toilet  preparations 

23 

6 

23 

6 

36 

Vinegar  . .  . .  . . 

14 

3 

1 

3 

13 

.  . 

37 

Wine 

5 

2 

5 

2 

38 

Water  (for  potability)  .  . 

8 

•  . 

.  . 

•  • 

39 

Whisky  . . 

9 

37 

•  • 

11 

1,202 

302 

474 

179 

204 

93 

Bacteriological  Examinations. 

During  the  twelve  months  under  considera¬ 
tion,  the  undermentioned  food  specimens  and 
articles  were  submitted  to  the  Director  of  the 
Bacteriological  Laboratory  for  examination  and 


report : — 

Ice-cream  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Ices  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Milk  . 2 

Cremonne  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Ox  Tongue  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Bread  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Flour  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Grain  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Yeast  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Dough  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Malt  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Toilet  Powders  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Filters  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 


Total  . 37 


Arising  out  of  the  reports  furnished  by  Dr. 
Harris,  five  vendors  of  ice-cream  and  ices  which 
yielded  excess  bacterial  counts  were  prosecuted, 
and  a  conviction  obtained  in  each  instance.  The 
average  fine  inflicted  works  out  at  £15  per  case, 
highest  £20  and  lowest  £10.  This  treatment 
should  have  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  trade 
generally  and  serve  to  indicate  the  need  for  the 
strictest  care  and  cleanliness  in  every  stage  of 
the  production  and  storage  of  such  products. 

The  other  specimens  enumerated  were  sub¬ 
mitted  principally  for  investigation  purposes  in 
connection  with  various  trade  processes,  the 
bread,  flour,  and  dough  specimens  to  determine 
the  cause  of  an  outbreak  of  “  rope”  in  a  certain 
bakehouse. 

The  filters  were  passed  in  for  testing  as  to 
reliability. 
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Prosecutions. 

One  hundred  and  thirteen  prosecutions  were 
conducted  by  the  Headquarters  Pood  Inspectors 
during  the  year  against  persons  and  firms  for 
breaches  of  the  Health  Acts  and  of  the  Food  and 
Drug  Regulations. 

In  no  single  instance  did  a  prosecution  fail, 
a  conviction  being  obtained  and  penalty  inflicted 
in  every  case  taken. 

Total  penalties  inflicted  by  the  police 
magistrates  amounted  to  £659  13s.  4d.,  made  up 
of  fines  £565  10s,,  and  costs  £94  3s.  4cL 

The  average  penalty  per  case  (all  cases) 
imposed  works  out  at  a  trifle  over  £5  16s.  9d.,  or 
an  average  fine  of  £5,  with  16s.  9d.  costs. 

Twenty  persons  charged  with  the  offence  of 
selling  adulterated  milk  were  penalised  to  the 
extent  of  £236  9s.  6d.  in  fines  and  costs,  the 
average  fine  imposed  amounting  to  just  upon 
£10  8s.  4d.  per  case. 

The  highest  fine  inflicted  for  this  class  of 
offence  was  £25,  and  the  lowest  £3. 

For  selling  adulterated  spirits,  thirty-six 
persons  were  prosecuted  by  the  members  of 
Headquarters  Food  Staff. 

Total  penalties  imposed  amounted  to  £184 
12s.  lOd.  (fines  and  costs),  or  an  average  fine  of 
£3  16s.  lid.  per  case. 


The  liquor  adulteration  fines  were  fairly 
uniform  throughout.  The  lowest  penalty  im¬ 
posed  was  £1  and  the  highest  £10. 

Miscellaneous  food  adulteration  cases  took 
place  in  eleven  instances.  Under  this  heading 
are  included  the  selling  of  foods  below  standard, 
and  having  excessive  bacterial  counts,  such  as 
ice-cream  and  ices.  For  these  offences  penalties 
amounting  to  £87  14s.  6d.  were  imposed  by  the 
Bench,  the  average  fine  working  out  at  £7  12s. 
lOd.  per  case. 

Miscellaneous  Prosecutions. — Forty-six  per¬ 
sons  and  firms  were  proceeded  against  for  various 
breaches  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  preparation 
and  protection  of  food  for  sale,  for  refusing  to 
serve  inspectors  with  samples  when  demanded, 
obstructing  officers  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty,  carrying  water  on  milk  carts,  having  dirty 
premises,  &c.,  &c. 

For  these  assorted  breaches  of  the  Health 
Acts  and  Food  and  Drug  Regulations,  fines  and 
costs  totalling  £150  16s.  6d.  were  inflicted  by  the 
magistrates,  working  out  at  an  average  fine  of 
a  little  over  £2  18s.  6d.  per  case. 

The  cases  most  severely  dealt  with  in  this 
section  were  the  offences  of  refusing  to  serve  an 
inspector,  obstruction,  carrying  water  on  milk 
cart,  attempting  to  intimidate  an  officer,  and 
shortweight  bread. 

The  following  list  gives  in  detail  the  various 
prosecutions  mentioned,  place  of  commission  of 
offence  and  the  penalties  in  which  the  offenders 
were  mulcted. 


Prosecutions  for  Milk  Adulteration  (Headquarters)  from  1st  July,  1916  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1916-17. 

£  s ,  d. 

£  8 .  d. 

1 

18  July,  1916 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  36  per  cent. 

25  0  0 

3  6  6 

2 

22  August,  1916 

Toowoomba 

Added  water,  8  per  cent. 

10  0  0 

1  4  6 

3 

4  September,  1916 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  9  per  cent. 

10  0  0 

1  4  6 

4 

5  September,  1916 

Warwick 

Added  water 

3  0  0 

1  4  6 

5 

12  October,  1916 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  37-6  per  cent. 

15  0  0 

0  3  6 

6 

30  October,  1916 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  21  per  cent. 

8  15  6 

1  4  6 

7 

7  November,  1916 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  20-7  per  cent. 

10  0  0 

3  6  6 

8 

7  November,  1916 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  9  per  cent. 

8  15  6 

1  4  6 

9 

16  November,  1916 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  16  per  cent. 

8  15  6 

1  4  6 

10 

21  December,  1916 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  10  per  cent. 

3  0  0 

1  4  6 

11 

2  January,  1917  . . 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  14  per  cent. 

Added  water,  9  per  cent. 

3  0  0 

1  4  6 

12 

24  February,  1917  .  . 

Coolangatta 

7  0  0 

1  4  6 

13 

27  February,  1917  .  . 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  16  per  cent. 

8  0  0 

1  4  6 

14 

27  February,  1917  . . 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  6-3  per  cent. 

5  0  0 

1  4  6 

15 

28  March,  1917 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  15-6  per  cent. 

15  0  0 

1  4  6 

16 

16  April,  1917 

Southport  . . 

Added  water,  17-2  per  cent. 

17  0  0 

1  4  6 

17 

16  April,  1917 

Southport  . . 

Added  water,  20  per  cent. 

20  0  0 

14  6 

18 

25  June,  1917 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  14-5  per  cent. 

10  0  0 

14  6 

19 

25  June,  1917 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  4-5  per  cent. 

4  0  0 

1  4  6 

20 

26  June,  1917 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  18  per  cent. 

Totals 

17  0  0 

£208  6  6 

1  4  6 

£28  3  0 
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Prosecutions  for  Adulterating  Alcoholic  Liquors  (Headquarters),  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Class  of  Liquor. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

22  August,  1916 

Toowoomba  . . 

Whisky 

Excess  water,  18-4  per  cent. 

3 

19 

0 

1 

4 

6 

2 

22  August,  1916 

Toowoomba  . . 

Brandy 

Excess  water,  9'0  per  cent.  . . 

3 

19 

0 

1 

4 

6 

3 

23  August,  1916 

Oakey 

Brandy 

Excess  water,  100  per  cent. 

4 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

4 

24  August,  1916 

Haden 

Whisky 

Excess  water,  22-4  per  cent. 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

5 

24  August,  1916 

Haden 

Rum 

Excess  water,  9-3  per  cent. 

4 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

6 

24  August,  1916 

Haden 

Schnapps 

Excess  water,  21-3  per  cent. 

4 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

7 

25  August,  1916 

Clifton 

Rum 

Excess  water,  10-0  per  cent. 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

8 

25  August.  1916 

Clifton 

Whisky 

Excess  water,  7-5  per  cent. 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

9 

25  August,  1916 

Meringandan  . . 

Brandy 

Excess  water,  40-8  per  cent. 

6 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

10 

4  September,  1916 

Killarney 

Whisky 

Excess  water 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

1  1 

5  September,  1916 

Rosewood 

Whisky 

Excess  water 

3 

5 

6 

1 

4 

6 

12 

5  September,  1916 

Rosewood 

Whisky 

Excess  water 

3 

5 

6 

1 

4 

6 

13 

5  September,  1916 

Warwick 

Whisky 

Excess  water  .  . 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

14 

5  September,  1916 

Warwick 

Whisky 

Excess  water 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

15 

8  September,  1916 

Allora 

Rum 

Excess  water 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

16 

5  October,  1916 

Blackbutt 

Whisky 

Excess  water 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

17 

16  December,  1916 

Brisbane 

Gin 

Not  true  to  label 

Withdrawn 

18 

22  February,  1917 

Nerang 

Rum 

Excess  water 

5 

0 

0 

1 

11 

4 

19 

27  March,  1917  .  . 

Gympie 

Brandy 

Excess  water 

6 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

20 

27  March,  1917  .  . 

Gympie 

Rum 

Excess  water 

6 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

21 

27  March,  1917  .  . 

Gympie 

Whisky 

Excess  water 

1 

1 

0 

22 

27  March,  1917  .  . 

Gympie 

Whisky 

Excess  water 

6 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

23 

27  March,  1917  .  . 

Gympie 

Brandy 

Excess  water 

6 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

24 

27  March,  1917  *  . 

Gympie 

Rum 

Excess  water 

1 

1 

0 

25 

27  March,  1917  .  . 

Gympie 

Whisky 

Excess  water 

6 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

26 

28  March,  1917  .  . 

Bundaberg 

Whisky 

Excess  water 

10 

0 

0 

2 

9 

0 

27 

28  March,  1917  .  . 

Bundaberg 

Whisky 

Excess  water  *  .  . 

•  5 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

28 

30  March,  1917  .  . 

Gladstone 

Whisky 

Excess  water 

2 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

29 

30  March,  1917  . . 

Gladstone 

Whisky 

Not  true  to  label 

5 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

30 

30  March,  1917  .  . 

Gladstone 

Brandy 

Excess  water 

2 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

31 

9  May,  1917 

Chinchilla 

Rum 

Excess  water 

1 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

32 

9  May,  1917 

Chinchilla 

Brandy 

Excess  water 

5 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

33 

14  May,  1917 

Cunnamulla  .  . 

Whisky 

Excess  water 

2 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

34 

14  May,  1917 

Cunnamulla  . . 

Brandy 

Excess  water 

2 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

35 

18  May,  1917  .. 

Charleville 

Brandy 

Excess  water 

2 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

3(3 

22  May,  1917  .. 

Amby 

Rum 

Excess  water 

5 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

£138 

9 

0 

£46 

3 

10 

Prosecutions  for  Adulteration  of  Miscellaneous  Foods  (Headquarters)  from  1st  July,  1916,  to 

30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Class  of  Food. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

£ 

a. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

22  August,  1916  . . 

Toowoomba  .  . 

Vinegar  . . 

Deficient  A.  acet.  60  per 

1 

19 

0 

1 

7 

0 

cent. 

2 

21  August,  1916 

Haden 

Water  . . 

Not  potable 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

3 

21  December,  1916 

Brisbane 

Essence  of  lemon 

Deficient  O’l.  lemon 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

4 

17  April,  1917  .. 

Brisbane 

Ices 

Excess  bacteria 

20 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

5 

17  April,  1917  .. 

Brisbane 

Ices 

Excess  bacteria 

10 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

17  April,  1917  .. 

Brisbane 

Ices 

Excess  bacteria 

18 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

7 

17  April,  1917  .. 

Brisbane 

Ices 

Excess  bacteria 

12 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

8 

17  April,  1917  .. 

Brisbane 

Ices 

Excess  bacteria 

15 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

9 

—  September,  1916 

Brisbane 

Essence  of  lemon 

Deficient  O’l.  lemon 

1 

1 

0 

10 

—  September,  1916 

Brisbane 

Essence  of  lemon 

Deficient  O’l.  lemon 

1 

1 

0 

11 

—  September,  1916 

Brisbane 

Essence  of  lemon 

Deficient  O’l.  lemon 

1 

1 

0 

• 

• 

Totals 

£84 

2 

0 

£3 

12 

6 

No. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 


I\ Miscellaneous  Prosecutions  (Headquarters)  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June.  1917. 


Date. 


Place. 


Basis  of  Prosecution. 


Pines. 


Costs. 


13  July,  1916 
13  July,  1916 
18  July,  1916 
18  July,  1916 
25  July,  1916 
25  July,  1916 
21  August,  1916 
21  August,  1916 
21  August,  1916 

21  August,  1916 

22  August,  1916 
22  August,  1916 


•  Brisbane 
.  j  Brisbane 
.  j  Brisbane 
.  I  Brisbane 
.  Brisbane 
.  Brisbane 
.  Brisbane 
.  Brisbane 
.'  Brisbane 
.  Brisbane 
Toowoomba 
.  Toowoomba 


Refusing  milk  sample 
. .  Water  on  milk  cart  . . 

•  .  Attempt  to  intimidate 

Attempt  to  intimidate 
Obstruction  (Section  107) 

•  •  Water  on  milk  cart  . . 

. .  Food  exposure 

.  .  Food  exposure 
. .  Food  exposure 

•  •  Food  exposure 
• .  Food  exposure 

Bread  short  weight  . . 


£  s.  d. 

5  0  0 
3  0  0 

6  0  0 
Left. 

10  0  0 
3  0  0 

5  0  0 
5  0  0 
5  0  0 

5  0  0 

2  0  0 

6  6  6 


£  s. 
0  3 
0  3 
0  3 

2  5 
0  3 
0  3 
0  3 
0  3 
0  3 
0  6 
0  3 


d, 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

0 

6 
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Miscellaneous  Prosecutions  (Headquarters)  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30Tti  June,  1917  —continued. 


No. 

Date. 

Place 

13 

28  August,  1916 

Brisbane 

14 

28  August,  1916 

Brisbane 

15 

28  August,  1916 

Brisbane 

16 

25  August,  1916 

Clifton 

17 

5  September,  1916 

Warwick 

18 

5  September,  1916 

Warwick 

19 

S  September,  1916 

Gatton 

20 

19  September,  1916 

Brisbane 

21 

2  October,  1916 

Brisbane 

22 

9  October,  1916 

Brisbane 

23 

12  October,  1916  .  . 

Brisbane 

24 

12  October,  1916 

Brisbane 

25 

30  October,  1916 

Brisbane 

26 

30  October,  1916 

Brisbane 

27 

6  November,  1916 

Brisbane 

28 

6  Noveml>er,  1916 

Brisbane 

29 

6  Novembor,  1916 

Brisbane 

30 

7  November,  1916 

Brisbane 

31 

16  November,  1916 

Brisbane 

32 

18  December,  19  L  6 

Brisbane 

33 

14  February,  1917  . . 

Beaudesert 

34 

30  January,  1917  .  . 

Brisbane 

35 

28  February,  1917  .  . 

Sand gate 

36 

28  February,  1917  .  . 

Sandgate 

37 

28  February,  1917  .  . 

Sandgate 

38 

28  February,  1917  .  . 

Sandgate 

39 

28  February,  1917  .  . 

Sandgate 

40 

27  February,  1917  .  . 

Brisbane 

41 

29  February,  1917.. 

Brisbane 

42 

22  March,  1917 

Brisbane 

43 

11  May,  1917 

Morven 

44 

11  Mav,  1917 

Morven 

45 

14  June,  1917 

Brisbane 

46 

25  June,  1917 

Brisbane 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 


Milk  exposure 

Milk  exposure 

Milk  exposure 

Dirty  shop 

Rag  in  milk  can  lids 

Rag  in  milk  can  lid  .  . 

Bread  short  weight  . . 

Milk  exposure 

Food  exposure 

Food  exposure 

Water  on  milk  cart  .  . 

Water  on  milk  cart  .  . 

Food  exposure 

Water  on  milk  cart  . . 

Obstruction  (Section  107) 

Food  exposure 

Food  exposure  , . 

Water  on  milk  cart  .  . 

Food  exposure 

Food  exposure 

Bread  short  weight 

Food  exposure 

Milk  exposure 

Milk  exposure 

Milk  exposure 

Milk  exposure 

Milk  exposure 

Water  on  milk  cart  .  . 

Food  exposure 

Milk  exposure 

Dirty  premises 

Dirty  premises 

Refusing  milk  sample 

Kitchen  as  laundry  .  . 

Totals 


Fines. 

Costs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

15 

0 

0 

.  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

l 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

14 

6 

2 

5 

6 

Withdrawn 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

4 

16 

6 

0 

3 

6 

0 

10 

0 

2 

5 

6 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

0 

0 

2 

10 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

£134 

12 

6 

£16 

4 

0 

CENTRAL  QUEENSLAND. 

Inspector  Wiseman  lias  continued,  with 
Rockhampton  as  his  head  centre,  to  operate 
on  the  combined  duties  of  sanitary  and  food 
inspection  in  the  Central  area. 

Since  his  last  annual  report  was  submitted 
Inspector  Wiseman  has  visited  the  undermen¬ 
tioned  towns  in  such  connection,  besides  exer¬ 


cising  supervision  over  the  food  supply  of  the 
city  of  Rockhampton  itself. 

As  a  result  of  his  observations  at  these  places 
Inspector  Wiseman  reports  a  general  improve¬ 
ment  all  round  in  conditions  surrounding  the 
food  supply. 

The  new  Food  and  Drug  Regulations  have 
been  carefully  explained  at  the  places  visited, 
and  notices  served  to  conform  where  necessary. 


Visits  in  the  Central  District. 


Date. 


1916. 

3- 5  July 
6-7  July 

25- 31  July 

31  July-2  August 

2- 4  August 
9  August 

6  September  . . 

4  December 
4  December 

4- 7  December 

12  December 
12-14  December 

20  December 

21  December 

22  December 

1917. 

6-12  January 

13  January 
14-23  January 

31  January-3  February 
3  February 

3- 5  February 

26- 29  March 

29  March 

30  March 


Place. 

Purpose  of  Visit. 

Emu  Park  . . 

Sanitary  inspection 

Emerald 

Bringing  up  spirits  to  standard 

Longreach  . . 

Prosecutions  and  reinspection . . 

Barcaldine  .  . 

Reinspection 

Aramac  .  .  •  •  •  • 

Prosecutions  and  reinspection . . 

Lake’s  Creek 

Inspection 

Lake’s  Creek  . . 

Rat  enquiries 

Nerimbera  .  . 

General  inspection 

Tungamull  . . 

General  inspection 

Emu  Park  .  . 

General  inspection 

Mount  Chalmers  . . 

General  inspection 

Yeppoon 

General  inspection 

Nerimbra  .  . 

Sanitary  inspection 

Koongal 

Sanitary  inspection  . .  •  •  •  • 

Lake’s  Creek 

Sanitary  inspection 

Clermont 

Cleaning  up  after  flood . . 

Blair  Athol 

General  inspection 

Clermont  .  . 

Continuing  cleaning  up 

Banana 

General  inspection  and  report  re  depot 

(Rannes 

General  inspection 

'Wowan 

General  inspection  and  report  rc  depot 

Gladstone  . . 

General  inspection 

Mount  Larcom 

General  inspection 

J  Raglan 

General  inspection 

Inspector. 


J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
<j .  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 


J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
J.  G.  Wiseman 
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Visits  in  Central  District — continued. 


Date. 

Place. 

Purpose  of  Visit. 

Inspector. 

1917. 

31  March 

Marmor 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

31  March 

Bajool 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

2-5  April  . . 

Mount  Morgan 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

1 1  April  . . 

Duaringa  . . 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

12  April  . . 

Westwood  . . 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

1 3  April  . . 

Stanwell 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

13  April  . . 

Kabra 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

14  April  . . 

Gracemere 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

30  April -3  May 

Emerald 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

3-5  May  . . 

Springsure 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

7  May . 

Bogantungan 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

8  May  . . 

Alpha 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

9  May  . . 

Jericho 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

10  May  . . 

Barcaldine  . . 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

11-17  May  . . 

Clermont 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

18  May  . . 

Blair  Athol 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

1 9  May  . . 

Oapella  . .  ■ 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

21-24  May  . . 

Barcaldine  . . 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

24-26  May  . . 

Aramac 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

26  May-1  June  .  . 

Longreach  . . 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

1  June  . . 

Ilfracombe  . . 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

2  June 

Jericho 

Re  sanitary  depot 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

4  June  . . 

Comet 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

5  June  . . 

Blackwater 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

6  June  . . 

Bluff  . 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

7  June  . . 

Dingo 

General  inspection 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

25  June  . . 

Meteor  Park  Orphanage  . . 

Sanitary  inspection 

V 

J.  G.  Wiseman 

Unsound  Foods,  Central  District. 

Inspector  Wiseman,  in  submitting  the  list 
of  deteriorated  foods  destroyed  in  the  area  under 
his  control,  explains  that  although  it  shows  an 
apparent  increase  this  is  mainly  due  to  one  large 
shipment  of  bananas  which  was  overcarried  to 
Brisbane  and  returned  to  Rockhampton  in  an 
unsound  condition. 

Inspector  Wiseman  further  states  that  both 
the  merchants  and  retailers  have  shown  a  marked 


desire  to  carefully  conform  to  the  Regulations, 
and  that  the  majority  of  the  breaches  of  the  same 
observed  have  been  due  to  neglect  and  omissions 
of  employees  rather  than  to  defaults  of 
employers. 

With  regard  to  the  foodstuffs  destroyed, 
many  hundredweights  never  pass  through  the 
inspectors’  hands,  as  a  mutual  system  has  been 
arranged  between  the  merchants  so  that  no  large 
quantities  of  unfit  or  doubtful  food  material 
are  allowed  to  leave  the  wholesalers’  premises. 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT. 


Foodstuffs  Condemned  and  Destroyed  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  from  1st  July,  1916,  to 

30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Article. 

Weight. 

Tons 

cwt. 

qr. 

lb. 

1 

Canned  fish 

0 

2 

0 

26 

2 

Dried  fish 

0 

2 

2 

23 

3 

Fresh  fish 

0 

2 

1 

4 

4 

Canned  meat 

0 

0 

0 

2 

5 

Jams  and  fruits  canned 

0 

12 

3 

18 

6 

Tinned  milk 

0 

0 

0 

3 

7 

Pickles 

0 

0 

0 

18 

8 

Spices 

0 

0 

0 

01 

9 

Dried  fruits 

0 

1 

3 

11 

10 

Meals,  macaroni,  &c.  . . 

0 

0 

1 

10 

11 

Tinned  vegetables 

0 

0 

1 

19 

12 

Hams 

0 

1 

0 

4 

13 

Fruits,  bananas  and  peaches  . . 

14 

15 

3 

0 

14 

Cordials 

0 

0 

0 

16 

->■ 

15 

19 

3 

14J 
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Prosecutions,  Central  District.  One  prosecution  (Aramac)  was  withdrawn 

The  following  lists  show  the  prosecutions  owing  to  the  local  authority  having  instituted 
conducted  in  the  Central  area  during  the  twelve  similar  proceedings  against  the  same  individual, 
months,  together  with  the  penalties  imposed. 


Prosecutions  for  Adulteration  of  Alcoholic  Liquors. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Class  of  Liquor. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1916. 

» 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

1 

27  July  . . 

Longreach 

Rum 

Added  water 

1  0  0 

14  6 

2 

27  July 

Longreach 

Brandy 

Added  water 

1  0  0 

1  4  6 

3 

3  August 

Aramac 

Brandy 

Added  water 

Totals 

5  0  0 

£7  0  0 

14  6 

£3  13  6 

Prosecutions  (Miscellaneous) 


No. 

Date.  ^ 

Place. 

1 

1916. 

27  July 

Longreach  .  . 

2 

27  July 

Longreach  .  . 

3 

27  July 

Longreach  .  . 

4 

27  July 

Longreach  .  . 

5 

3  August  . . 

Aramac 

6 

22  December 

Rockhampton 

7 

22  December 

Rockhampton 

8 

22  December 

Rockhampton 

9 

1917. 

16  April 

Rockhampton 

10 

16  April 

Rockhampton 

11 

16  April 

Rockhampton 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 


Breach  of  Regulation  16  . . 
Breach  of  Regulation  16  . . 
Breach  of  Regulation  16  .  . 
Breach  of  Regulation  16  . . 
Dirty  bakery 
Sausages,  excess  S02 
Sausages,  excess  S02 
Sausages,  excess  S02 

Breach  of  Regulation  16  . . 
Breach  of  Regulation  16  . . 
Breach  of  Regulation  16  . . 

Totals 


Fines. 

Costs. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

0  5  0 

0  3  6 

0  5  0 

0  3  6 

0  5  0 

0  3  6 

0  5  0 

0  3  6 

With 

drawn 

2  0  0 

0  3  6 

1  0  0 

0  1  9 

1  0  0 

0  1  9 

2  0  0 

2  5  6 

Held 

over 

Held 

over 

•  • 

£7  0  0 

£3  6  6 

Recapitulation — Central  District,  1916-1917. 


Class  of  Premises. 

Inspections. 

Remarks. 

Bakehouses 

37 

Includes  cake  and  biscuit  factories 

Butchers 

50 

Beverage  factories  . . 

49 

Includes  aerated  water  and  cordial  factories 

Chemists 

13 

Retail  shops  only 

General  stores 

167 

Includes  wine  and  spirit  merchants 

Hotels 

151 

Includes  wine  licenses 

Markets 

14 

Includes  auction  marts 

Refreshment-rooms  •  •  •  •  • « 

104 

Includes  cool  drink  shops 

Restaurants 

11 

Dining  and  supper  rooms  only 

Warehouses 

20 

Includes  bond  stores  and  wholesale  warehouses 

Food  factories 

4 

Includes  breweries  and  butter  factories 

Milk  carts 

32 

Fish  shops 

7 

Reworks 

6 

Includes  cool  stores 

Spwial 

21 

Includes  boarding-houses,  soapworks,  dairies,  &e. 

Total  . 

686 

Note.— These  are  places  actually  visited  and  do  not  include  reinspections. 
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TOWNSVILLE. 

During  the  fisea]  year  Inspector  Cato  has 
exercised  control  over  the  food  supply  of  the 
Townsville  area  in  addition  to  his  sanitary  duties, 


and  has  also  paid  visits  of  inspection  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  the  food  sections  of  the 
Health  Acts  and  the  Food  and  Drug  Regula¬ 
tions  to  the  undermentioned  outside  places : — 


Visits  to  Country  Towns  prom  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


Date. 

Place. 

Purpose  of  Visit. 

1916. 

19  October 

Prairie  . .  . .  . .  . . 

Selection  of  sanitary  depot 

20  October 

Torrens’  Creek 

Sanitary  inspection 

2 1  October 

Pentland 

Selection  of  a  sanitary  depot 

6-20  December  . . 

Charters  T owers 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

1917. 

17-20  January 

Duchess 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

20-24  January 

Kuridala 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

24-27  January  . .  . .  . . 

Selwyn 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

29-30  January 

Cloncurry 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

1-2  February  . . 

Mt.  Cuthbert  . . 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

3-5  February  .  . 

Cloncurry 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

7-9  February  .. 

Richmond 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

10-12  February  . . 

Hughenden 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

14-17  February  .  . 

Winton 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

19-20  February  . . 

Hughenden 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

21  February  . . 

Prairie 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

22-23  February  . . 

Pentland 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

24  February  . . 

Ravenswood  .  . 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

25-27  February  .  . 

Kirk  River.  Kirk  Diggings,  and  Pan- 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

28  February  to  5  March 

danus  Creek 

Ravenswood  and  Brookhill 

Sanitary  and  food  inspection 

19  April 

Charters  Towers 

Prosecutions 

14  May 

Cloncurry 

Prosecutions 

15  May 

Kuridala 

Prosecutions 

16  May 

Selwyn 

Prosecutions 

19  May 

Cloncurry 

Prosecutions 

22  May  . 

Richmond 

Prosecutions 

23  May 

Hughenden 

Prosecutions  and  selection  of  site  for 

25  May 

Winton 

sanitary  depot 

Prosecutions 

25  June 

Ravenswood  . . 

Prosecutions 

26  June 

Charters  Towers 

Prosecutions 

27  June 

Pentland 

Prosecutions 

28  29  June  . 

Charters  Towers 

Food  and  sanitary  inspection 

Prosecutions,  Townsville  District. 

The  list  of  prosecutions  below  stated  includes 
a  series  arising  out  of  Inspector  Cato’s  visits  to 
the  towns  therein  mentioned  as  well  as  cases 
obtained  in  the  City  of  Townsville  itself. 

The  average  fine  for  milk  adulteration  at 
Townsville  works  out  at  £7  10s.,  and  costs  £1 
4s.  6d.,  per  case  (two  cases). 

For  the  offence  of  selling  adulterated  spirits 
the  average  fine  imposed  in  Inspector  Cato’s  area 


was  £1  14s.  7d.,  as  against  an  average  penalty 
in  the  Brisbane  metropolitan  area  for  a  similar 
offence  of  £3  16s.  lid. 

The  miserable  fines  inflicted  at  Charters 
Towers  help  to  reduce  the  figures. 

For  sundry  breaches  of  the  Food  and  Drug 
Regulations  forty-two  persons  and  firms  in  the 
Townsville  area  were  mulcted  in  penalties  total¬ 
ling  £70  6s.  6d.,  which  returns  an  average  fine  of 
slightly  over  £1  Is.  6d.  per  case. 


Prosecutions  for  Milk  Adulteration  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1 

1916. 

4  August 

Townsville  .  . 

Added  water,  10  per  cent,  (second 

£  s.  d. 

10  0  0 

£  s.  d. 

1  4  6 

2 

4  August  ’ 

Townsville  . . 

conviction) 

Added  water,  26  per  cent. 

5  0  0 

1  4  6 

Totals  . . 

£15  0  0 

£2  9  0 
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Prosecutions  for  Adulteration  of  Alcoholic  Liquors  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Date. 

1916. 

1 

22  December 

2 

22  December 

1917. 

3 

19  April 

4 

19  April 

6 

19  April 

6 

1 9  April 

7 

14  May 

8 

1 5  May 

9 

1 6  May 

10 

25  June 

11 

25  June 

12 

26  June 

13 

27  June 

Place. 

Class  of  Liquor. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

Townsville 

Brandy 

Added  water,  5-5  per  cent.  . . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Townsville 

Brandy 

Falsely  described 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

Charters  Towers 

Brandy 

Added  water,  7  per  cent. 

0 

10 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Charters  Towers 

Whisky 

Added  water,  10-7  per  cent. 

0 

10 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Charters  Towers 

Whisky 

Added  water,  4-3  per  cent.  . . 

0 

10 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Charters  Towers 

Schnapps  . . 

Added  water,  11  per  cent.  . . 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Cloncurry 

Whisky 

Added  water  . . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Kuridala 

Schnapps  .  . 

Added  water  . . 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Selwyn 

Brandy 

Added  rum 

4 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Ravenswood  .  . 

Whisky 

Added  water,  20-3  per  cent. 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Ravenswood  . . 

Brandy 

Added  water,  31-6  per  cent. 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

G 

Ravenswood 

Brandy 

Added  water,  12  per  cent.  . . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Junction 

Pen  tl  and 

Whisky 

Added  water,  7-3  per  cent.  . . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Totals 

£22 

10 

0 

£14 

17 

6 

Miscellaneous  Prosecutions  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1917. 

5  January 

14  May 

14  May 

25  May 

22  May 

Townsville 

Cloncurry  .  . 
Cloncurry 

Mount  Cuthbert 
Richmond  .  . 

Adulterated  mincemeat  . . 

Bread,  short  weight 

Bread,  short  weight 

Bread,  short  weight 

Bread,  short  weight 

Totals  . . 

£  s.  d. 

1  0  0 

1  9  6 

8  3  0 

7  11  6 

4  0  0 

£  s.  d. 

0  3  6 

0  3  6 

0  3  6 

2  5  6 

0  3  6 

22  4  0 

2  19  6 

Prosecutions  for  Breaches  of  Food  and  Drug  Regulations  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

1 

1916. 

4  August  . . 

Townsville  . . 

2 

4  August  .  . 

Townsville  . . 

3 

4  August  . . 

Townsville  .  . 

4 

8  September 

Townsville  .  . 

5 

1917. 

23  March 

Townsville  . . 

6 

14  May 

Cloncurry  .  . 

7 

14  May 

Cloncurry  .  . 

8 

14  May 

Cloncurry  . . 

9 

14  May 

Cloncurry  . . 

10 

14  May 

Cloncurry  . . 

11 

14  May 

Cloncurry  . . 

12 

15  May 

Kuridala 

13 

15  May 

Kuridala  . .  •  • 

14 

15  May 

Kuridala 

15 

15  May 

Kuridala 

16 

15  May 

Kuridala 

17 

15  May 

Kuridala 

18 

15  May 

Kuridala 

19 

16  May 

Selwyn 

20 

16  May 

Selwyn 

21 

16  May 

Selw'yn 

22 

16  May 

Selwyn 

23 

16  May 

Selwyn 

24 

19  May 

Cloncurry  .  . 

25 

22  May 

Richmond  . . 

26 

22  May 

Richmond  . . 

27 

22  May 

Richmond  .  . 

28 

22  May 

Richmond  . . 

29 

22  May 

Richmond  .  . 

30 

22  May 

Richmond  . . 

31 

22  May 

Richmond  . . 

32 

23  May 

Hughenden .  . 

33 

23  May 

Hughenden .  . 

34 

23  May 

Hughenden .  . 

35 

23  May 

Hughenden . . 

36 

23  May 

Hughenden . . 

37 

25  May 

Winton 

38 

25  May 

Winton 

39 

25  May 

Winton 

40 

25  Mav 

Winton 

41 

25  June 

Ravenswood 

42 

26  June 

Ravenswood  Junct. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 


Breach  Regulation  18  (4).  . 
Breach  Regulation  16  (6).  . 
Breach  Regulation  16  (6).  . 
Breach  Regulation  16  (3).  . 

Breach  Regulation  89  (2) .  . 
Breach  Regulation  89  (2).  . 
Breach  Regulation  87  (3).  . 
Breach  Regulation  87  (13) 
Breach  Regulation  82  (2). . 
Breach  Regulation  86  (6). . 
Breach  Regulation  87  (13) 
Breach  Regulation  92  (5).  . 
Breach  Regulation  92  (5).  . 
Breach  Regulation  79  (lira) 
Breach  Regulation  86  (66) 
Breach  Regulation  86  (6c) 
Breach  Regulation  86  (lira) 
Breach  Regulation  88  (2).  . 
Breach  Regulation  82  (2).  . 
Breach  Regulation  82  (2).  . 
Breach  Regulation  82  (8) .  . 
Breach  Regulation  92  (5).  . 
Breach  Regulation  90  (d) .  . 
Breach  Regulation  87  (3).  . 
Breach  Regulation  92  ( 1 ) .  . 
Breach  Regulation  82  (2).  . 
Breach  Regulation  82  (8).  . 
Breach  Regulation  90  (d) .  . 
Breach  Regulation  80  (2).  . 
Breach  Regulation  86  (14a) 
Breach  Regulation  86  (146) 
Breach  Regulation  87  (3).  . 
Breach  Regulation  86  (14$) 
Breach  Regulation  86  (14ra) 
Breach  Regulation  89  (2).  . 
Breach  Regulation  79  (1). . 
Breach  Regulation  86  (4).  . 
Breach  Regulation  90  (c) 
Breach  Regulation  82  (2).  . 
Breach  Regulation  82  (2).  . 
Breach  Regulation  86  (6c) 
Breach  Regulation  86  (6e) 

Totals  . . .. 


Fines. 

Costs. 

£ 

s . 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

G 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

10 

0 

2 

5 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

Dismissed  wi 

thout 

costs 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

10 

0 

1 

4 

6 

0 

10 

0 

1 

4 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

10 

0 

1 

4 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

1 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

i 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

10 

0 

3 

6 

6 

0 

10 

0 

3 

6 

6 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

45 

6 

0 

£25 

0 

6 
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Prosecutions  for  Breach  of  Section  164  of  “  The  Health  Acts,  1900  to  1917.” 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1 

13  March,  1917 

Townsville  .  . 

Residing  in  a  house  frequented  by 
prostitutes 

£  s.  d. 

20  0  0 

£  s.  d. 

0  3  6 

Samples  submitted  for  Analysis  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Food  or  Drug. 

Total. 

OFFICIAL. 

Unofficial. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

1 

Beer 

2 

2 

2 

Beverages  and  cordials . . 

2 

,  , 

2 

3 

Cream  of  tartar 

3 

3 

4 

Medicines 

3 

3 

5 

Milk,  fresh 

16 

1 

16 

1 

6 

Minced  meat 

6 

l 

6 

l 

7 

Sausages 

1 

.  . 

1 

8 

Spirituous  liquors 

5 

15 

5 

15 

Totals 

38- 

17 

35 

17 

3 

Foodstuffs  Condemned  and  Destroyed  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  from  1st  July  1916  to 

30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Article. 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

- 

Tons  cwt.  qr.  lb. 

1 

Cheese  . . 

2  parcels 

0  0  0  5 

2 

Cocoa 

1 ,395  tins 

0  4  0  10i 

3 

Crab,  canned 

48  tins 

00  1  20* 

4 

Cream  of  tartar 

1  parcel 

0  0  0  5 

5 

Fish,  canned,  herrings.  . 

32  tins 

0  0  14 

6 

Fish,  canned,  sardines.  . 

286  tins 

0  0  1  14J 

7 

Fruit,  canned,  assorted 

S43  tins 

0  15  0  4 

8 

Fruit,  dried,  assorted 

11  parcels 

0  0  4  1 

9 

Food,  cereals  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .' 

8  parcels 

0  0  0  17 

10 

Food,  infants’  . . 

53  tins 

0  0  12 

11 

Honey  . . 

3  parcels 

0  0  0  u 

12 

Jams,  assorted 

473  tins 

0  6  1  19 

13 

Jelly  crystals  .  . 

2  parcels 

0  0  0  1 

14 

Pickles  . . 

7  parcels 

0  0  0  7 

15 

Pork 

6  parcels 

0  0  2  1 

16 

Potatoes,  preserved 

171  parcels 

1  1  1  14 

17 

Sauces  (assorted)  and  chutney 

33  parcels 

0  0  0  19 

18 

Sausages 

1  parcel 

0  0  0  25 

19 

Sugar 

1  bag 

0  0  2  14 

20 

Tea 

1  parcel 

0  0  0  1 

Total  Weight 

2  11  0  \1\ 

Recapitulation. 


Class  of  Premises. 

Inspections. 

Remarks. 

Bakehouses  . . 

33 

Includes  bread  weighing 

Beverage  factories  . . 

Butchers’  shops 

Chemists’  shops 

21 

Includes  aerated  water  and  cordial  factories 

35 

Includes  small  goods  rooms 

19 

General  stores 

61 

Includes  large  and  small  grocers,  &c. 

Hotels 

57 

Includes  wine  and  spirit  merchants 

Refreshment-rooms 

107 

Includes  fruiterers  and  confectioners 

Restaurants 

39 

Includes  fish  and  oyster  saloons,  boarding-houses,  and  pie 
stalls 

Special 

84 

Includes  auction  rooms,  wharves,  night  patrols,  and  cold 
stores 

Warehouses 

22 

Includes  bond  stores  and  wholesale  distributors 

Food  factories 

38 

Includes  confectionery  works,  and  ices  and  ice-cream 
factories 

Total  . . 

516 
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CAIRNS. 

In  submitting  his  annual  statement  from 
Cairns,  Inspector  Wright  reports : — 

A  considerable  portion  of  my  time  has 
been  devoted  to  food  work,  and  over  600 
premises  were  inspected  and  notices  issued  when 
necessary  regarding  requirements  for  bringing 
up  to  standard  premises  utilised  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  foods  for  human  consumption. 

Unsound  Foods. 

During  the  twelve  months  under  considera¬ 
tion  I  have  witnessed  the  destruction  of  over  24 
tons  of  deteriorated  food  material  which  was 
unfit  for  human  consumption.  A  detailed 
description  of  the  articles  so  dealt  with  will  be 
found  appended  to  this  report.  The  above 
figures  are  considerably  over  last  year ’s.  This  is 
on  account  of  large  quantities  of  potatoes  and 
fresh  fruit  being  landed  at  Cairns  in  a  deterio¬ 
rated  condition. 

Prosecutions. 

Proceedings  have  been  instituted  against 
thirty-six  persons  and  firms  for  offences  against 
Part  VI.  of  the  Health  Acts  and  for  breaches  of 
the  Food  and  Drug  Regulations. 

In  thirty-three  of  these  cases  convictions 
were  recorded  and  fines  obtained. 

In  one  instance  the  case  was  dismissed. 


In  two  instances  the  eases  have  been  ad¬ 
journed  sine  die  in  order  to  obtain  a  ruling  deal¬ 
ing  on  the  subject. 

The  total  penalties  imposed  amount  to  £81 
19s.,  and  costs  £30  11s.  4d. 

The  average  penalty  (all  cases)  was — fine 
£2  14s.  7|d.,  and  costs  18s.  6dd. 

For  milk  adulteration  the  average  fine  im¬ 
posed  was  £2  12s.  and  costs  £1  4s.  6d. 

The  highest  fine  inflicted  was  £6  8s.  6d.  and 
the  lowest  Is. 

Seven  prosecutions  for  the  sale  of  adul¬ 
terated  spirits  were  successfully  conducted.  The 
average  fine  inflicted  was  £3  11s.  5d.,  and  costs 
£1  6s.  llfd.  per  case. 

Five  bakers  were  proceeded  against  for  the 
offence  of  light-weight  bread,  and  a  conviction 
obtained  in  each  ease.  The  average  fine  imposed 
works  out  at  £4  15s.  5d.,  and  costs  3s.  6d. 

Under  the  heading  “  Miscellaneous  Prosecu¬ 
tions  ’  ’  are  included  seventeen  cases,  of  which  two 
were  adjourned.  A  conviction  was  obtained  in 
the  other  instances.*  The  majority  of  prosecu¬ 
tions  were  against  proprietors  of  refreshment- 
rooms  and  boarding-houses  for  exposing  food  for 
sale  to  contamination  by  flies  and  dust. 

The  average  penalty  for  offences  under  this 
heading  works  out  at  a  fine  of  £1  Os.  l£d.,  and 
costs  17s.  ll|d. 


Cairns. 

Prosecutions  for  Milk  Adulteration,  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1916. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s . 

d. 

1 

14  September 

Innisfail 

Added  water,  3-6  per  cent. 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

2 

6  November 

Cairns 

Added  water,  39  per  cent. 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

3 

6  November 

Cairns 

Added  water,  28  per  cent. 

0 

10 

0 

1 

4 

6 

4 

6  November 

Cairns 

Added  water,  37  per  cent. 

0 

10 

0 

1 

4 

6 

5 

15  December 

Cairns 

Added  water,  32  per  cent. 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Totals 

£13 

0 

0 

£6 

2 

6 

Prosecutions  for  Adulteration  of  Alcoholic  Liquors  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Class  of  Liquor. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1 

1916. 

14  September 

Innisfail 

Whisky 

Added  water,  10-7  per  cent. 

£  s.  d. 

5  0  0 

£  s.  d. 

1  4  6 

2 

23  September 

Halifax 

Brandy 

Added  water,  10-3  per  cent. 

5  0  0 

1  9  6 

3 

23  September 

Ingham 

Brandy 

Added  water,  9*7  per  cent.  .  . 

4  0  0 

1  4  6 

4 

23  September 

Ingham 

Whisky 

Added  water,  22-5  per  cent. 

4  0  0 

1  4  6 

5 

26  September 

Port  Douglas  .  . 

Whisky 

Added  water,  7-6  per  cent.  . . 

2  0  0 

2  6  10 

6 

26  September 

Port  Douglas  . . 

Brandy 

Added  water,  28-7  per  cent. 

3  0  0 

1  4  6 

7 

6  November 

Cairns  .  . 

Rum 

Added  water,  4-5  per  cent.  . . 

2  0  0 

1  4  6 

Totals 

£25  0  0 

£9  18  10 
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Miscellaneous  Prosecutions,  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecutions. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

23  September,  1916 

Ingham 

Breach  of  Regulation  18  (9) 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

8  December,  1916 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Regulation  16(3) 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

3 

8  December,  1916 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Regulation  16  (4) 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

4 

16  March,  1917 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Regulation  16  (3) 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

5 

16  March,  1917 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Regulation  16(3) 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

16  March,  1917 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Regulation  16  (3) 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

7 

16  March,  1917 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Regulation  16  (3) 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

S 

17  October,  1916  . . 

Cairns 

Breach  of  Health  Acts  (Section  91) 

0 

10 

0 

1 

4 

6 

9 

8  December,  1916 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Health  Acts  (Section  101) 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

10 

16  March,  1917 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Regulation  16(3  and  4) 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

11 

16  March,  1917 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Regulation  16  (3) 

0 

1 

0 

0 

10 

6 

12 

16  March,  1917 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Regulation  16  (3) 

1 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

13 

16  March,  1917 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Regulation  16(3) 

0 

5 

0 

3 

4 

0 

14 

16  March,  1917 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Regulation  16  (4) 

1 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

15 

16  March,  1917 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Regulation  16  (4) 

Adjourned 

16 

16  March,  1917 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Regulation  16  (41 

Adjourned 

17 

16  March,  1917 

Innisfail 

Breach  of  Health  Acts  (Section  93) 

0 

1 

0 

0 

10 

0 

Totals 

£15 

2 

0 

£13 

9 

0 

Prosecutions  for  Breaches  of  Section  107  of  Health  Acts,  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecutions. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1 

20  October,  1916 

Cairns 

Refusing  milk  sample 

£  s.  d. 

5  0  0 

£  s.  d. 

0  3  6 

2 

16  March,  1917 

Tnnisfail 

Obstruction 

Dismissed 

Totals 

£5  0  0 

0  3  6 

Prosecutions  for  Lightweioht  Bread,  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1916. 

£  s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

1 

14  September 

Innisfail 

6  8 

6 

0 

3 

6 

2 

23  September 

Ingham 

2  13 

6 

0 

3 

6 

3 

23  September 

Ingham 

5  3 

6 

0 

3 

6 

1917. 

4 

1 6  March 

Innisfail 

5  11 

9 

0 

3 

6 

5 

16  March 

Innisfail 

3  19 

9 

0 

3 

6 

Totals 

£23  17 

0 

£0 

17 

6 

Apflication  for  Forfeiture  of  Liquors,  etc.,  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30ra  June,  1917. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Class  of  Food. 

Basis  of  Application. 

Quantity. 

1 

1916. 

23  September 

Ingham 

Brandy 

Added  water 

2  gallons 

2 

23  September 

Ingham 

Whisky 

Added  water 

2  gallons 

3 

23  September 

Ingham 

Whisky 

Added  water 

H  bottles 

4 

23  September 

Ingham,  Halifax 

Brandy 

Added  water 

H  bottles 

5 

23  September 

Ingham 

Brandy 

Added  water  .  . 

1  bottle 

6 

1917. 

17  October 

Cairns 

Sardines 

Blown  tins 

7-ra  dozen 

Recapitulation. 


Class  of  Premises. 

Inspections. 

Remarks. 

Bakers 

31 

Includes  bread  weighing 

Butchers 

33 

Includes  small -goods  rooms  and  slaughter  yards 

Beverage  shops 

50 

Includes  se  rated  water  and  cordial  factories 

Chemists’  shops 

12 

Retail  establishments 

General  stores  .  .  . .  .  . 

90 

Includes  large  and  small  grocers,  &c 

Hotels 

128 

Includes  liquor  testing  and  general  inspections 

Ref  resh  ment -rooms 

72 

Includes  fruit  and  confectionery 

Restaurants 

49 

Includes  fish  and  oyster  saloons  and  boarding-houses 

Special 

45 

Auction -rooms  and  wharves 

Warehouses 

36 

Bond  stores  and  wholesale  distributors 

Food  factories 

67 

Includes  ice-cream  factories,  milk  carts,  and  shops 

Total  . . 

623 
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Samples  Submitted  for  Analysis,  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Food  or  Drug. 

TOTAL. 

official. 

unofficial. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

1 

Brandy  . . 

1 

4 

1 

4 

2 

Cheese 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

•  • 

3 

Citrate  of  magnesia 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

Milk  . 

31 

14 

31 

14 

•  . 

•  • 

5 

Raisins  . . 

7 

2 

.  . 

.  . 

7 

2 

6 

Sardines 

2 

8 

2 

8 

•  • 

7 

Sarsaparilla 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

8 

Salmon  . . 

1 

.  . 

.  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

9 

Whisky  . . 

.  . 

5 

5 

•  • 

10 

Rum 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  * 

Totals  . . 

•  * 

44 

36 

33 

34 

9 

2 

i 


Foodstuffs  Condemned  and  Destroyed  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption,  from  1st  July,  1916, 

to  30th  June,  1917. 


No. 

Article. 

Quantity. 

1 

Apples,  evaporated 

5  parcels 

2 

Baking  powder  ••  •• 

1  parcel 

3 

Currants 

2  parcels 

4 

Chocolate 

1  parcel 

5 

Cocoa 

2  parcels 

6 

Anchovy  paste 

1  parcel 

7 

Fruit,  fresh 

15  parcels 

8 

Fruit,  tinned 

3  parcels 

9 

Cream  of  tartar 

1  parcel 

10 

Fish,  canned 

14  parcels 

11 

Jams 

4  parcels 

12 

Milk,  condensed 

1  parcel 

13 

Mushrooms,  canned 

1  parcel 

14 

Muscatels 

1  parcel 

15 

Mustard 

16 

Meats,  potted 

1  parcel 

17 

Pumpkins 

1  parcel 

18 

Potatoes 

8  parcels 

19 

Potatoes,  preserved 

1  parcel 

20 

Oatmeal 

2  parcels 

21 

Onions 

2  parcels 

22 

Rice 

2  parcels 

23 

Pickles 

1  parcel 

24 

Raisins 

4  parcels 

25 

Sultanas  •  •  •  •  •  •  .  •  • 

2  parcels 

26 

Salt 

1  parcel 

27 

Tea  . 

1  parcel 

28 

Vinegar 

Totals 

1  parcel 

•  • 

Weight. 


Tons 

cwt. 

qr. 

lb. 

0 

5 

1 

21 

0 

0 

1 

8 

0 

3 

3 

22 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

21 

0 

2 

0 

16 

6 

13 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

8 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

1 

20 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0' 

0 

0 

22 

0 

0 

0 

20 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

20 

13 

10 

1 

24 

0 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

13 

0 

15 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

16 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

3 

3 

22 

0 

0 

1 

20 

0 

0 

2 

8 

0 

0 

0 

7 

24 

1 

0 

10 

Visits  of  Inspection  to  Country  Towns,  from  1st  July,  1916,  to  30th  June,  1917. 


Date. 

Place. 

Inspector. 

Purpose  of  Visit. 

1916. 

14  August 

14  August 

13  September 

19  September 

19  September 

21  September 

26  September 

7  December 

20  December  . . 

Edmonton 

Woree 

Innisfail 

Basilisk  Township 
Innisfail 

Ingham 

Port  Douglas 

Innisfail 

Innisfail 

R.  A.  Wright 

R.  A.  Wright 

R.  A.  Wright 

R.  A.  Wright 

R.  A.  Wright 

R.  A.  Wright 

R.  A.  Wright 

R.  A.  Wright 

R.  A.  Wright 

Bread  weighing  and  liquor  testing 

Liquor  testing 

Prosecutions  and  food  inspections 

Selection  of  sanitary  site 

Inquiry  re  diphtheria  outbreak 

Liquor  prosecutions 

Liquor  prosecutions 

Prosecutions  and  bread  weighing 

As  witness  for  counsel  re  prosecution 

1917. 

10  January 

15  January 

17  January 

1 7  January 

Forsayth 

Georgetown  . . 

Dirham 

Cumberland  . . 

R.  A.  Wright 

R.  A.  Wright 

R.  A.  Wright 

R.  A.  Wright 
* 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

Sanitary  inspections 

Sanitary  inspections 

D 


50 


Visits  of  Inspection  to  Country  Towns — continued. 


Date. 

Place. 

. 

Inspector. 

Purpose  of  Visit. 

1917. 

17  January 

Georgetown  . . 

R.  A.  Wright 

Sanitary  inspections 

19  January 

Croydon 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

26  January 

Normanton 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

6  February  . . 

Thursday  Island 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

1 3  March 

Innisfail 

R.  A.  Wright 

Prosecutions 

20  April 

Chillagoe 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

23  April 

Mungana 

R.  A.  Wright 

Liquor  testing 

24  April 

Cardross 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

25  April 

Mungana 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

26  April 

Khartoum  . ; 

R.  A.  Wright 

Sanitary  inspections 

26  April 

Almaden 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

28  April 

Mareeba 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

2  May 

Tumoulin 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

3  May 

Ravenshoe 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

3  May 

Tumoulin 

R.  A.  Wright 

Liquor  testing  and  sanitary  inspections 

5  May 

Herberton 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

8  May 

Atherton 

R.  A.  Wright 

Liquor  testing  and  food  and  sanitary 

8  May 

Kairi  . . 

R.  A.  Wright 

inspections 

Liquor  testing 

8  May 

Atherton 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

10  May  . .  i . 

Tolga  .  . 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

16  May 

Malanda 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

17  May 

Peeramon 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

17  May 

Kureen 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

17  May 

Malanda 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

19  May 

Yungaburra  .  . 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

21  May 

Kulara 

R.  A.  Wright 

Liquor  testing 

21  May 

Yungaburra  . . 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

12  June 

Hull  River 

R.  A.  Wright 

Sanitary  inspections 

14  June 

Babinda 

R.  A.  Wright 

Food  and  sanitary  inspections 

DRUGS. 

The  issue  of  the  new  Food  and  Drug  Regu¬ 
lations  in  January  of  the  present  year 
necessitated  considerable  alteration  of  many  of 
the  labels  describing  drugs. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  a  certain  time  was  allowed  in  which  to 
work  off  stocks  of  goods  constituted  and  labelled 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  regulations,  and  this  period  has  not  yet 
expired. 

It  was  considered  by  many  persons  when 
the  new  regulations  were  first  issued  that  the 
clauses  prohibiting  the  use  of  certain  expressions 
in  describing  medicines  were  too  drastic. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  in  the  long  run 
these  requirements  were  likely  to  work  to  the 
benefit  of  the  packer,  as  with  such  information 
before  him  he  would  have  something  more 
definite  to  work  npon  when  preparing  labels 
than  the  previous  somewhat  vague  prohibition 
of  “misleading  statements.” 

Already  a  number  of  faulty  labels  have  been 
corrected  and  a  quantity  are  at  present  under¬ 
going  revision. 

Sampling  in  the  drug  line  during  the  year 
has  been  mostly  of  an  informal  character — prin¬ 
cipally  for  survey  purposes. 

Exception  was  taken  to  certain  drugs,  which 
were  found  upon  analysis  to  be  below  standard, 


being  placed  upon  the  market  under  a  label 
which  described  them  ‘  ‘  not  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  B.P.,”  and  their  sale  forbidden  under 
the  B.P.  title. 

ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

During  the  year  certain  amendments  to  the 
Health  Acts  were  gazetted,  and  the  Food  and 
Drug  Reguations,  1916,  came  into  operation. 

Amongst  the  amendments  to  the  Principal 
Act  was  one  conferring  upon  the  Commissioner 
power  to  make  regulations  controlling  the  sale 
and  use  of  poisons  and  for  licensing  dealers  in 
poisons  and  registering  their  premises. 

In  pursuance  of  these  powers  a  draft  set  of 
Poisons  Regulations  has  been  prepared  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  local  B.M.A.  and  to  the  Queensland 
Pharmaceutical  Society  for  perusal  and  com¬ 
ments. 

When  these  regulations  are  issued  they  will 
replace  the  repealed  Poisons  Act  which  was 
administered  by  the  police  authorities. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  on  the  30th  June, 
the  long-deferred  Milk  Sellers  Regulations 
became  law,  and  before  many  days  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  will  be  in  active  operation  in  the  Brisbane 
metropolitan  area. 

I  have,  &c., 

H.  W.  PETHERICK, 

Chief  Food  Inspector. 
The  Commissioner  of  Public  Health. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Headquarters. 


ClasB  of  Premises. 

Inspections. 

Remarks. 

Bakehouses  . . 

176 

Includes  cake  and  biscuit  factories  and  bread  weighing 

Butchers 

29 

Includes  small  goods  and  meatworks 

Beverage  factories  . . 

Chemists’  shops 

188 

Includes  breweries,  serated  water,  and  cordial  factories 

63 

Includes  wholesale  and  retail  establishments  and  patent 
medicine  vendors,  barbers 

General  stores 

323 

Includes  large  and  small  groceries 

Hotels 

1,105 

Includes  town  and  country  clubs  (liquor  inspection) 

Markets 

34 

Includes  fish,  fruit,  and  vegetable  markets,  and  cold  stores 

Ref  reshment -rooms 

753 

Includes  fruit  and  confectionery 

Restaurants 

292 

Includes  fish  and  oyster  saloons,  boarding-houses,  and  pie 
stalls 

Special 

1,525 

Includes  auction-rooms,  river  wharves,  night  patrols,  and 
cold  stores 

Warehouses  . .  . .  . 

450 

Includes  bond  stores  and  wholesale  distributors 

Food  factoris 

156 

Includes  meal  mills,  condiment,  preserving,  curing,  canning, 
and  confectionery  works,  ice  and  ice-cream  factories 

Milk  shops 

140 

Includes  dairies,  milk  carts,  and  shops 

Total 

5,224 

♦ 


Price  2s.  3d.] 


By  Authority:  Anthony  James  Gumming,  Government  Printer,  Brisbane. 


